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PREFACE. 



The author begs leave to state that his 
object in writing this work is the same as that 
which prompted him to make a selection from 
his notes respecting " The Canadaa in 1841" 
— a desire that the British puhUc may become 
better acquainted with an important British 
colony through the medium of a person un- 
connected with the country described, and 
therefore unbiassed by any loc^ influences, 
politics, or prejudices, but one whose military 
duties have stationed him there for a time. 

It may be alleged, that the vast territory of 
Labrador, which is included in the government 
of Newfoundland, ought also to have been 
treated of. But this would have increased the 
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dimensions of the work too much, as another 
volume must, in that case, have been required ; 
such a volume, however, may possibly be pro- 
duced at some future period. 

The present position of Newfoundland, where 
a new system of colonial government is just 
at this moment an object of interest, and the 
vast importance, to the mother country, of the 
island, assumed by its geographical and political 
position, as the key of Canada, must tend, it 
is conceived, further to develop the great in- 
terests to the British nation of Canada and 
the North American colonies, or Transatlantic 
Britain. 

It may be added, that this description of the 
most ancient colony of Great Britain is only 
the precursor of another — a more compre- 
hensive and a larger examination into the pre- 
sent position and future prospects of Canada, 
which the author is about to put into a form 
fitted to meet the public eye. 



E. H. B. 



St. John's, Newfoundland, 
26th April, 1642. 
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NEWFOUNDLAND 

IN 1842. 



PART I. 

POLITICAL AND GENERAL HISTORY OF 
NEWFOUNDLAND. 



HISTORT TO THE EEA OF POSSESSION ARD FIRST 
SETTLEMENT, OE FBOM 1497 TO 1612. 

So little ioterest was fonnerly excited about 
this colony, the most ancient of Great Britain, 
that its early history is obscured by neglect 
and fable. 

I shall not endeavour to mystify it still 
further by useless inquiries as 1;o whether it 
was the wine or the vine land of the early 
navigators — whether the Red Indians of 
Newfoundland are the descendants of Tartars, 
or of Scandinavians — or whether the sea kings 
extended their sway over its ebores or not; 

TOL. I. B 
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2 HlSTOfiT TO THE ERA OF POSSESSION 

but shall content myself with commencing at 
that epoch when the wis and sciences of 
Europe were reviTing from the utter obacm-ity 
they had for ages been involved in, and 
during which benighted period it has been 
conjectured, without sufficient reason, that 
America received European colonists, who 
have since so strMigely, however, vanished 
from the face of a continent covering one half 
of the habitable globe. 

The discovery of the West Indies by Co- 
lumbus, whose fair fame has been tarnished by 
doubts as to Ms capacity, and by making him 
merely the follower out of some visionary 
forerunners, had a wonderful effect upon 
maritime nations, and however they may in 
that age have envied his g«uas and depre- 
ciated his extraordinary mission, they trod in 
his footsteps with the most eager and absorb- 
ing anxiety for the final discovery of Cathay 

that region of gold, pearls, and diamonds, 
which yns to enrich every hardy adventurer. 

Bat previously to entering upon the subject 
of this section, it is desiraUe to make a few 
remarks upon- the object of the work. 

That object is, dbiefly, an endeavour to inform 
the British puUic, as far as the author may be 
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jUTD first BETTL£lfEKT. 3 

enaUed, upon tJie state of the most neglected 
of our colmiies, vfaicli, ahiioagh the nearest to 
the mother country in point of space, appears 
to be the most remote ihmi obserration. ' 

Hitherto this most ancient uid important 
settlement, Newibnndland, has been looked 
npon merely as a gireat nursery for hardy sea- 
men, rather than as an immense a4)unct to the 
trade, the power, and resoorces of the empire, 
or as the real key of the continent of Northern 
America. 

The only readable yroiks upon this country, 
in nuKlfflni times, are Macgr^or's and Montgo- 
mery Martin's Geographical Dictaonaries of 
the British American Coloniefi ; for Chappell, 
Anspach, and Reeves, afford very littie local 
information, and express opinions colonred by 
circumstances connected with the residence or 
visits of their authors at St. John's, in periods 
when no other than party views prevailed, and 
when society was irfiolly limited to the houses 
of government officers, or to those of a few 
respectable merchants, uid when the dictum 
of a naval governor was the law of the Itmd. 

It was reqmsite, in order to obtain an un- 
biassed knowledge of the colony, that a person 
describing Newfoundland should be independent 
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4 BI8T0KT TO THE KKA OF F08BE88IOII 

of all parties, and hare resided long eaoo^ 
tbere to become intimately acquainted with the 
8tat« of things; and it is probable that few 
besides militarj men could be so faTourably 
situated in that respect. 

Formerly Newfoundland was considered as a 
Tcry pleasant place of banishment for an offi- 
cer in the army; whilst the merchant, having 
long toiled for riches drawn from the exhaust- 
less ocean, no sooner acquired them than he 
left the island for the enjoyments and the more 
genial climate of hu native soil. 

The case is now altering rapidly : the move- 
able military men are confined to the scientific 
corps of the Ordnance service, who rarely stay 
more than four, five, or six years on the station, 
and there is a permanent colonial regiment, 
consisting cluefly, at present, of old service 
officers, appointed to do the garrison duty of the 
capital and outposts. A new race of inhabi- 
tants is springing up, who, bom on the soil, 
cherish and fondly adhere to it ; the population 
is no longer a fluctuating one; the island has 
obtained a representative government ; it has 
been discovered that it is by no means so 
barren and infertile as was uniibrmly stated by 
interested persons, and that it is not that foggy 
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AND FIBBT BETTLEHENT. 5 

country where lantern light is requisite at 
nooQ-day, hut is possessed of a climate of ex- 
traordinary salubrity. Its population is steadily, 
advancing; roads are opening; agriculture rears 
its head ; and in short, from having been a mere 
mercantile depot, it now bids fair to take its 
rank amongst the more flourishing colonies of 
the neighbouring continent. 

To develop its resources, to assist its com- 
merce, to make it better known, as it deserves 
to be, in the Old World, is the task I have im- 
posed upon myself during the second winter of 
my temporary residence; and I' trust that my 
design may ultimately succeed; for, unbiassed 
by politics, I have only the welfare and renown 
of Britain and of this island gem in view. 

In tracing its general history, I have thought 
it a matter of great interest to the native 
reader to enter somewhat largely upon the 
original discovery — a subject hitherto only 
hinted at in lUl the modem gazetteers and 
geographical works; and being in possession 
of some very ancient histories of the New 
World, I have not hesitated to extract largely 
from them. 

It is extraordinary how vague even the de- 
tails of the voyages of Columbus are found to 
be, by the most patient investigator, and Uierc^ 
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6 HI9T0BT TO THE EBA 07 POSSESSION 

fore a great deal of light oaanot be expected 
to be thrown upon those of Cabot, whose claims 
as an iUostxiottB navigator hare Umbered f<v 
ages in oMivion. 

In searching into records hmg since deririxd 
nore to the worm than to the care of the his- 
torian, we, however, find many highly interest- 
ing particulars whidi hare hoea. con»gned to 
neglect, in consequence of the superior success 
whldi the contemporaries of the admiral oi the 
ocean met with, when compared with Cabot 
and tiiose who came after him. Gold, all- 
powerfnl gold, was the thing sought for, and in 
the frozen r^ons oi Terra Nora the disfq>- 
pointment met with from findii^ only glitter- 
ing pyrites, rcitdered the public cardess of 
fee accotmtB given of that r^ion; and thus, 
&o doubt, many valuable journals wwe lost, 
and many anxious thcmghts of the early nor&- 
westem seardiers fix* the riches of the east 
were nipped in the bud, and remained un- 
{ttinted and unheeded. 

Herrera, the most careAil and most diligent 
collector <tf the primal voyages, shews ns, in a 
few words, the apathy of Henry the Sevetith 
of England, and his cold, cakulatiug p<^icy, 
whtai he suffered the dominion of the Kew 
World to slip, uncared fta*, ont of his grajsp. 
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AKS FIBfil BBTTLEXEKT. 7 

Columbus meeting wit^ nothing but disap- 
pointment and repulse in bis &vourite scheme, 
sent bis brother Bartholomew to Enf^and, to 
negotiate with tiiat prince. He was taksa by 
c(H:aaiis on the way tbither, and detained for 
seven jears ; but, learning the language, iht dis- 
position oi the court, and of the people, having 
obtained access to the minister, and carried on 
his suit, wbioh he at last acdunptisbed, he was 
ordered to return to Spain, to find his broths, 
and conchide the necessary preliminaries for 
the discovery. 

So nnfrequeat was communication between 
distant oountrieB in those days, that it was 
not until Bartholomew reached Paris, that 
the fears he had entertained for bis brother's 
life were quieted, as he had not beard from 
him during the whole period of his voluntary 
exile, and there be found that he was not only 
living, but had accomplished, under the auspices 
of the Catholic kings, the object of their fervent 
desires. Charles, the King of France, informed 
the Genoese of bis brother's success, and Bar- 
tholomew, having quitted Hmry and bis ava- 
rice, sailed for the new world. 

Charles presented bim witha hundred crowns, 
and forwarded him on his journey to ^taii^ 
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8 HI8T0BT TO THX EU OP FOSeESSIOIf 

whence he was despatched with three store- 
ships for Hi^uiiola, and found the Admiral, 
who made him Adelantado, or Lieatenant-Go- 
vemor, of the newly discovered regions.* 

Bartholomew left behind him, with King 
Henry, a m^ of the world, shewing the pro- 
bable road to the Indies and Spice Isluids, 
which contained some Latin lines urging the 
voyage, and was dated London, the 21st 
Febraary, 1480.t 

As soon as the news of tiiis splendid disco- 
very reached England, the tardy vigour of 
Henry was roused, and he became as eager to 
share in the glory of forwarding voyages to 
the Indies as he had been cautious before. 
Of Bartholomew, he of counie neither heard 

* Herreni H'utoria General de loa Yndios Ociden- 
tales, &C.) tomo primo, capitulo xiii. p. 48. Edition in 
4 Toli. folio, 1728. Amberes. 

f If tbiB date i> correct, (but I think it sbould be 
1490, unless the map was made before he left Portu- 
gal,) Bartholomew muEt have been fifteen years on his 
embassy. It is, however, taken from the Italian work 
entitled " Ferdinando Colombo Storia della vita e de' 
htte deir Ammingtio Cristoforo Colombo suo padre," 
Bk., printed at Venice, in 8vo, 1570. The extract 
will be given in the Appendix, No. I., as it shews the 
first glimmering of English enterprise in Atlantic spe- 
aulation. 
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ADD FIS8T SSTTLEHENT. 9 

nor expected to hear farther, and it is pre- 
sumed that his attention had been kept 
awake by another adventnrouB Italian,- who 
then occasionally resided in England. 

The family of this foreigner became after- 
wards of as much importance and interest to 
Britain as Colambns had been to Spain. 

John Cabot, a Venetifm, traded to Bristol 
for several years previously to the first voyage 
of the admiral, and most probably was an inti- 
mate acquaintance of Bartholomew, who sub- 
sisted npon the rare art in those days of card 
or chart making, and by teaching navigation. 

After the discovery of insular America be- 
came well known in England, we find that 
Henry VII. granted letters patent to John 
Cabot and his three sons, Ludovicus, Sebas- 
tiano, and Sancins, to proceed with five sinpi 
to the discovery of new and unknown lands, 
unvisited and unclaimed by Christians in the 
seas of the East, the West, and the North, 
and from and to the port of Bristol only. This 
patent is dated Westminster, 5th March, 1496. 
in the eleventh year of his reign.* 

* Examplar Litterarum Henrici Regis Aoglis VII. 
Jobonni Cabotto, civi Venetiarutn, ac Ludovico, Se- 
bastiano et Sancto filiis dicti Johanois ad iaveDiendum 
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10 HI8T0BT TO THI BBA OF POB»SSIOK 

Id the Rdls th«e is anoAer licensed patent 
to John Cabot and Sebaistian, his mn, for anj 
haveft for mx ships, dated in the tiiirteenth 
year of Henry VII., or in 1498. Th^e -vxfy- 

ages had the sole object of finding the Heta 
Incognita, or onknofm strait, which was to 
lead to the rich country of Cathay, a subject, 
alW the lapse of several hundred years, not yet 
despaired of, and now nearly accomplished 
by Great Britain. 

In the Appendix to this woA ia given a list 
of TarioQs authors who wrote about or so(m 
after the time of Cabot, desoribiog his disco- 
very of Newfoundland, and whose wories may 
b^ be c(mstdted, and from which extracts 
will now be made. 

It appears that he sailed from Bristol witJi 
a fleet of five small ships contUQing tiiree hun- 
dred men famished by Henry VII., who, 
although avaricious by nature, possessed a 
prudent and thoughtful mind, and soon per- 

discoapericDdum et iaveatigaoduin, quaacunqae in- 
Bulas, patrios, regiones, aive proTincias, getjUlinm et 
infidelium in quacunque parte mundi positos quee 
Cbriadanis omnibus Ktite hnc tempera faerint mcog- 
nite. Teste Regi apud Weatnon. qninto die MarUi. 
Ad. Re«. XI. 1496. 
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UXD mST SCTTLEIIENT. 11 

cured tlie foUj vriaak his ministors had com- 
iBittedjinrefosiiig so long the t^Eers <^Bartho- 
lomeir Cdiunbus on bdialf of his cdebrated 
brother, and therefore hastened to tiie aid of 
another forei^», projecting a more northern 
route for the Ort^ital r^pons. 

The Cabots were experienced and expert 
pilots, as navigators irti^ then styled; bat 
whether John Cabot went cat this voyage or 
BOt, does not clearlj appear bj anj record ; and 
in Richard Eden's " Abridgment of Travels"* 
we find, that he mentions Sebastian's having 
told him tiiat his father died socm after the news 
of the dtscoverjr of Colnmbns became known in 
£n^and. This renders it just hardy poseiUe 
that he did command the fleet ;f but it is the 
more improbable, as it will be seen, in the ex- 
tracts from early writers, that Sebastiui is 
always mentioned as the first discoverer of the 
northern c(»itinent of America. 

* Printed in 1555, with the first three Decodes of 
the New World, or West India. London, 4to, black 
letter, page 255, in the account of Muscovy and Ca- 
thay, marginal note. 

t In the Appendix, No, II., I have extracted the 
whole memoir of Cabot from " Campbell's Lives of the 
Admirak," who gives all the information he could 
g«her. 
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13 nttTOKT TO TBE fHA or romMIOM 

lie «Mled from Engknd io the fpiing of 
1407, 6vfl 7««n efiter Coltimbtu bad fees the 
Went Imli«i, tt) penetrate by a nortb-wertern 
route to China and the Spice Iilands. 

Tbere U, unfortunatdy, no regular journal 
known to cxUt of tbii rojage, and we most 
therefore be contented with what can be gs- 
iberod out of tbe worlu of the early writen; 
Hackliij't t>eing one of the chief lonrceii, but 
not containing w much ptsnonal notice ai can 
be found lu tbo writingii of Peter Martyr, a 
oontemiHiTAry, Oviodo, Cumara, and tbe olv 
Kiure work oi' Uiohard Eden. 

It {« laid, that Hobaitlan Cabot's fleet made 
the land of the Now World near Bonavlita 
liny, about tbo liland of Baccalao, on the 
114th June, 14117. 

Thli lubjtiot in, of counc, of much intereit 
(() tho iintlvtiit of Newloundland ; and I shall 
thdraforo quote the olianrvations uf such wrl- 
itii'H HH I am ulilti to rnfur to, oither by trans- 
Utloim of tho origlnul works, or by transoripte. 

I'fltor Martyr, u learned clergyman, in his 
voUimlnouH work, cullod, " Th« Decadet of 
th Of'PrtW," written in greiit part during the 
llfbtlme of (loltimbuH niul Cabot, with whom 
hti WOK persotmlly aMiitulutud, and professing 
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ASD FIBST SETTLEMENT. 13 

to State from autboritr^ the snl^ecte he treats 
upon, which are the di£^ent discoTeries in 
the New World, then constantly occurring, 
says, when mentioning the passage to the Indies 
by the west, in his third Decade,* — " These 
northern or frozen seas have been searched by 
Sebastian Cabot, a Venetian bom, who, in his 
infancy, was carried by his parents to Eng- 
land, where they occasionally went upon com- 
mercial pursuits, it being the custom of the 
Venetians to leave no part of the world un- 
trodden in search of riches. He furnished two 
vessels at his own cost in England, and, with 
three hundred men, directed his course so far 
towards the North Pole, that even in July he 
found almost continual daylight, and inmiense 
heaps of ice floating in the sea ; but observ- 
ing that the land was clear of it, owing to the 
heat of the sun having mdted the ice near it, 
he turned westward, and, coasting by the 
south, sailed so far that he came into the lati- 
tude of the Straits of Hercules, having the 

" " De Orbe Novo, Petri Martjris Aoglerii Medio- 
lanensis, Protonotarii, et Carol! quinti Senatoria, De- 
cades octo diligeati temporum observatione, et utilissi- 
mis annotatiouibua illustratK, auoque nitori reatitutK." 
Paris, 1581, 6vo. In italic print. 
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li HISTOBT TO THE EU OF POSSESSION 

Korth Pcde ^Tated, in the same maimer, in 
l^e tame degree. He sailed thus so fax west- 
ward, that he had t^e Island of Cuba on his 
left hand, in like manner, in the saoae parallel 
<^ longitude.* As he passed by the coasts of 
this Tast conntry, which he named * Bacca- 
laos,' (' Terra Baco^kanno,') he said he 
foond the course of the oceanic waters was 
towards the west, but that they flowed more 
softly and gently than those swift currents 
which the Spaniards had found in their 
soath^n navigations. 

" Sebastian Cabot called l^ose countries 
Baccalaos, because in the seas there he found 
such multitudes of large fish, like tunnies, 
which the inhabitants call bacc€ilaos, that 
they sometimes hindered his ships ; he found, 
also, that the people of these regions were 
dothed in the skins of beasts, but were not 
without the use of reason. 

" He Saul that there were plenty of bears 
there, which eat fish, jdnnging themselves into 
the water where they perceived a number of 

* In the original Latin the sentence 19, " Ad ocei- 
denUmque profectus lantum est, ut Cubum intulam a 
ItBvo longtludine graduum pette parent habuerit." Editio 
1587, in italic print, now very rare. 
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ihd fibst settleiixnt. 15 

these fish to be, and then, fastening tiieir claws 
in their scales, dragged them on shore; and 
devoured them, so that thus feeding on fish, 
tbey are not 90 dangerous to man. 

" He declared, also, that in mwiy placra 
of these territories he saw plenty of latten 
amongst the inhabitants. Cabot is my parti- 
cular friend, with whom I an on terms of 
much familiarity, and I delight to have him 
stmielimes to Iteep me company in my own 
house, for being sent for from England by the 
Catholic King of Caetile, after ike death of 
Henry VII., he was appointed to assist our 
council, and did assist us in managing the 
affairs of tie New Indies, whilst he was pa- 
tiently waiting for ^d to discover this hidden 
secret of nature (the Meta Inoc^nita, or 
western road to China and Japan.) This 
voyage is now, at last, appointed for the year 
next ensuing, being the year of Christ 
HDXVi . , and whatever occurs from it, I 
shall in&rm your holiness (Leo X.) <^, if I 
live. Some of the ^aniards d^y that Cabot 
was the first discoverer of Baccalaos, and 
affirm that he never went so far west ; but it 
miKt now suffice for me to have said thus 
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16 HI9T0BT TO THE EBA OF P0WE8BI0H 

much of the gulf and straits, and of Sebastian 
Cabot." 

It TTOold embarrou the narratiTe of the 
discover}' of Newfotmdland too much, to enter 
into all the arguments of the Spaniards and 
others, about previoiu discoveries of the conti- 
nent, etc. 

Ortelius averred that Istotiland (the northern 
part of America, which extends towards Eu- 
rope) and the islands Greenland, Iceland, and 
Friezland were discovered hj fishermen from 
Friezland, who were driven there bj a storm -, 
and again, in 1390, by Antonio Zeno, a 
Venetian gentleman, who sailed there under 
Zflchmni, King of Friezland, of which expe- 
dition there are extant, in Italian, abridg- 
ments or collections, made hy Francisco Mar- 
colino,' from the letters of M. Nicolo and 
Antonio Zoni, "Ortelius Thesaurus Geogra- 
phious," etc., fol. 6, next before the map of 
the Mar del Zur, 1596, Antverpiie. This 
Zeno fitted out a ship from Venice, and vras 
cost away on Friezland, in a voyage to Eng- 
land and Flanders, in 1380. Zechmni was 
Prince of Poland, on the s<5uth side of Friez- 
land, and Duke of Sorani, opposite to Scotland. 
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AND FIRST SETTLEMENT. 17 

He was then attempting to conquer all that 
country, and had defeated the King of Norway. 
Zeno lived many years with him. 

Cabot's discovery was probably as much 
envied and sneered st, st the time, as that of 
Columbus, so well exemplified by the well 
known story of the egg. 

For these reasons, it is not my intention to 
enter upon the discovery of America by the 
Northmen and Welshmen ; but in order to save 
the trouble of reference upon that subject to the 
reader, who may not have access to the worlcs 
upon the controversy, I have added an ex- 
tract from Hackluyt, in No. 8, Appendix. 

It may also interest the reader, to add the 
translation of a passage about the discovery of 
a new world, from the Morgante Maggiore of 
Fulci, a work written before Columbas sailed 
on his first voyage, and whose author was 
also dead previous to that event : — 

*' The water is level throughout its whole 
extent, although like the earth, it has the 
Jbrm of a globe. Mankind in those ages 
were much more ignorant than now. Her- 
cules would blush at this day, jbr having 
fixed his columns: vessels will soon pass Jar 
beyond them. They may soon reach anotfier 

VOL. 1. 
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kemi^Aere^ because everytkiug tends to tte 
centre; in like maaaer, as bgf a dieine mys- 
tery, the earth is suspended in the midst «^ 
^ stars, below are cities and empires, 
which were andenL T%e inhabitants tf 
these r^iofu were oaUed Antipodes. They 
have plants and animals as well as you, and 
wage ware, as well as you." — Mokqaitte 
Maggiose, cxxt. &. 229, etc 

Dante, who floarished between 1285 and 
1321, or more than 170 years be£iK Co- 
faunbns, has aho indicated tbe number and 
position a£ die stars composing ibe polar -con- 
stellatbBB of the Austral hemisphere, and 
says, that when Lucifer fell firom heaven, his 
body pieroed through the earth, half remain- 
ing on our side cf the oemtre, aud the otiier 
haif on die side a£ the Antipodes, the ^lock 
driving most of the ocean waters to the 
southern hemi^here, and only one high moun- 
tain remaining uncovered, on which the poet 
{jaced his pui^tory. The fall of die morn- 
ing atax happening before die creation of 
Adam, Dante could not believe that the An- 
tipodal or southwn hemisphere was ever in- 
habited. 

Petrarch, a better cosmogonist, geographer,, 
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atitl oIamIo, ftlHiiit thlrtj^ ynn AfWwni'iln, 
vdfitiiriKl to lilttt, tliHt tlier* wsid 1)Rltigii mt 
our (flriliti unknown to nii, Imt irf mt own 
tiHtura lit tboH iwftliinfl— 

<■ NfllH Rlniilnn t>ltf II cIpI n|ililit Innhlntt 
Vnni nn«lili>nlii, i> pIir 11 ill Mutri volit 
A gMilH tili« ildlltt ftfrifl «' <i»|it>Uit." 

[''tfty ymn AlYni' t'ntrnn'li tliiiH pmllt^tnil, 
the QxlMtminn of the AtitlporlAl rn<w wm fiilly 
<lnMU}niiti'nt,(<il i littt li Imn linrti devM-ly nvAtl, 
(1ml. I'utHt "ritlMN n tlnvll h) Rntimuum tliitt 
ntnl." IIIh fltllnw-nltliinn, l*Ri>tn Tomwtit^lll, n 
mniit nilnilfnlilH flptlhtttoitit'i' atul niRthfliiiti- 
tlclun, whitu to OiiltiiiiImM, oxborttng him ti> 
uiidertAkfl thn tlUouvery of It. 

Although of^cti rpttfldtPil, wn nhtill fllniin Hitn 
ItrtiH tllKiwiittm with (he jifinplici^y of Hphwih, 
thn flriit ttn wwni itpun thin IntPtfiitliiK "i>b- 
Jmt I — 

" Vf hipiil ftnnU 
Hipmiln ncrlut i|iil1>iiR ii<<i<fliiuii 
Vhimild rpfimi ln»pl, fl Ihbpiw 
riitml Iftllii*, f l)ilil«f)iir novflii 
DplcflKt orltNi 
Nt>n Kit Ipi-flii iillliiin Tliylf." 

Thn liimilK fti'p hrukfti, t1»' ft|p' him mtlvi'il, 
Khil thoro ftro iin lonm?i' now woihU (o tll«- 
oitvvr. 
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A similar mention of Baccalaos and of Se- 
bastian Cabot is made in the '* Sammary of the 
General Histoiy of the Indies," by Gonzaks 
Fernando de Oviedo, written to the Emperor 
Charles T., in the year 1525. It leaves the 
matter in great uncertainty whether that land 
was the continent or the island of which we are 
writing. 

But the most interesting notice of all is con- 
tfuned in a *' Discourse of divers Voyages and 
Ways, by which Spices, Precions Stones, and 
. Gold were brought in old time from India into 
Europe and other Parts of the World, also of 
the Voyage to Cathay and East India by the 
North Sea. And of certain Secrets touching 
the same Voyage declared by the Duke of 
Moscovie, his Ambassador, to an excellent 
learned Gentleman of Italy, named Galeatius 
Butrigarius. Likewise of the Voyages of that 
worthy old man, Sebastian Cabot, yet living 
in England, and at this present the Goremor 
of the Company of the Merchants of Cathay, 
in the city of London."* 

* See " Richard Eden's Gatherings from Writers on 
the New World," Loudon, 1555 , and also in " Purchas 
his Pilgrimage," folio, London, 161S, vol. ii. p. 807, 
where there in a short '■ Account of the Discovery of 
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It will afford amusement to 4;he reader to 
quote this account of Labrador and Kew- 

Newfonndlaiid, by John Cabot, a Venetian, and Se- 
bastian, his Son, on the 24tb of June, 1497, in English 
Ships, with a Commission of Heorj VII. ; vitb the 
Account given by Sebastian, of the coning home along 
the coasts of America to Florida." This differs but 
little from any of the above more rare and less acces- 
sible works, except in fixing the date of seeing the land. 
Purchas also gives part of the above extract from 
the letter to Galeatius Butrigarius, the Pope's L^ate 
in Spain, in page 809, and in vol. iii. page417i and in 
Hackluyt'a celebrated collection, published in IfiSd, at 
folio 516, it is given briefly, with a statement of the 
three savages brought home by Sebastian, and presented 
to the king in the fourteenth year of his reign ; whilst at 
page 51 1 of Hackluyt's ponderous folio is an " Extract 
out of the Mapp of Sebastian Cabot, cut by Clement 
Adams, concerning his discovery of the West Indies, 
which was to be seen in her Miyesty Queen Elizabeth's 
private gallery at Westminiter, and in many mer- 
chants' houses." These works of Purchas and Hack- 
luyt, the former being a continuation and enlargement 
of the latter, are so bulky that it is difficult for a mi- 
litary man to add them to his stock of books ; so that 
I cannot quote, excepting from memoranda, at this re- 
mote station, directly from them, but they may be seen 
at any large public library inGreat Britain or Ireland 
by the curious. They will add, however, very littlb to 
the stock of information, as the eariy navigators, with 
the exception of Sir Walter Raleigh, were, even id- 
eluding the great Columbus, better pilots than peo- 
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fonndland in the words of the old black-letter 
text now before me : — 

" OF THE LANDES OF LABEADOE AND BACCA- 
LA03, LTIirCHi WEST AND NORTH-WEST FBOM 
ENGLANDE, AND BEINOE FAETE OF THE FIBHS 
LANDE OF THE WEST INDIES. 

" Many haue traoalyed to search the coast 
of the lande of Laborador, as well to thintente 
to knowe howe farre or whyther it reachethe, 
as also whether tiiere bee any passage by sea 
t^uoughe the same into the Sea of Sur uid 
the Islandes of Malaca, which axe onder tilie 
Eqninoctiall line : .thinkynge that the waye 
thyther shulde greatly bee shortened by this 
Tyage. The Spanyardes, as to whose ryght 
the sayde islandes of spices pert^ne, dyd 
jyrst seeke to fynde the same by iMs way. 
The Fortugales also hauynge the trade of 
^ices in theyr handes, dyd trauayle to iynde 
the same: although hetherto neyther anye 
SQche passage is foonde wr the ende of tiiat 
lande. In the yeare a thoosande and fiue 
hondreth, Caspar Cortesreales made a vyage 
tJiytluo: with two oarauelles; but foonde not 
the str«yght or paast^ be sought. At his 
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being l^ere be named the ialsades tlut lye is 
the mouth c^ the goulfe Quadrado, aft» his 
uame, Cortesreaks, lying in the L degrees and 
more: and brovghte firam that lande alwwt 
threescore men for slanes. He greaUy mar- 
uajled to beholde the houge qaantitie of snove 
and iee. T<x the sea is there firosen exeed- 
yugly. Thinhabitauntes are men of good 
eorporature, although tawny li^ the Indies, 
and laborious. They paynte theyr bodye^ 
and weare braaelettes and hoopes of syluer 
and Cf^per. Theyr apparel is made of the 
skynnes o£ martemes and dyvers other beastes, 
-nhiche l^y weare with the heare invarde 
in wynter, and owtwarde in soommer. This 
aj^tarell they gyrde to theyr bodyes with 
gyrdela made of eett(m or the eynewes <^ 
fysahes and beastea. They este fysehe more 
then any oUter thynge, and especially salmons, 
althonghe they have fooles and frute. They 
■take theyr houses of timba*, whereof they 
haue great |4entie : and in the steade of tylea, 
eouer them with the skynnes of fysshes and 
beastea. It is said ako that there are gri£a 
in thU hmd : and that the beares and muij 
other beaates and feoles are whyte. To thj« 
and the idandes abowte the same, the Biitona 
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are accustomed to resorte : as men of natnre 
agreeable Tnto them, and bome Toder the 
same altitude and temperature. The Nor- 
irayes also sajled thyther with the pylot cauled 
John Seoluo; and the Englysshe men with 
Sebastian Cabot. 

" The coaste of the lande of Beccalaos is a 
greate tracte, and the altitude thereof is 
zlTiii d^i;rees and a halfe. Sebastian Cabot 
was the fyrst that browght any tnowleage of 
this land. For being in Englande in the 
dayea of Kyng Henry the Seuenth, he fiir- 
nysshed twoo shippes at his owne charges or 
(as some say) at the Itynges, whom he pur- 
siiaded that a passage might bee found to 
Cathay by the North Seas, and that spices 
myght bee browght from thense soner by that 
way, then by the vyage the Portugales vse by 
the Sea of Snr, He went also to loiowe 
what maner of landes those Indies were to in- 
habite. He had with hym three hundreth 
men, and directed his course by the tracte of 
ialande uppon the Cape of Laborador at Iviii 
degrees: affirmynge that in the monethe of 
July there was such could and beapes of ise 
that he durst passe no further : alse that the 
dayes were very longe, and in maner withowt 
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nyght, and the nyghtes very cleare. Ger- 
teyne it is, that at the Iz degrees, the longest 
day is of xviii houres. But consyderynge the 
collide and the stranttgenes of the unknowne 
lande, he turned his course from thense to the 
West, folowyi^e the coast of the land of Bac- 
calaos Tuto the xxxviii degrees, from whense 
he returned to Englande. To conclude, the 
Brytons and Danes have sayled to the Bacca- 
laos; and Jacques Cartier, a Frenchman, was 
there twyse with three galeons : aa one in the 
yeare xxxiiii and the other in the xsxt, and 
chose the lande to inhabite from the sir de- 
grees to the li, beinge as good a launde as 
Fraunce, and al thynges therein commune to 
such as fyrst possesse the same. 

" Of these lands. Jacobus Bastaldus wryteth 
thus : — * The Newe land of Baocalacs is a coulde 
region, whose inhabytauntes are idolatoura, 
and praye to the soone and moone and dy- 
vers idoles. They are wh3rte people, and very 
Fosticfd. For they eate flesshe and fysshe and 
all other thynges rawe. Sumtymes also they 
eate mans flesshe priuilye, so that theyr Caci- 
qui have no knowleage thereof. The apparell 
of both the men and women is made of beares 
skynnes, although they have sables and mar- 
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tomes, not greatly etfeemed l^eause thej are 
lyttie. Some ^ them go naked in eomner, and 
-weare a^^wrdl only in wynter. Tke Brytons 
and Frenche men are acensfaHBed to take iysske 
in the coaste t£ these lands, vbere is fonnde 
great plentie ctf tonnyes, whidi the inhalat- 
aontes caul BaccaIao8> wherof the lande iras 
so named. Ncaihwarde from the region of 
Bacealaos is the land oi Laborador, all inll of 
mountaynes and great voodes, in whiche are 
manye beares and wylde boares. Thinhabit- 
ant^ are idolatoores and warlike people, ap- 
parelled as are they of Bacealaos. In all this 
newe lande is ne]rther citie tse castell, but they 
lyve in companies lyke heardes of beastes.'" 

Sebastian Cabot was afterwards employed 
by 1^ Spanidi court, and discovert tke Bio de 
la Plata and Brasil, and was so hi^y thongfat; 
oi, that he was aj^inted by the emperor, witk 
«ther learned mathematicians and navigators, 
lio decide uptm the qnestion of boundary be- 
tween Spun and F(a>tBgal as afl»cted the In- 
dies, on which the notable boll of the P<^, 
vJuch evinced sach ignorance of geogr^)liy in 
those days, was founded. 

He was also jHlot-major c£ the Indies, and 
no (me was pecnitted to saQ on Toyages oi 
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discovery without his licence. So great, in- 
deed, was his feme, that it was made a special 
article of treaty between Jdin the Fourth and 
the Emperor, that he should nc^ be employed 
in discoTering the ^ice Islands.* 

The uncertainty which ja'cvails over all the 
accounts of Newfoundland at this early period^ 
rests also over its discoverer's place of birth ; 
for in readily idl the accounts I have been 
able to gatha- coaceming him, although it is 
very probable he was our eoantryman, yet it 
is not anywhere stated so po^tively as in the 
fiJlowing extract from Kichard Eden's descrip- 
tion of the conversation whi^ was hdd by 
Galeatius Butrigorius, tine pope's legate in 
Spain, with a learned gentleman of Italy, 
Hieronimus Fracastorius, in which may be 
gathered more of the life of Cabot than by any 
other account (^ him. The marginal notes 
would seem to indicate that the translator 
knew him, and that he was then living in 
L(Skdon at a very advanced age; for if he was 
^irty when he discovered Kewfoaodland, he 
must have been eighty-eight in 1555. In the 

* See the work td Francieco Lopez de Gomara, 
"Historia Univenal de tos Yodiad, j del Naevo 
Mando." 1S52. 
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Biog. Brit., and in Mortimer's Dictionary, it is 
stated that lie was bora in 1477, which would 
make him only twenty when he achieved a 
name that will last as long as history endures ; 
and that he died in 1557, or at eighty years 
of age. Thus he was contemporary with the 
laborious editor of " Travels in the West In- 
dies," and the note is probably true. 

He must have been a man of extraordinary 
powers of mind; for in 1552, when at the 
advanced age of seventy-five, if the latter 
account be correct, we find him projecting the 
plan of the first voyage of the English to 
Russia ; thus laying the foundation of the great 
commerce with the northern regions of Europe, 
and for which service he was made governor 
for life of the first Kussian company in Eng- 
land. 

Cabot* was, in fact, equal in many respects 
to Columbus; and really discovered the prin- 
cipal part of the New World a year before 
Columbus saw the main land. The only mo- 
nument ever erected to his fame that I have 

* In " Campbell's Lives or the Admirals" he is said 
to have been the author of a work entitled, " Naviga- 
tione oelle Parte SettentrioDale," printed at Venice, id 
folio. I have never met with it. 
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beard of, or seen, has been an attempt by a 
very ingenious hydrographer, Mr. John Pnrdy, 
in 1821, whose excellent large four-sheet chart 
map of British North America is called Cabotia 
— a name which, although not so enphonious as 
America or Colombia, is strictly ^plicable to 
the whole continent irom the Frozen Seas to 
the Gulf of Mexico.* 

I shall, in order to shew the changes in our 
language and mode of writing, prefer giving 
the black-letter accoimt above mentioned than 
to modernize it ; t^e more particularly as it 
was certainly written and printed in the life- 
time of Cabot, and probably read by him. 

It proceeds thus, after detaOing a great deal 
of learned discourse about the north-west and 
north-east passage to Cathay : — 

*' And here makynge a certayne pause, and 
tnmynge hymselfe towards us, he sayde, ' Doo 
yow not understande to this purpose how to 
passe to India toward the north-weste wind, as 

* When all the political and other differences in St. 
John's are softened by time, and the people begin to 
reel that their own consequence does not depend upon 
distinctions of creeds and conditions, it is to be hoped 
that a suitable monumeDt will be erected to the genius 
and enterprise of Sebastian Cabot in that capital. 
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dyd of late a citisen of Veaeee, so valimte a 
man, and so well practped in all thynges per- 
taynynge to nauigatioiu and tlie science of cos- 
mogr^hie, that at tliis present he hath not bis 
Ifke in ^ajrne, insomuu^ t^at for his Tertues 
he is preferred aboiie all odier [^lottes that 
sayk to the West Indies, vho may not passe 
thyther withowte his licence, and is thwefOTC 
caaled Piioto Maggiore (that is) the graimde 
pylote. And fihaa. wee eayde that wee knewe 
him not, he procesdeth, sayinge, that beinge 
oerteyne yeares in the citie of ^uile, and desy- 
roTS to haue snm kuowleage of the nautgations 
of the ^anyardes, it was tould hym that there 
was in the citie a valient man, a Venecian 
borne, nuned Sebastian Cabote, who had the 
charge of those thynges, being an expert man 
in tiiat science, and one that coulde make cardes 
for the sea with his owne hande.* And that 
by this leporte, seekynge his acquaintaunce, 
he foonde hym a very genteU person, who en- 
terteyned him frendly, and shewed hym many 

* " Sebastian Cabot tould me that he was borne in 
Brfstowe, and that at iiii yeare ould he was carried 
with hii father to Venise, and so returned agejne into 
Englande with his father after certeyne yeeres, whereby 
he was thought to have' biD bom in Venice." 
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thyng^ and amonge otiier a large mappe of 
1^ worlde, wi^ oerteiae particular nauigataons 
ta well of tSte Porti^ales as of the ^anyardes. 
And tiuA he spake ibrther unto hym, to this 
e&cte. When my father departed from Ye 
Bese maii77eeresse9iae,todirenm£ng^Qde,to 
folowe the trade of marchandies, he tooke me 
with him to the citie of Loodim vhyk I was 
very yonge, yet hauyiige neuertheless some 
knowleage of letters of humanitie aiui c^ the 
sphere. And when my fath« dyed, in that 
tyme when neves was brought that Don Chris- 
t<^>her CokmoB, Gennese, had discovered the 
coastes of India, whereof was great tal^ in all 
the courte of kynge Henry the Senenth, who 
then reigned : in so much that all men with 
great admiration affirmed it to bee a thynge 
more diuiue tlren hmnane, to sayle by the 
Weste into the East where spices growe, by a 
way that was never known befwe. By which 
fame and reporte, there increased in my harte a 
great flame of desyre to attempte snm notable 
thynge. And understanding, by reason of tiaet 
sphere, that if I shnlde sayle by the waye of the 
north-west winde, I shulde by a shorter tracte 
coome to India, I thereuppon caused the kynge 
to be aduertised of my dinise, who immediately 
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commaunded tvo carauels to bee fdmyshed 
with all thynges apperteynjnge to the vyage, 
which iraa, as farre as I remember, in tl>e 
jeare 1496, ia the begynnynge of sommer. 
B^nnynge therfore to saile towarde North* 
weste, not thynkynge to fynde any otlier lande 
than that of CATHAY, and from theose to tame 
towarde India. But ^ter certeine dayes, I 
fonnde that l^e lande ranne towarde tbeNorthe, 
which was to me a great displeasure. Never- 
tjielesse, saylinge along by the coast, to see if I 
coiild fynde any goulfe that turned, I foonde 
the lande styll continent to the 56 d^free vnder 
owre pole.* And seing that there the coast 
turned towarde the East, dispayringe to fynd 
the passage, I tamed backe ageyne, and sayled 
downe by the coast of that lande towarde the 
Equinoctiall (euer with intent to iynde the 
sayde passage to India), and came to that 
parte of this firme land which is nowe cauled 
FLORIDA. Where, my vyttayles feyling, I de- 
parted &om thense, and returned into England, 
where I fonnde great tumultes amonge the 
people, and preparaxmce for warres in Scot- 

' If he went so high as above 66, he must have 
made the land near Hudson's Bay first. 
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la&de : by reason whereof, ikere was no more 
consideration had to this vyage : wherappon I 
wente into Spayne to the Cathplyke tynge, 
and queene Elizabeth: who being aduertized 
what I had doone, interteyned me, and at theyr 
charges fumysshed certeyne shyppes where- 
with they caused me to sayle to discouar the 
coastes of Brasile, where I founde an excead- 
ynge great and large ryuer, named at this 
present Rio de la Plata (that is) the ryuer of 
syluer,* into the which I sayled, and followed 
it into the firme lande more than syxe hun- 
drethe leagues, fyndynge it euery where verye 
fayre and inhabited with infinite people, which 
with admyratioQ came runoynge dayly to oure 
shyppes. Into this ryuer, runne so many other 
riuers, that it is in maner incredible: after 
this, I made many other vyages which I now 
pretennitte. And nowe wexynge owlde, I 
gyue my selfe to reste from such trauayles by- 
cause there are nowe many yotmge and lusty 
pylotes and mariners of good experience, by 
whose forwardnesse I doo rejoyse in the fhites 

" " Cabot told me that in a region of this ryuer he 
soned I graynes of nheate in September, and gatherei! 
thereof I thousand in December, as vryteth also Fran- 
cisco Lopez." 

TOL. I. D 
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cf my Iftlxmrs, and rest with tJie charge of this 
office as yowe see. And this is as much as I 
have nnderstoode of master Sebastian Cabote, 
as I haae gathered oote of dyners nanigations 
wrytten in the ItaJian toonge." 

It is a Tery nnfortnnate circomstance that 
on]y SDch dis^inted contHnporary records of 
Cabof s navigation, cf which the above speci- 
men is perhf^ the best, should have been 
hith«1» discovered. 

Hacklayt is not much more satisfactory; 
Howe and Grafton assert that he was a Genoese, 
and ol^er creditable authors are equally de- 
cided as to Bristol having been his birthplace. 
It appears that his father first attracted 
Henry VII.'s notice dnring some negotiations 
with the Danish king, by whidi the port of 
Bristol was mndt benefited; that Sebastian 
was carefully instructed for a seafaring life 
from his earliest yonUi; and that he had 
made several voyages before his seventeentii 
year. According to Hatiluytand other authors, 
his first great voyage was the one we have 
been treating of, and the discrepancy in the 
accounts of the number of vessels employed 
may arise irom only two ctf the ships being of 
any size, the other four having been mere small 
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baiAsy which were fitted out by some Bristd 
merdiants who were interested io one of the 
iaxger vessels, which was got ready at Bristol 
at the king's expense, and ireig^ted by Lon- 
doners. These four harks were appointed to 
attend her, and were laden wiA coarse cloths, 
caps, lace-points, and trinkets. 

It is averred tliat there exists a manoscript 
cdendar of Bristol, wherein the year 1499 is 
stated to be that of the voyage, and that 
Sebastian then accompanied his father, John 
Cabot. They steered to the north-west, in 
tite hopes of reaching India by a shorter 
route than that taken by Colnmbns, and to 
find the coast of China or Cathay, of which 
Marco Folo had given snch flattering accounts. 
After sailing for some weeks on the same 
course, they discovered Newfonndland, and 
some acconnts state that the conrse was dae 
west, in the parallel of Bristd. 

The mode by which the day of the disco- 
very has been fixed was as follows : from a 
map, engraved by Clement Adams and drawn 
by Sebastian Cabot, which was deposited in 
the Frivy Gallery at Whitehall. It had a por- 
trait of the author, under which was the 
following inso'iption, "££gies Seb. Cabotif 
d2 
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Angli Filii Jo. Caboti, yenetiani, Militis 
Aurati," etc. 

Od this map was a narrative of the dis- 
coTerj, in Latin, vhich is given in HacUuyt, 
vol. iii. p. 27, and thus translated hj him : — 

'* In the yeere of our Lord 1497, John 
Cabot, a Venetian, and his son Sebastian, 
with an English fleet, set out from Bristol, 
and discovered that land which no man before 
that time had attempted, on the 34th of Jane, 
about five of the clocke, early in the morning. 
This land he called Primavista — ^that is to 
say, first seene, because, as I suppose, it was 
t]iat part whereof they had the first sight from 
sea. That Island which lieth out before the 
land, he called of St. John, upon this occasion, 
as I thinke, because it was discovered upon 
the day of John the Baptist. The iohabituits 
of this island used to weare beasts' sMnijes, 
and have them in as great estimation as we 
have our finest garments. In their warres 
they use bowes, arrowes, pikes, darts, woodden 
clubs, and slings. The soil is barren in some 
places, and yeeldeth little friiit, but it is full 
of white bears and stagges, far greater than 
ours. It yeildeth plenty of fish, and those 
very great, as scales, and those which we 
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commonlj call salmons : tiiere are soles* also 
above a yard in length, but especially there is 
a great abondance of that kind of fish which 
the savages call baccalaos (cod-fish.) In tiie 
same island also there breed banks, but they 
are so blacke that they are very like to rauens, 
as also their partridges and eagles, which are 
in like sort blacke."f 

Cabot brought away three of the natives, 
and then proceeded westward until he made 
the coast of Nova Scotia, and sailed along the 
Atlantic shore of the continent, as it is affirmed, 
from the 56th to the 38th degree of latitude, 

* It has be«o conjectured by some, that Cabot must 
have meant Lahrador as the place of hU discovery, 
because there are no white bears in Newroundland. 
Thio, I apprehend, is false reasotiiii^. There is a place 
even on the south coast called White Bear Bay ; and 
it is quite probable that the Polar bear has, like the 
walrus or sea-horse, been driven from Newfoundland 
by the increasing fisheriea. With respect to soles, 
Cabot must have meant flat fish, which some of the 
coasta of Labrador and Newfoundland are abundantly 
supplied with. I never saw a sole on the coast ot 
British America but once, and that a very youDg one, 
taken out of the belly of a codfish, in the Bay of 
Chalenrs. 

t The partridge of Newfoundland is a ptarmigan ; 
dark brown in summer, and white and brown in winter. 
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tx from tiie coast near Hudson's Bay to Ho* 
rida. 

Thtfe ^>ean much disorepaiu^ in this 
narrative; and indeed the whole acconnt <^ 
Cabofa diaooray given by HaoUnyt, vho pub- 
lished his cdebrated collection of voyages and 
travels in 1589, or tiiirty-two years after the 
death of Sebastian Cabot, is n(rt near so ctn- 
dusive as that gireh by Richazd Edoi. Fa- 
Uan's Chronicle, from iriiich Hackbyt derived 
tiw chief of his information, gives a very con- 
dse deseri^on of Hie voyage, and mentions 
the tdiree savvies as having been brought fitsn 
a part of the Indies, and presented to Henry 
Til., in ^e fourteenth year of his reign, or 
in 1499.» 

The map we have mentioned would, perhaps, 
i£ a copy of it exists, setde the questim whe- 
ther it was Labrad(n: or Newfoundland which 
Cabot first saw. If he made the land in 56° 
north latitude,! i^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ Labradw, 
but tkn thereisnoctmsiderable idandui that 
porticm of its coast. If he really suled in the 
parallel of Bristol it must have been New- 

* Vide Hacktuyt, folio of 1598, page 515. 
f If the degree* of loDgitnde were meant, it wonld 
be nearer the mail from Ferra. 
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fouiuUand. The ice in July is no oscomnioii 
occurrence on its eastern stores, as, during a 
ToyBge from England in 1&40, 1 saw (ui ice- 
bei^ or tiro near the iabitd of Baocalao, at the 
numtii of Concepdon Bay, as late as l^e last 
week in July, and they frequently remain 
all thesummeTin the Stiaits of BeUeisle. He 
may, howerer, have reached 56°, and have 
merely seen the land, whence, being drivm 
southward, his first real discovery and inter- 
view with the natives took place, as I believe, 
at Baccalao Island, which is in 48° 12', and 
just where the coast is most pnHuinently east. 
So that probably Cabot asceaiiuned that New- 
Ibondland was an idand by observing the bend- 
ing of tiieland, from the Straits of Belleide to 
the shores of the great month of the Gulf of 
St. Lawrenoe. 

He returned with a cai^ to England whicb 
must have been procured in Newfoundland, 
and ccHisisted possibly of peltries, for there is 
no account of his landing <m any part of the 
shores of the Atlantic coast of Nova Scotia or t£ 
the United States, or of his having atten^ted 
either to make a conquest ot a sdHonent 

It has been said by authors favourable to 
the idea t^iat Sebastian Cabot was iha disco- 
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Terer of the Gnlf of St. Lawrence, that he 
landed at St. John's, or Prince Edward's Is- 
land ; — ^but that notion appears highly impro- 
bable ; whilst it is averred that he made sereral 
sabseqaent voyages to this portion of America. 
No evidences to this effect have, however, 
been adduced, and that of Richard Eden to the 
contrary appears conclusive. 

In short, for the twenty years after the discor 
very of Newfoundland, all correct traces of 
Sebastian Cabot's history are lost. We hear 
no more of him in contemporary writers until 
1516, and it is highly probable that the cau- 
tious temper of Henry Til. prevented the pro- 
secution of northern voyages, and the search 
after the Meta Incognita, in consequence of 
Gabot's exploit proving so unproductive and 
dangerous. In 1516, when Sir Thomas Fert 
was Vice-Admiral of England, an expedition 
for the discovery of a southern passage, under 
the guidance of Sebastian Cabot, was fitted 
out. He steered for Brazil, bat failing in the 
attempt, went to Hispanida and Puerto Rico. 
Disappointment and chagrin, it is con- 
jectured, caused him to leave England, uid 
to enter into the service of Spain, where nau- 
tical merit was then better rewarded. Accord- 
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inglj we find that Herrera, the best and most 
correct Spimish historian of the Indies, states 
that he was received according to his acquired 
fame, and made piloto mayor, or principal 
pilot of the kingdom. I have searched Her- 
rera's ponderous work, in four folio volumes, in 
vain, to find an account of the previous 
path by which Cabot was so distinguished; 
imd it is only in the first that anything 
is sEud about it,* where Herrera afibrds the 

* The following U all Herrera Mjra : — " Porque 
aunqae muchos oavegaron ftsia el Norte costeando 
lo8 Baccalaos, y tierra del Labrador, como mostrasa ' 
aquella parte poco rigueza, do bvo memoria dellos, ni 
auD de otros, que fu^ron por la parte de Paria, salvo 
loe que ae han referido : los que por la parte del Norte 
descubiieroD, fu^ron Gaspar Cortereal Cavallero For- 
tugu^s, y an hennano auyo, el aio de 1500 con dos 
carav^lu, j no liizo mat que dexar sti nombre k las 
Islas que estan a la boca del golfo quadrado en lUBti de 
50 grades, tnixo 60 hombres de aquella tierra, y vino 
espantado de las muchas nieves, y heladae de la mar, y 
al fin bolvieron los dos liermanos k navegar, y m per- 
dieron. Tambien fucron k esta tierra gentee de Nor- 
rega con el piloto Juan Seduco, y Sebastian Gaboto 
fui por orden del Rey Enrique VII. de Ingalaterra, 
con dos navios, porque tambien procurava la coDtra- 
tacion de la eapeceria. otros dizen que arnid a su costa, 
y que iva por saber que tierras eran las Indias, y para 
poblar. ElevoSOO borabres, y caminaro la buelta de 
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reuoDB why tiie Cadwlic B[ing emplt^od 
Amerigo Vespooci, wiiidi wu in oonsequenoe 
of the F<M>tagaMe and oUier nations bong 
actirelj employed npon the greet qnes- 
ti«i of the miknown passage to tJie Spice 
Mands and Catfaay. This document scarcely 
needs translating, as it is a mere rec^ita- 
Istiffli of that Trhich has be^i already ad- 
Taoced; but ^ort as it is, it strongly asnsts 
in the conjecture that CaiMt really discovered 
Newfoundland instead of Labrador, and that 
he was tamed back from the north by the 
ice and cold. 

Ekrrera, howeTer, enters much more at 
length in his second rolnme upon the fatore 
career of Cabot, who we find assisting at the 
great conncil between the Spaniards and Por- 

iala&dia sobre el cabo del Lftbndor, hasta pooerae en 
68 grxdoi, y porqiie por el met de Julio ktU grandes 
hielof, f faaza mucho fria, no mo poasar mas adelaate, 
dixo que los dios eras gnndtssimos, y caii sin nocbe, 
y las Doches muy claras, por eata fualdad dio la budbk 
JbEia Poniente, y refaaziendooo en los Baccilaoa, corrto 
la coata baata 38 grados y de alii se bolvio a Ingab- 
terra, y eate Uevo mas noticia destas partes que ningua 
otro. Bretones y gentea de Dinamarca ha ido tam* 
luen k los Baccalaos y Jacques Cartici, Fraooea, fu^ 
iloB vezea con tres galtones." Book L ob^. zvi. 
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tngoese concaiung the respective rights at 
tiiose natioiu ia the aewly^niiscoTered le^ons, 
as grand pilot; an office iriiich gave him the 
co&tndling advice of the nnmafHia Spanish 
vof ^es <^ discoTory then projecting or mafcing, 
and which led to his own aeecmd attempt to 
praietrate to the Pacific by the south. We 
find him then, in 1524, at the head of all tiw 
great nav^tcas of the day assemUed in o«i- 
dave, his name being placed first in the list 
of cosmographers and navigators, " men ca- 
pable of making sea charts, and expert m the 
globes, maps, astrolobea, and like amvenient 



In 152d,t we find him solicited by aevortd 
d the lading merchants of Seville to onder- 
take the atten^t to penetrate to India by the 
Straits of Magellan, and vi»t the S[Hce 
Islands, as well as to discover '* ThaTsis^ 
Ophir, Orient^ GaUiay, and Cipango,'* and 
to load his vessels with " gold, silver, predoos 
atones, peazis, drugs, spices, silks, tH-ocades, 
and other valuable things." 

Cabot met with the difficulties attendant 

• Herren, Derada Teraen, pag« 159. Book VI. 
ekap. -n. 
f Vide Deoada Tercent, Labro IX. <mp. iii- M. 218. 
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upon all foreigners who presumed to have more 
knowledge than the native Spaniards, and 
vrMch ColnmbuB had so lu^ly experienced; 
and when he had sailed at length, in the be^ 
ginning of April, 1525, after encountering 
this storm of homan passions, he touched at 
the Canaries, the Cape Verds, and at last 
reached Cape St. Augustine, and die Isle of 
Fatos, and all Saints' Bay. Herrou observes 
here, that Sebastian Cabot did not conduct 
faimBelf in this voyage as a seaman of expe- 
rience,* or even as a thorough sea captain, for 
thej wanted a sufficiency of provision and 
good government. Thus, in a state of dearth 
and mutiny, he worked up the Kio de la Plata, 
discovered the Island of St. Gabriel, where he 
anchored, and proceeded in boats for three 
leagues up a large river, which he named 
St. Salvador. Here he brought his vessels to, 
and unloaded them, built a fort, and pro- 
ceeded to trace the stream. 

At this place he remained after various 

* Herrera states, in the lodes, that he was a better 
coBmographer tfaas seainaa ; but we have only to refer 
to the harassing life Colambus led with his Spanish 
employers and servants, to believe that poor Cabot was 
the victim of Spanish pride and jealousy. 
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unhappy adventures, for five years; at the 
expiration of which term he embarked in his 
largest vessel with the remainder of his men 
and his property, and returned in her to Spain, 
in 1531. He lost many of his companions 
in combats with the Indians, and bnilt another 
fort on the river Larcarana, which was called 
*' La Fortaleza Goboto, or Santespiritu." 

Cabot arrived, in the spring of 1531, at the 
Spanish court, where he was not well received, 
as his severity towards the mutineers during 
his voyage had made him many enemies, from 
the same causes which Columbus ezperieDced, 
who fell under the pride and envy of the 
Spaniards. He remained, however, as pilot- 
major, and continued in the Spanish service 
until the close of the reign of Henry VIII. ; 
for, in the beginning of that of Edward VI.^ 
he was patronised by the Duke of Somerset, 
and presented by that nobleman to the king.* 

In Hackluyt, is " A Copie of the Letters. 
Patent of £ing Edward .VI. to Sebastian Ca- 
bota, constituting him Grand Pilot of England, 
and graunting him an Annuitie, or yeerly 
Revenue, of One Hundred Threescore and Six 

* Strf pC) Memoriak, rol. ii. 
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Potmds, thirteen Shillings, and four Pence. 
Witness, the King, at Westminster, 6th Jan- 
uarj, in the second Teere of oar Reign, 1549." 
And in this year, also, it is stated timt the Em- 
peror Charles I. requested Edward to send him 
to Spain again, as he tss required there in his 
ci^kacity of grand pilot, and could not he <^ 
mach serrice to the EngUah, vho had not 
much recourse to, or poseesuons in, the Indies. 

Edward appeared, however, to know his 
own interests, and Cabot hia own value hetter, 
fw he rouained in high favour with liie 
English monarch, and was his chief adviser 
in all mercantile and muine a&irs, par- 
tjcnlarly in the very important matters with 
the merchants of the steelyard in 1550, who 
were foreigners settled in England, and so 
called, from steel bdng imported by them. 

Cabot, who was now at the head of a body 
of niCTchant adventurers for the discovery 
of unknown regicHis, memorialized l^e king 
against the great privil^es which had been 
granted to these strangers, and after a patient 
hearing before the Privy Council, obtained a 
decree, setting aside tJieir pretension to be a 
legal corporation. 
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In 1553, we find him issaing* " ordinances, 
instmctions and adTertisements, of aad for 
the direction of the intended voyage for 
Ca&aye, compiled, made and ddivered hy 
the right worshipinl M. Sebastiut Cabota, 
Esq., Governor of the Mystery and Company 
of the MerchMits Adveatnrers, for the Dis- 
covery of Regions, Dominions, Islands, and 
places unknown, the 9th of May, in the year 
of our Lord, 1563, 7th Edward VI." 

Cabot had now turned his attention to the 
discovery of a passage to China, by the north 
east, and hence, the voyage of Richard Chan- 
cdlor, which is thus alluded to in Eden's 
curious black letter book (quoted already) 
imder the head of — 

" A discourse tif dyuers vyages and wayes, 
by the whiche spices, precious stones, and 
golde, were brought in owlde time from India 

* Hacklu;t, folio 1589, page 1259 ; and in the same 
work, at page 353, ve have the letter of Edward VI. 
to fttreigQ poteDtatea on the subject : — " Exemplar 
epiatoltF seu iiUerarum missivaruni qua* iltustriHimus 
princips Edvardui ejus nominis sextus, mitit ad prin- 
cipes septentrionalem ac orientalem mundi plagam 
iohabitaatesjuzta mare glaciale necnon Indiam Orien- 
talem. Anno Domini 1553, regni suo septimo et 
ultimo." 
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into Europe, and other parte of the worlde ; 
also, of the ryage to Cathat, and East India, 
by the north sea; and of certayne seacretes 
touchynge the same vyage, declared by ibs 
Duke of Moecouie, his ambaasadoore to an 
excellent lemed gentleman of Italic, named, 
Galeatius Butrigarins. Lykewyse of the 
vyages of that woorthy owMe man, Sebastiane 
Cabote, yet liuyinge in England, uid at this 
present, the governor of the coompany of the 
marchantes of Cathay, in the citie of Lon- 
don.* 

" And whereas, I haue before made men- 
tion howe Moscouia was in otrr tyme dis- 
couered by Richard Chancellor, in his viage 
toward CaUiai, by the direction and informa- 
tion of the sayde master Sebastian, who longe 
before had this secreate in bis mynde. I 
shall not neede here to describe that Tiage, 
forasmuche as the same is largdy and fayth- 
fully written in the Laten tonge, by that 
lemed yonge man, Clement Adanis, scole- 
mayster to the Qneene's henshemen, as he re • 
ceaued it at the monthe of the sayde Richard 
Cbanceler." 

* Edition, in black letter, of 1555. 
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The advioe and c^iniohs of Cabot, sup- 
ported as they were by an enthusiastic de- 
termination to make his name &moas to 
posterity, as the projector of the discovery of 
tiie long sought, and yet unknown passage, 
induced many persons of rank, wealth, and 
influence, to associate themselves, as the Com- 
pany of Merchants Adventurers, above alluded 
to ; and they finally obtained a Charter of in- 
corporation from the king, with Cabot as 
goremor for life. 

In Hackluyt, the instructions issued by the 
governor, of which we have given the outline, 
are preserved at length, aud it is said, they 
were read once a week to the enva of the 
three vessels which sailed soon afterwards. 
For his services, he was granted a pension of 
two hundred pounds a year, — a large sum in 
those days ; and although many discrepancies 
exist in the history of the times, as to the 
facts of the first voyage, yet there remains no 
doubt that the one undertaken by Sir Hugh 
Willoughby resulted in the trade to Arch- 
angel, since extended so beneficially for the 
British empire. 

It is not to our present purpose to examine 
the nature of the explorations in the North- 

¥0L. I. E 
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Eulern I07 Seas, whioh were SO doMboiifl to the 
Mtf ly naTifpaton, iiul vhiek, monereT, laxsj be 
£Mmd in scTerat ctdleetioDS of British TOjagss. 

The Boauan ComiMaj ud its afiabre, en- 
groHe4 a Urge pratioii <^ tiie time raid 
petieooe of its originator, Cabot; of wbrna, 
however, fiv want of oontaaporarr biogra|di j, 
we gather but littk more thaa that he went 
en, inoreaas^ in,repatation uid hmoar, to a 
good old age. 

An anecdote occors in Haclduyt, under the 
(bscriptioB of Stephen Bnironghs's jooraal, 
which vt worthy of record hoe, as defdc^ng 
the character t£ the man, and shewing, that 
Mke hia riral Cdumbas, the increase of age 
and iiK&miities neitiier daunted his qorit, nca- 
dimmed his rinons of naTal glo^. " Oa the 
36th of Aiail 1556, whoi he was seroitj- 
six years of i^;e, he wait on board the Seaieh- 
Thii% a small Tcssel, lying at Gravesoid, 
bmmd to finssia, and bestowed upon the crew, 
ri^t libvai reward, and dedt out t^ms to 
the poor of ihe place, beseediing their jnByars 
for the prosperity <rf the undertaking." 

Here he gave also an entert^nment, at the 
sign of the St. Chri^opher, and " for Tery joy 
he had to see the fcorwardness of oar intended 
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discovery," observea Bnrronglis, "he entered 
into the dance himself." 

His patent was renewed shortly before his 
death, which, it is beliered, occurred in 1557, 
or one yew Hubseqnwitly, at the age of serenty- 
Beven. 

Cabot obswred the rariation of the com- 
pass, as well as Coltnabns, but the prior claim 
of that great discovery, we firmly beUere, 
rests with the latter. 

The 24th day of June is still kept in New- 
foundland, as the epoch of its discovery by 
Sebastian Cabot; and wUl, no doubt, hold a 
IHvminent place in the lutnre processions and 
proceedings <if the Natives' Society, esta- 
Uished at St. John's, in 1840; and to the 
care, therefore, of that society we must now 
leave the fntnie fame and recollection of one 
of the greatest navigators of England. 

Most of the sabseqaent discoveries in, and 
voyages to, Newfoundland, are involved in some 
obflcnrity, and it is thus only requisite to trace 
some of the most interesting in this historical 
snmmary. 

The voyages of Cortereal and Verrazani fur- 
niah very little light upcn the subject. 
e2 
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Emmanuel of Fortogal, in the jeu 1500, 
granted a general licence to Caspar de Corte- 
real, to ducoTO' Baccalaos, which Cabot had 
coasted three years before. He visited, disco- 
vered, and named Concc^on Bay, and sailed 
along the shores of Baccalaos, as the coast of 
Korthem America was then called. A short 
account is given by Francisco hapez de Go- 
mara, of his proceedings. 

Osorio also gives another veruon. Caspar 
perished in a second attempt, and his brother 
Michael, vho endeavoured to trace his fate, in 
1501, ^red the same unhappy destiny ; but 
in 1502, the Portuguese established the first 
regular fishery on these shores, and were fol- 
lowed by the Biscayans and the French. Con- 
ception Bay, Portugal Cove, etc., bear in their 
names evidences of these early enterprises of 
the Portuguese. 

The voyage of Verrazani in 1523, on which 
the French laid their claim to Cape Breton, is 
equally vague; but in 1517 foreign nations 
took advantage of Cabot's discovery of the 
wealth of the ocean in these regions, and it is 
said that forty sail of Fortagnese, French, 
and Spaniards were then engaged in the cod 
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fishery.* This roused the attention of Eng- 
land, and in the latter part of the reign of 
Henry VHI., feeWe attempts appear to have 
been made at colonization. 

In Hackluyt, the great soorce of information 
on these early English voyages, we find '* An 
account of the voyage of two ships, whereof 
the one was called the ' Dominus Vobisciun,' 
set out on the 20th of May, in the year of onr 
liord 1527,forthe discovery of the norl^ parts 
of Newfoundland and Cape Britton." And in- 
*' Purchas," vol. iii., page 809, is copied from the 
same sources, aletter to King Henry, in the Haven 
of St. John, in Newfoundland, by John But^ 
master of a ship, sent thither, and employed 
in fishing, 3rd August 1527;" probably the 
first anthentic record of the present capital of 
the island. 

In 1534, the celebrated navigator, Jacques: 
Gartier, was entrusted, at the recommendation 
of Chabot, Admiral ofFrance, with a conmiission 
to discover and colonize the northern parts of 

' Hackluyt, vol. iii. p. 499. M'Pherson'a AddaIb oT 
Commerce, 4 vols. 4to, Ediaburgh, 1806, vol. ii. p. 51. 
Memoir of Sebastian Cabot, pp. 52, 55. Polar Seas 
Mid Regions, p. 190. Cabinet Libraiy, BritiaK Ame- 
rica, Sod vol. Edinburgb, 1839. 
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the New World. He airiTedi with two small 
Teasds of sboat tw«ity tont each* it Newfoonl- 
land<Hi the iOth (tfUaj l5B4taad toached at 
ornearCape Bonavista, thence proceedingalo&g 
the eastern and eonthem coast of the iE^d 
oQtil he entered the Golf of Bt. Lawrence, and 
dkcoTOTed first the Bird Islets, then the .Baj of 
Ch^eur, which had heen, however, prenxiaty 
Tisited by the Spaniards, uid t^iber exploring 
much of the great gnlf he returned to France, 
uid pt>babl7 fancying that he lud at length 
finind the Meta Incognita, sailed on the follow- 
mg year and discorered AutioMti, Canada, and 
the St. Lawrence as far as MontareaL 

Atttsnpts were now seriously made by Eng- 
land to c<donize Newfonndiand, and in 1536, 
is the twoity-eighth year a( Henry VIIL's 
reign, " Master Robert Here and divers trtJier 
gentlemen" went for Newfoundland and Gape 
&!eton. 'Rcan and his ecaDpamons snffered 
such great privations and fatigne that they 
fiuled in thm de»gn,* after beii^ neaxij 

* HteUnjt, tdL iii. p. 1S9, 704, uid Campbell's 
lives of the Admirali, vol. i. p. 339. Henrr VIII., 
noved at the miaeriei endared bj these adTentaren, 
pMcifled tbe Freooh cWn for indemaitj' hj pafing fer 
the seized vessel, and pranoting seT««l who returned 
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starved to death, frtHU which &te they wen 
only relieved by aeutmg a French vesael ladea 
with provisioes. The French were mere alive 
to the importance of the conntry in conse- 
quence of its proximity to Canada, and tha«- 
fore, in January 1540, Francois de la Boque, 
Seigneur de Bobervalf obtained a patent from 
Francis I., coostituting him Lord of Norimbe- 
qoa, or of nearly all the North American coasts. 
Viceroy and Lieat.-Gienfflral of Canada, Hoche- 
laga, Montreal; the Sagaensy, TerreNeuve, or 
Newfoundland ; Belle Isle, Carpon, now Quir> 
pon, an island near Cape St. John ; Labrador, 
the Bay of Chalenr, and Baccalao, the island 
and coast near and South of Bonavista. 

This qipoiDtinent, which so markedly in- 
cludes the inaigaifieuit islet, w Bird Bock of 
Baoealao, tends unexpectedly to confirm tba 
(^union that Cal)Dt actually first disoorered 
land at that point, or Bonavista. 

Bobraral sailed eariy in tin summer of 

from tlw voyage, whiih wu made in tbe Trinity of 
140 tons, and tbe Minioo oflew burden ; there wen Id 
all one hnadred and twenty persona intent on discorery 
in Newfoundland, but tluir proviafona failed. Htek- 
luyt bad the particulars afterwards, horn Mr. Batt^ 
who was tbe o«lf aorrivii^ penon. 
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1540, with five ships, Jacqnes Cartier being 
his admiral, or chief commander. Some at- 
tempts were made to colonize .and to examine 
Cape Breton, Newfonndland, and Labrador, 
but wiUumt much sacoess, and the fact 
of the second being an island still remained 
unknown, and the subeequent voyage of Ro- 
berral npon an enlarged scale was so disas- 
trous that the fate (tf this expedition has never 
been traced to this day. 

We find, however, that the fishery on the 
banks of Newfoundland was at tiiis early 
period (1540)* vigoroosly pursued; for in 
Hackluyt, p. 521, there is given an extract 
of " An Act against the exaction of Money, or- 
any other thing, by any officer, for licence to 
Traffique in Ireland or Newfoundland, temp. - 
An. 2 Edwurdi sexti," and, in 1533, Cabot was 
urging the discovery of the northern passage 
to Cathay. 

In 1576, Frobisber was driven by the ice to 
Newfoundland. Some of the natives came on 
board his ship, but sending them ashore in a 
boat with five sailors, neither the boat nor 

* Id 1540, tbe English fint steadily pursued the 
Newfoundland flsheries, from the ports of LondoD, 
Bristol, Biddeford, and Barnstaple chiefly. 
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men were ever seen again. He seized one of 
the Indians and took him to England, where 
he died soon afterwards. 

In 1578, some new light appears to break 
upon the history of the i^and; for in Hack- 
luyt, p. 674, we find a letter written to him 
hj M. Antouie Furkhurst, gentleman, contain- 
ing a report of the true state and commodities- 
of Newfoundland. England had then fifty ships 
engaged in the fishery, and began seriously to 
consider the necessity pS taking possession of 
the country, as in four years the Tessels had 
increased from thirty to the above number; 
but England was still xmahle to contend with 
France and Spain, both those nations having 
each at least 150 sail, whilst the Portuguese 
had 50. 

Piratical adventurers were also rife, and to 
such an extent did they carry their daring, 
that one named Easton commanded ten vessels 
of war, and soon afterwards levied black mail 
upon all engaged in the fisheries, impressed a 
himdred sailors for his feet, and made hb 
rendezvous at Ferry land. 

We next find " <jopies of the Letters in 
Latin and English, to the worshipfull Master 
Richard Hackluyt, at Oxford, in Christ Church, 
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Master of Arts, dated in NewfmuUsnd, at 
St. John's Fort, the sizt <^ Angnst, 1583, 
giving an Account of that Mand, and the Let- 
' ten patent giannted by Her Majestae to Sir 
Hnmifrey Gilbert, of Compton, in the Cotmtie 
(£ Devon, Knight, {<a inhabiting tuid planting 
<kf oar Feopte in America. Witiieeae oursetf, 
at Westzoinster, the xi day of June, the 20th 
jeare of our Seigne, 1579." 

This patent gave rise to the expedition 
irhidi followed it, and accordingly HaoUnyt 
tiien gives " A Tme aoconnt of the late Dig- 
'Ooveries, and possession taken in the ri^t of 
tibe Crowne of England, of the New-foui^- 
land,* by that valiant and worthy gentlraoan. 
Sir Hamfrey Gilbert, Snt., wherein is also 
briefly set downe her Highness a lawful Title 
thereunto, and the great and manifold oranmo- 
dities, etc Written by Sir George Feohim, 
Kt^ the chief adventurer and fortherer of tiie 
«aid voyage to NeirftHmdland, A.D. 1583, 25th 
Elizabeth." 

This was the dawn of the Aiture imptataDoe 
of the colony, and amongst the briUiant names 
engaf^ in fitting oat 1^ expedition under 

• Hackluyt, p. 71B. 
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the auspices of ibe maiden queen, shines forth 
Walter Baleigh, who undertook to establish 
settlements on all the coasts over which she 
claimed jorisdietion in the new world, from 
the disooveries of Cabot. 

Elizabeth heaped dignities and viceregal 
powers upon Baleigh and Gilbert, and a 
prohibition was laid also upon any other 
adventurer ; all being ctunmanded not to ap- 
proadi, without the permission of Gilbert, 
within 200 leagues of aaj settlement he might 
form during the succeeding six years. He 
was created viceroy, admiral, and sole judge, 
tiie dovn reserving only a fifth part of all the 
precious metals to be discovered. 

Their first attempt was marred by jealousies 
of the inferior adventnrei^ and a misfortune 
which, though carefully kept out of sight in 
their annals, is believed to have arisen from 
an engagement at sea with a Spanish squadron, 
by i^ch l^ey lost one lai^ vessel,* with Cap- 
tain Morgan, an officer of great merit. 

The fleet returned to Eng^d, and for some 
time inactivity prevaOed again, Sir Walter Sa- 

• See the Life of Sir Walter Raleigh. London, 
Sro. 1740. 
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leighbeingeDgagedin the Irish wars. Finding, 
however, that the tenn of the patent, which 
was for six years only, was shortening, he 
built a strong ship, named it after himself, ani 
with his brother-in-law, Sir Humphrey Gilbert, 
fitted out a new fleet, consisting of five vessels, 
of which the Baleigh was the Ifurgest, and even 
that not more than 200 tons burthen. 

Sir Walter was now vice-admiral under Gil- 
bert, and sailed from Plymouth on the 11th of 
June, 1583. Baleigh was, however, to be 
spared from the fatal termination of this 
voyage, for soon after leaving Europe, a con- 
tagions disorder appeared on board the vessel 
he sMled in, which obliged him to return in 
great distress to Plymouth. 

Sir Humphrey Gilbert arrived at St. John's, 
in Newfoundland, in the beginning of August, 
in the Delight, of 120 tons, having with him 
the Golden Hind, of 50 tons; the Swallow,' 
also of 50 tons; and the Squirrel, a little 
barque of only 10 tons burthen, which sepa- 
rated from the fleet in a fog on the 20th of 
July. 

In this squadron, feeble as it was, were 260 
adventurers, amongst whom were some pirates, 
who had been condemned to service in the fleet, 
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and who were the canse of much after troutle. 
He enlisted also masons, carpenters, and 'black- 
smiths, musicians, morris-dancers, hobby-horses, 
and every description of persons whose vocations 
were useful, or likely to attract the savages. 

He made the coast on the 30th of July, and 
such was the extent of verdure at that season, 
adorned as the rocks were with berry-bearing 
plants and flow^, and well covered with forest, 
that the crews were delighted with their pros- 
pects. But Parmenius, the learned correspon- 
dent of Hackluyt, did not much approve of this 
wildness of nature, for he observes, ^^ My good 
Hacklut/t, of the manner of this country 
what shall I say, when I see nothing hut a 
very wildemesse.'' 

The Swallow soon joined them, and her crew, 
chiefly composed of pirates, had, in the mean 
time, plundered a French vessel on the banks, 
stripped the crew of their clothing, and tor- 
tured them. Several of tiiese miscreants were 
drowned, in returning in a smtdl boat to their 
ship, and the others soon after met a de- 
served fate. 

On the 5th of August, 1583, Sir Humphrey 
Gilbert took formal possession of Newfound- 
land, in the name of his sovereign mistress, and 
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reeaved the t^aovledged obedieDce of the 
erevra of thirt^'OX dupt oi different Bfttitms, of 
which sixteen irere fin^isb, m the harbeor of 

St. Jt^n. 

Here wc first meet with the l&m, bj irhich 
the ^Atry wu for a long time afterwords go- 
Tcnied and n^nlated. 

Sir Homphrejr issued an ordinance proclaim- 
ing that a circmt c^ two hundred leagnes 
axoond St. John's in every directi<m, was held 
bj him in virtne of tiie powm invested in 
him, and demanded from all the strangra^ a 
formal presentation ai wood and water, in 
b^en of possession for himself, his heirs, and 
assigns for ever. 

The English laws, constitation, and church 
government were established, whilst it was 
made penal for anybody to attempt anything 
prejudicial to the newly acqoired domini(m; 
and, amongst other enactments, it was de- 
dared, that any person nttering words "to 
tiie dishonoor t^ hn* majesty" should lose his 
ears. The viceroy also levied contributions 
on all the fishing vessels, which were complied 
with the more readily as the discovery ships 
were well armed, and the others were not. 

Sir Humphrey had, however, a most trouble- 
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Bome task. Severn of his people, dugnsted 
witb the Goimtry and ^e prospect of winter- 
ing tiiere, deserted ia all directions, seizing 
the fishing vessels, and turning their crew^ 
aahore, and eren laid a plot to seize the whole 
fleet. 

The Sqnirrd having made aootiier port of 
the ncs^boaring coast, and the sick haring 
hecome numerous, the aibniral aeat hooM the 
Swallow, in whicli he oubarked all those who 
were sufieriog from disease, and without 
taking anj furUur steps towards colonizing 
Newfoundland, sailed on the 20th Angost, 
steering for Sable I^and, which had been ap- 
pointed as a rendezTtms, rery unpropitionslj. 

^norant of the dangers <ii the narigation, 
after leaving Cape Bace, and meeting stormj 
weather on Hie 29th, the Delight stmck on a 
^kaI and became a wreck; and for six days, 
axteen of the ciew were tempest-tossed In a 
. littte boat, and the remaincUr, refoaing to quit 
their vessel, doubtless perished in her. This 
boat, without water or provision, made the 
coast of Newfoundland again; and the crew, 
after living on berries in the woods, were 
taken to Passages, in Spain, bj a Biscayaii 
fisherman. 
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Sir Humphrey Gilbert, who had beoi survey- 
ing the coast in the little Squirrel, soon learned 
hisioishsp, from those of the Delight irho had 
escaped. 

He now made preparations for crossing the 
ocean, and was urged to quit the nnt-shell in 
which he had embarked, and go on board the 
Golden Hind. His reply is characteristic of 
the brother-in-law of Haleigh — '* I will not 
forsake my little company, with whom I have 
passed so many, storms and perils." 

They reached the paralld of the Azores in 
safety, but there encountered a storm of so 
terrible a nature that it quailed their hearts, 
Sir Humphrey alone retaining his self-posses- 
sion. The Golden Hind k^t as near the little 
Squirrel and her brave admiral as the perilous 
mounttuns of waters would permit, and the 
crew, with dismay, saw him sitting and cfdmly 
]:«ading on the deck, and heard him bid them 
be of cheer, for said he, " We are as near to 
heaven by sea as by land." 

At night, the blackness of darkness fell upon 
the ocean; the lights in the Squirrel suddenly 
disappeared, and this is all that will ever be 
chronicled of the fate of one of the bravest of 
t^e adventurers who sought iu the glorious 
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reign of Elizabeth to extend the Dominion of 
Engknd in the western world.* 

Of all the armament, the Golden Hind alone 
returned, and she was a mere wreck; and 
Captain Hayes wrote an account of the dis- 
covery, which is given in No. 7 of the Ap- 
pendix to this work. 

Disastrous as were these results, the spirit 
of Raleigh and Fecham rose superior to them. 
The latter had liberally contributed to the 
adventure, and now wrote a treatise on colo- 
nization in the new world, stimulating the 
spirit of the nation to fresh attempts. Cap- 
tain Carlile also memorialized the Muscovy 
Company, and obtained its approval of a new 
expedition, which, however, did not take effect. 

• Hackluyt, p. 679, "A report of the voyage and 
sucGe88e thereof, attempted in the yeare of our Lord 
1583, by Sir Humfrey Gilbert, knight, with other 
gentlemen assisting him in that action, intended to 
discover and to plant Christian inhabitants in places 
convenient, upon those large and ample countries ex- 
tending northward from the Cape of Florida, not in 
the actual possession of any Cliristian prince. Written 
by Mr. Edward Haies, gentleman, and principal actor 
in the same voyages, who alone continued unto the 
end ; and by heaven's special assistance returned home 
with bis retinue, safe and sound." 
TOL. I. F 
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Sir Walter Saleij^ tiieo l^oadied tibe soIk 
ject of examining tbe contineiit of America ia 
a milder latitude, and Newfoundland was long 
n^lected for the £1 Dorado vision — a vision 
glorions in its conception, and which hag since 
peopled North America with the Anglo-Saxon 
race. 

Less-dietingnided names most now be 
cited, as containing the alnuwt abandoned pro- 
ject of colonizing Newfoundland; and we shal]^ 
bef(H% we notice tiiese attempts, mention the 
Toyage of Henry Hudson towards Nova Zem- 
bla, as given by Fnrchae, vol. iii. p. 5S1. 

This voyage of Hudson was his third, for the 
discovery of the unknown straits, and, on his 
return he passed " from Farre laluids to New- 
foundland, and along to fourty-four d^jrees 
tea minutes, and thence to Cape Cod, and eo to 
33 degrees, etc, in 1609." The acconnt of 
this visit to Newfoundland, in Purchas, was 
written by £obert Ives, of Limehouse, in the 
seventh of James I. ; and was followed, in 
1610, by a " Patent for Newfoundland, and 
the Plantation thereof made by the English, 
1610; delivered in a letter dated thence from 
M. Guy to M. Sliuiey; treating, also, of tbe 
Weather the three first Winters, and of Cap- 
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tain Weston, witk ot^ r«nai:kaUe Occni^ 
rente.** 

Tfaifl ezpeditaoa was upon a lai^e scale, and 
vas promoted l^ Mr. Goy^, a Bristol merchant, 
iriio puUished Bereral pamphktB, cmd obtained 
the patrons^ and assistance of the celelnrated 
Sir Francis Bacon, Lord Northampton, and Sir 
IVands Tanfidd, to whom, with forty aeso- 
ciates, a patent was then granted, styling tiliem, 
" The Treasorer and Company of Adventurera 
and Planters of the Citie of London and Brie- 
ixA, for the Colony and Plantation of New- 
foundland.'* 

Their territory was dedared to reach from 
Cape Bonavista to (^cpe St. Mary, and th^ 
were even invested with the royal rif^ts of the 
precicns metals, and the entire property <^ the 
hmd, soil, and mines, widi vice-regal powers 
of the most extended nature; and, in short, 
the only important reservation was that the 
fisheries should be open- to aJl Briti^ sul^jects, 
bat ail liie seas and iduids within ten miles of 
tlie coast, irom N. L. 46 degrees to 52 degrees, 
were declared to be in their dominion. 

It is most interesting to trace this adven- 
ture. Mr. Guy sailed from Bristol, 1610, 
with three ships and thirty-nine persons, as 
r2 
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GoTernor. He settled Ms little colony ' at 
Mosquito Cove, in Conception Bay, and built 
a dwelling and storehouse, with a fortified 
enclosure of 120 feet, by 90, in which he 
mounted three cannons, and remained latere 
for two years, during which time he gained 
the esteem of the Red Indians. 

His letter to his friend, Mr. Slaney, already 
quoted, contains, amongst other interesting 
matter, an account of the climate, which he 
describes as not so cold as ^at of England; 
that the rivulets had not been frozen during the . 
depths of winter, and that, unless for about a 
fortnight during that season, the settlers could 
travel to great distances. 

Guy left his colony in charge of William 
Colston, who also describes the country, but 
not so favourably, as six of the settlers died 
out of twenty-five, who had been seized with 
scurvy. , 

Guy went back in the sununer of 1612, 
fmd by his activity soon arranged matters, 
and the sick had recovered, by usii^ turnips.* 

* TbU is the first agricultural Dotice of the capa- 
bility of the soil, which is well fitted for the cultivation 
nf that root. 
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He ondertook a surrey of the coast, and met 
with two canoes of the Red Indians; but 
after this adTeatnre, we hear little more of 
him, as he abandoned his design, and the 
settlement, wanting his presence, soon lan- 
guished. 
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HISTOET FROM FIBST ATTEMPT AT SETTLEMENT 
DOWN TO 1842. 

We now approach more lucid gFoiind, haviiig 
before us a copy of *' A Discoqbse and Dis- 
COTEBT OF Nbtv-found-land, with many 
reasons to proove how worthy and beneficiall 
a plantation may there be made after a far 
better manner than now it is. Together with 
the laying open of certaine enormities and 
abuses committed by some that trade to that 
eountrey, and the meanes Udd downe for 
reformation thereof. Written by Captaine 
Eichard Whitboume, of Exmonth, in the 
county of Deuon, and published by authority. 
As also an imitation, and likewise certaine let- 
ters from that countrey, which are printed in 
the latter part of this booke. Imprinted by 
Feliz Kingston, 1622." Small 4toj and dedi- 
cated to James L 
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Fev higtories hare been so eat up as thi» 
predoaa remnaut of that of Newfonndlaiid, and 
in ray opinuxi great mjiutice has been done 
to it, inasmuch as, being now a v&j scarce 
iroA, most of its critics hare taken a great 
deal npon credit. It shall, howerer, speak £01 
itsdf ; its importance being manifest, as taking 
the lead <^ dl the treatises npcn the coontrj, 
it being the first complete one extant. 

King James thought so highly of it that he 
iwoed the followiog tn-der in Council, at Theo- 
balds, on the 12th <tf April, 1622 : " With tlw 
copy of a Reference made from the King's Mast 
Exo^Ient Majestie, for recommending Cap- 
tain Whitboome's Disconise concerning New- 
foundland, so as the same may be distributed 
to tiie sereral parishes of tius kingdom, for the 
encouragement of adTentnrerB unto plantation 
there. As also a letter from ibe Sight 
Honourable the Lords of the Council to the 
Most Bererened Fathen the Lords Ardibish(^ 
of Canterbury and Yorke. Dat. Whitehall, 
the last day of Jane, 1622, with a list of the 
names of some who have undertakeai to hdpe 
and advance his U^jestie's |dantation in the 
Nev-foond-land : witii etiracts a! certain 
letters written from the Govenuff, C^ £A* 
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ward Winne to Sir George Calvert, bis Ma- 
jestie's Secretary of State, and others, in 
diisyeare 1622." 4to.l622; and in Puidias, 
TOl. v., p. 11B9. 

. Whitbonnie appears to have been a. most 
persevering and painstaking mariner, and, ao- 
om-ding to fais own statement, had been tho- 
roQ^y initiated into the mysteries of his 
craft. He /was employed in a sh^ of his ovn 
against the Spanish Armada in 1588, and as 
early as 1578, he had been in Trinity Ha> 
boor, Newfomidland, where he obtained peltry 
and fish in great qnantities. 

In 1583, Whitbonme describes his meeting 
witii Sir Honqihrey Gilbert at St. John's, this 
being on the second voyage to Newfoondland 
of WMtboume. He made a third in 1585, 
and then met in the same harbonr with Sir Bo^ 
nard Drake, who had been sent from England 
with a fleet and oommisfflon from Qaeen Eliza- 
beth, to assert her Sovereignty, which he 
^fectually did by seizing several Fortugnese 
vesseU, and carrying them home as prizes, with 
their cargoes of train oil. 

In short, Whitboume appears to have been 
almost yearly employed in the trade, and after 
mentioning his encounter witli the bucoai^er 
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Easton, in 1612, he relates an interview with 
Sir Hemy Mainwaring and his fleet, in 1614, 
to iriiom he appears to have been very usefol. 

It was at this period that England se^ms 
to have awakened from the trance into which 
she had fallen respecting the importance of 
obloniaafion in the New World, to which Sir 
Homfrey GUbert had so gallantly led the way. 

In 1€15, Whitboome was sent to Newfoiind- 
land with a conuuission &om the Admiralty 
of. Enf^and,' to establish order among' the 
boisterous fishermen, and to correct the great 
abuses which then subsisted among them. 
One hundred and seventy masters of vessels 
submitted their grievuiees to his jurisdiction, 
and he made an attempt to empannel juries in 
the harbours most frequented. This may be 
considered as the dawn of colonization, and 
renders Newfoundland, independently of l^e 
previous discovery, the oldest acknowledged 
colony of Britain in the western world. 

In 1618, Whitboume, to whom Newfound- 
land is so deeply indebted, again visited it, to 
increase a small colony of which he was made 
Governor, which had been sent out by Doctor 
Vaughan, a Welsh gentleman, in 1616, who 
had purchased part of Lord Northampton's 
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patent. This settlcDM^ wu eaUed CavkMl, 
uid ma <m Aat part of tlie aontfc ooast, nam 
named Uttle Britain, and wu ex p amij 
^aaned on such a scale at to make agriaal- 
taral ponaitB and the fishay nnttnallj dqiend 
■p<m eadi other. 

He ^^tean to hare retained hone ia KISS, 
and wrote the hoA we have qnoted to indaoe 
settlement; and ^khi a carefnl pcrosal of that 
part of lite work of winch he is the anthar, 
Aere aeemi to be noUiiag but what maj be 
taSj bone oat by present e^wricnce. It will 
be quoted heKafter. 

"Die next great attempt at coloniaatian was 
Hut, undertaken by order of the Secietaiy <rf' 
State to James L, Sir George Calvert, a 
Soman Gatiudic, who was afberwards Lord 
Baltimore, ai^ lAoselatter title has been per- 
petuated in the settiement of Maryland. 

^Geo^e, in order toenjoy the oTidwckied . 
exercise of his religion, obtained a grant of the 
tract* of the south-eastern coart of Newfound- 
land, lymg betweea the Bay (rf Bull«,f or, as 
some accounts say, between Trinity Bay, smI 

* Andersoa oa CommeTce, vol..i> page 495. 

t A corruptloii of the French words, " Bus <le» 
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C^ St. Marf'e, or file Bsj *yl Flacen^* 
tiioa embntcii^ tie whole peninsola of AtoIob, 
in ahndate proprietcat^. 

It is mil known that at ^s ^Kich crowds 
ef pilgrims, of sects and of creeds diifering 
£rom the Churcli of England, were pooling 
tiscoeA the Atlantic, and the resting-place for 
the S«nan CsthoHc persecnted was cdiosen at 
Fen^and, and his grant was styled Ar^cm, 
frt»n t^ ancient name of Glastonbnrj, where 
Christianity was first preached in Britain. 
This name has ance extended to t^ whole 
peninsnla between C<mcepta<ni Bay imd the 
Bay cf ^acentia. About the suae tune, 
Carey, Viscount Falkland, ^n Lord Lieute- 
nant of Ireland, established another cc^ony. 

Lord Baltimore resided at Ferrylandf for 

* In 16SS, the ship iriiieh Sir WiUiam Alexander 
UBt to Goloiize Acftdia, or Nova Scntia, wintered in 
Newfoundland, but returned disappointed, after visit- 
ing a few harbours in Nova Scotia. 

f This is called Foriland by Whitboume, and may 
fc« a COTTuptioo of Fore laland, which is «{q>liaUe to 
the locality. It is, however, written Ferryland in the 
first letter from the governor to Sir George Calvert, 
dated July, 1623, which is appended to Whitboume's 
btxA, and contaias extravagaacea, fron which that 
asthor'a r^atation has siifferad. 
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sereral yean, and biult a lai^ house and a 
strong fort on the Isle aox Bois ; but havbg 
obtained another large grant of Maryland, he, 
after revisiting England, finally settled there, 
and thence arose the now important city of 
Baltimore. 

We find little subsequently to this period, in 
the early annals, to interest the reader respect- 
ing the colonists in Newfoundland, excepting 
that in twenty years afterwards it was computed 
that 350 families were settled in difierent har- 
bours, and that the finery had grown to vast 
importance : so mnch so indeed that even so 
early as 1626, one hundred'and fifty vessels were 
dispatched from Devonshire alone, and England 
began to monopolize the trade of Spain and 
Italy. But the pirates or buccaneers and the 
French fishermen were very nnmerous, and the 
former bussed the trade very grievously, 
whilst the latter began to rival us in the suc- 
cessful pursuit of the cod. 

The year 1633 is celebrated for a code of 
regulations drawn up for the government of . 
tiie fisheries.* 

* Charles I., through the Star Chamber, directed 
these regulations to be carried into effect; and, amongtt 
otber orders, noticed sabsequeatly in the text, eita- 



by Google 



SETTLEMENT DOWN TO 1843. 77 

In 1635, the eleventh of Charles I., per- 
mission was granted to the French to cure 
and dry fish in Newfoundland, upon con- 
dition of payment of a duty of five per 
cent on the produce, which was continued 
for forty-one years; and, in 1660, this enter- 
prising people founded a colony in Plai- 
sance, or Placentia Bay, which they afterwards 
long occupied,* and it was admirably chosen, 
but which I^ogland has since most unaccount- 
ably overlooked. 

In 1663 the British fishery was first encou- 
raged by an entire exemption from tax or 
toU. 

It will now be necessary to break the thread 
of the narrative a little, in order to trace the 
successive steps towards the settlement of law 
and government. 

The colonists found the ineflScacy of the 

blished the fishing admirals, — the skipper, or master, 
of that fishing vessel which first arrived at a station 
being thereby madejudge, or vice'sdmiral, for the sea- 
son, whence have arisen the terms "Admiral's beach," 
Admiral, and Vice-admiral, on different parts of the 
coasts of Newfoundland. The power of those gene- 
rally illiterate men was very great, and very greatly 
abused, and was of course not very long tolerated. 
■ McPherson, vol. ii., pp. 338, 389, 401. 
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ffrtem of jnneB attCMpted by Whitboarue, 
and were diigiuted At tfaetri^andelucsDeiy 
ai the filling adBurds, vho were first fiv- 
Bally appointed b/ dK mles (^ liie Star 
Chamber, in 1633; whikt foor different and 
fjMhing charten had been ako grated, in 
1578 or 1583 to Sir Hnmphr^ Gilbert; in 
1610, to L(H<d NortiiaaptcHi tad o&en; m 
abont 1623, to Sir Gtor^ Gtirert; and 
in 1628 another to the Marqnig of Hamiltcm, 
Sir David Kirk, and oilers, under pretenee 
lliat Lwd Baltimore had deserted bifl eettle- 
Ment; ami this last charter had the extra- 
ordinary clause added to it, that no perscm 
ghoold presome to plant or inhabit within eix 
miles of the sea shore between Capes Race and 
Bona-vista. 

These discouraging and afflicting circum- 
stanoes naturally required a remedy, bat the 
rules of the Star Chamber, in 1633, provided 
a bad one; for that arbitrary ta-ibunal enacted, 
that if a person in Newfoundland killed an- 
otiier, or stole to the value of forty shillings, 
tiie ofiender was to be sent to England, and 
placed under the power of the earl marshal, 
who could order execution upon the testimony 
of two ^ 
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The Star Chamber also aiacted, that no 
ballast was to be thrown overboard in the har- 
bours ; that no person was to spoil or to d^ce 
any eta^, cook-room, or other building ; that 
the fishing ship first entering a harbour was 
to be admiral therein, and the master to decide 
all compIaintB. Penalties were also named 
for frauds, for setting fire to the woods, hin- 
dering the fishery, s^lii^ strong liquors and 
tobacco, non-attendance on service on Sun- 
days, etc. 

The mayors of Southampton, Weymouth, 
and other trading ports, were to notice all 
complaints made gainst those who evaded the 
laws by land, and the Tice-admirals of Devon- 
shire, Comw^, Southampton, and Dorset, 
were competent to try those who offended on 
the high seas. The fishing-admirals in each 
harbour were to proclaim ^ese laws, and theirs . 
were the courts of first instance ; whilst the mer- 
chants and shipowners engaged in the trade to 
Newfoundland, in England, strenuously op- 
posed the appointment of any civil permanent 
m^ifitrates, or of any governor of the island; 
and their prayer wga granted by the Privy 
Ojuncil. 

In 1634, a &£tii dharter was granted by 
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the Star Chamber to ." the merchaotB and 
traders of Newfoundland." 

In 1635, the council issued a commission to 
John Treworgay, a meiehant, then in New- 
foundland, to *' order afibirs there for the best 
advantage of the state," which was re-iasued 
in 1650; and another was granted, in 1655, 
to Sir David Kirk. 

In 1660, Lord Baltimore obtained repos- 
session of the province of Avalon; and, in the 
same year, there was a renewal of the mer- 
chants' cluui^r granted in 1634, in which a 
clause was added, to the effect that no master 
or owner of any ships should send any settlers 
to Newfoundland. 

It now became, in short, a struggle between 
the fishing-merchant and the employed, be- 
tween those de^rous of permanent settlement 
and those desirous to discourage it, in order 
to keep the fisheries intact; and it would be 
an endless task to follow, for many years, the 
squabbles and disputes for power which arose, 
and the government of Charles I. was too 
actively engaged at home in more important 
quarrels to take much notice of them. 

Notwithstanding, however, the severe diffi- 
culties which those who wished to colonize New- 
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fonndiand laboured in during that reign, 
during the disturbed but vigorous admiiiis- 
tration of the interregnum, and in the more 
peaceful rule of Charles IL, the settlements 
increased, in spite of the fierce rivalry between 
France and England for possession of this El 
Dorado of the sea. 

- We have seen that there were near four hun- 
dred English families located in Newfound- 
land as early as 1654 ; and tiiat, in 1663, the 
fisheries were exempted from tax or toU.- In 
the long interval which elapsed between the 
first stmggle of the residents for law and 
equity, in 1633,* down t» 1728, when a 

' I shall merely advert to the state of the countiy 
from 1670 to 1676, owing to a statement of Sir Josiah 
Child, the principal merchant connected with the 
fisheries in England, who published a pamphlet to 
prove that the cod fishery bad declined since 1605, 
when he stated it employed 205 ships, down to eighty, 
in consequence of the resident population employing 
boats along the coast, and he urged that if the inha- 
bitants were permitted to multiply, they could carry 
on the whole fishery, and the nursery of seamen be 
destroyed. He therefore very coolly proposed the 
remedy of displanting, or in other words, forcibly 
preventing settlement. The Lords of Trade and 
Plantation accordingly obtained an order that the whole 
VOL. I. G 
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gorenior vas at length anointed* the uLud 
midennait manj coaTuIiioDS, •nd we shall 
therefne Tonine the thread ttf the nairatiTe, 
and the ordei of time, to briefly relate them; 
premising, that daring the irhde(^ the period 
ahoTe noticed, or for nearly nine^ yean, mis- 
rale reared its head, and aoiaeij was in a 
-wretched omdition, owing to the constant 
animonty between the merchaot adTenturers 
and the settlers ; Ae latter being held still 
more in c^ieck bj the abeord ^>dicf of the 
parent state, in disconnteoandug s^Uemoit 
by every means in its power. 

The etm^le was not, however, be it re- 
membered, so much of a politicid nature, a^it 
was one of mere personal interests, and it arose 
ehiefly from the milimited discretionary licence 
of the illiterate masters of ressels, and from 
the c<nistant denre of the resident popnlataon 

colony should be rooted out, and the land reduced to 
a dewrt. Fortunately, a humane naval officer, Sir 
John Berry, was deputed to burn the houses and drive 
out the settlen ; and although he relucuntly executed 
his orders, he remonstrated against their severity, and 
in 1676, Mr. John Dowoiog, a resident, procured an 
«rder from tlie king to annul it. 
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to sppFopriate the best shtpt' rooms, as the 
places fer packing and drying ihe fish in the 
harbours were then and are still called.* 

Thus we have a long, uninterestiog space, 
filled witib quarrel and complaint, irora the 
period at whidh we left off our dironologic^ 
arrangement of detail, in 1663, down to 1692, 
when an important event in the historj of the 
island oocnrred, hj Ccanmodore Williams being 
sent with a force agunst Placentia, which he 
partially destroyed. 

A French fleet, in 1696, twice attacked, 
and finally destroyed, the village of St. John's ; 

* AlUioa^h Mr. Downing succeeded in aunuUiD); the 
cruel order obtained through Sir J. Child's influence, 
yet be could not prevent the discouragement to settle- 
ment ; Tor, at the same time, it was expressly directed 
that no fithing vend was to be permitted to take out 
cmignuits, and all peraont were forbidden to settie. 
Complaints constantly assailed the government, that 
these laws were evaded, but in consequence oF the 
remonstrance of Sir John Berry and others, no fur- 
ther rigorous measurea were now resorted to, and H 
appear* that, in 1097, the Board of Trade recommended 
that one thousand persons might be permitted to re- 
main, to construct boats, ittagea for drying the fiah, &c. 
— Montgomery Martin's British Colonies. Mc Ore- 
for's British Ameiica, vol. i., p. 158. 

o2 
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and all the British setUements vere viuted 
by Iberville, the French commander, irith fire 
and sword, excepting those in Bonavista wd 
Conception Bays — viz., at Bonavista and 
Carbonier, where the British settlers insisted 
him snccessfolly; whilst an English frigate, in 
the Bay of Bulls, was captnred by his fleet. . 

War now raged, with all its horrors, in this 
devoted island ; aM the governments of Eng- 
land and of France seemed both detennined to 
fight to the uttermost for supremacy respect- 
ing its possession.. 

A strong navd armament, with fifteen hun- 
dred soldiers on board, under Admiral Neville 
and Sir John Gibson, appeared off Newfound- 
land, but, owing to the indecision of the com- 
manders, effected nothing ; nor was the con- 
test decided between the rival nations until 
the peace of Ryswick, in 1698, which restored 
all the possessions of each power. Some at- 
tempts were now made to modify the jurisdic- 
tion of the fishing-admirals, by adding rear 
and vice-admirals — or^ in other words, the 
masters of the second and third fishing vessels 
which . arrived at a station — ^to the courts of 
almost plenary power hitherto held by the 
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£)rmer — a method of getting rid of a difficnlty 
iHiich made the original grierance ten times 
worse than it was bcsfbre. 

Peace, either in the fishing harboors of the 
idand, or in ^e greater world beyond the At- 
limtie, was not of long duration. The French 
had gradually and wisely extended their colo- 
nies in Newfoundland, had seized important 
positions, and were therefore better prepared 
for aggression than their neighbours, amongst 
whom settlement was still as much discouraged 
as ever; and England, instead of having a 
hardy native island population to resist or 
overwhelm their ambitious and restless neigh- 
bours, had to depend on the occasional pre- 
sence of ships of war. 

In 1702, the famous " war of the succes- 
uon" broke out in all its fdry, and Queen 
Anne immediately despatched a fleet to New- 
foundland, under Sir John Leake, who gained 
repossession of great part of the idand, and 
captured nine and twenty French vessels; and 
he returned to England with his prizes. before 
the winter set in. Admiral Graydon was sent 
with a fresh fleet, in 1703, but returned with- 
out Meeting his orders. 

The French, however, nothing daunted, re-; 
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iDfiHrced tbeir alreadj strong pc^ at FkcentU, 
in 1706,* b^ fire htindrad troops fr«m Canadftf 
attacked oar settlementa very flocces^nllf , and 
attempted to become sole DueterB<tf the island, 
hj attacking the fwtified harbooi' of St. John's, 
in which tbey Tvere, howerer, unable to efiEect 
much, altiiough their preparations were well 
conducted and formidable j bat they f^iread 
desolation as far north as Bonavista. 

In 1706, the British again expelled them 
irom their recent conqaests, and many of th^ 
men of war and fishing vessels were captured. 

St. Oride, the enterprising commander of 
the French forces, surprised St. John's, in 
1708, and destrogred it ; whilst he also con- 
quered at every Briti^ fishing station excit- 
ing Carbonier, whidi, as osnal, was gallantly 
r the fifihenneD. An expedition 



* Tbia imr ia remarkable for being that io whkh 
the flnt mideot clergyman, or mbuonary of the 
Church of England arrired in Newfoundland, vith 
the pittance of £50 for his support, and stations to' 
vMt, freqoendy SOO mSea aparL His name was Jaek> 
Ma, ami be was sent ont with many othera, who prv 
ceeded to different «t«Uoiu in North America, by the. 
Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign 
Parts, which had been incorporated by King William, 
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was fitted oat, under the orders of Captain 
Martin and of Cdonel Nidiokon, to dispossess 
die French under St. Ovide, bat it iaUed in 
its main objects; and tar the dght foUowing 
years, owing to the nu^nitade and interest of 
the WOT on the Ccmtinent of Europe, England 
was anable elfectaally to torn its attention to 
the affairs of Kewfonndlfaid. And thus, nntil 
the peace of Utrecht, in 1713, the island was 
torn and harassed by petty warfare and depre- 
dation, being sometimes in possession d" one 
power, sometimes in tiiat of the other. 

England wid France were so impressed with 
the ^vast importance of this island and its 
fisheries, bo^ as r^arcte the inexhaostible 
wealth of its adjacent seas, and abo its being 
the key to unlock or dose the access to ibs 
Canadas, that strenuoos exertions were made 
by both powers to assert their rights; and it 
was then thoughttiiat the very existence of 1^ 
British navy depended upon the school for bar 
seamen whidi the bank fishing aSbrded. 

By tiiis celebrated treaty, Newfoundland 
and ibe at^aoent iduids were deelai<ed to be- 
long, in exclusive sovereignty, to Great Bri- 
tain ; and such was the renown ot her epka- 
did adueremeBts, tiiat she m^t, bat fiw 
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generoBitf , have exdasiTelf maintuned that 
sovereignty. Unfortonatelj, howerer, liberty 
was granted to the French fishermen to catdi 
and dry fish on tiie coast lying between Cape 
Bonavista, va the eastern side, and Folate 
Siche, on the western ; or, on two-thirds of the 
eastern shores, the whole of the northern, and 
one-third of l^e western in the Gulf of St. 
Lawrence. They were, howeTer, not to build 
or to settle. 

The vigorous war in which England had 
been engaged, and the necessity of overlook- 
ing the harsh laws against the British residents, 
in consequence of their useMness experienc«l 
daring the French aggressions, had increased 
the' population of Newfouadlaad very greatly 
during this troubled period, aad coloaization 
was already making rapid strides under every, 
disadvantage, whilst the fisheries were carried 
on very briskly after the peace, by both Freuch 
and English. 

la 1721, the French had 400 ships em- 
ployed, and after supplying France with fish, 
rivalled OS in the Mediterranean and in 
Spanish ports. 

The island was now under the nominal ad-, 
ininistratioa of the Governor of Nova Scotia; 
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and still so vexatious were the delegated 
powers of justice, that continued representa- 
tions were sent home for establishing it as a 
separate colony of Great Britain. 

Fortimately for the inhabitants, the naval 
officer who commanded on the station, and 
was then, and has been since his time, for 
more than a century afterwards, the real Go- 
vernor of Newfoundland, saw the gross abuses 
which existed, and aided by his reports, the. 
island was separated from its mere nominal 
dependence upon the distant sister colony; and 
it was agreed to yield to the prayers of the 
settlers, by the appomtment, from home, of a 
civil governor. 

Lord Yere Beauclerk, the naval commander 
above alladed to, obtained the appointment in 
1728, of this, the first governor of Newfound- 
land, not, however, for himself, but for a naval 
officer. Captain Henry Osborne, of H.M. S. 
Squirrel, whose qualifications for the office 
must have been considered very great, as the 
original intention had been to appoint Lord 
Beauclerk, to whom, after all. Captain Osborne 
was so far responsible, that his lordship, for a 
short time, was actually, as the merry saOor 
in the Tempest says, " Viceroy over him." 
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The fact was, that Lord Beaoderk nmst iuTe 
nuAted bK teat in parlianuHit hy accep^g 
the government, and he therefore selected ao 
officer in whose discretion he coald confid^ 
and whose takslts he considered, perhaps, qoite 
equal to those of the lawyers who were origi- 
nally named as best fitted to advise him; whilst 
the well-known dii^e of a saUor to the gea^ 
tlemen of the long-robe, perhaps, was a power- 
iol indnoement to his pr^erence for a sea 
captain, instead of a land lawyer, as his depnty. 
Be that, however, as it may, Captain Henty 
Oslxnue must have been & person of no com- 
mon talents, as he aAerwards obtained ^ 
thanks of the House of Commons, and a pen- 
non of 12001. aryear daring his life. 

C^>tain Osborne earned this reward ; for his 
was no bed (Groses dming the-whole period of 
his government, althongh, as was the case, 
for many years dWwards 1^ governor passed 
his winter in England. His commission re- 
quired him to obey snch instructions as Lord 
Yere Beanclerk should propose to him for his 
Majesty's service, and yet it appointed him 
Govaraw and Commander-in-Chief in taai 
over the island of Newfoundland, the fort asui 
.garrison a( PlaeOitia, and all other forts and 
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gaiTUons, oi^cted, or to be erected, in the 
^d island; it also gave him anthori^ to ad- 
minister tJie oaths to goTemment officers and 
others, to f^fpoint justices of the peace, and 
ibe other necessary ministers of jostioe ; whilst, 
at Uie same <»nie, it completely tied his hands, 
by stating that he was to do notiiing contrary 
to the statate (^ 10 and 11 WDliam III., nor 
obstruct the powers therein given to Ike fishing 
admirals, or captains of men-of-war ; and evoi 
the jostices he was to ncaninate were required 
to aid and assist the commodore m the sta- 
tion, the commanders of the king's ship, and 
tiie fishing admjnth, in patting into execoticn 
that rigorous statute. He was empowered, 
however, to build a prison and court-hons^ 
and all civil and military officers were to aid 
and assist him. 

The Depnty-Govemonhip of Flacentia, 
which had been a separate cramnand under 
Nova-Scotia ever since that place was taken 
from the French, was now also declared to be 
under Captain Osborne's jurisdiction, and in 
case of his deatJt, his successor was to be 
Lord Vere Beanderk*s first lieutenant in the 
Oxford. 

Captain Osborne sailed with L<»:d Verer 
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caiTTiiig with him seTcral copies of " Shaw's 
Practical Justice of the Peace,"* and other 
documents relating to the trade of Newfound- 
land, eaxlj in the summer of 1729. 

To shew the difficulties under wliich the 
settlement groaned, and which the governor 
had to encounter, as well as to render this ab- 
stract of the History of Newfoundland mon 
clear, it will be necessary now to inform the 
leader, in a concise manner, of what the sta- 
tute of 10 and 11 William HI. consisted, a sta- 
tute intended to set all the disputes which had 
disquieted the island heretofore at rest; uid 
also to state that Lord Beauclerk had a separate 
set of instructions, fifty in number, in which 
all the beads of inquiry relating to the trade 
and fisheries, and the abuses and grievances 
so long complained of, both by merchants Emd 
residents, were enumerated. 

This celebrated statute was entitled, " An 

* The most important settlements in the island 
seem then to have been, as appeared on the covers 
of eleven of these books in golden letters — Placeotia, 
St. John's, Carbonier, Bay of Bulls, St. Mary's, Tre- 
possey, Ferryland, Bay de Verd, Trinity Bay, Bona- 
vista, and Old Parlekin, in Newfoundland, for each of 
vhich one copy, and of course, one justice, or more, of 
the peace vas intended. 
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Act to eaconrage the trade to Newfoandland," 
and it certainlj' answered that purpose as far 
as the fishing and provision merchants were 
concerned, whilst it repealed none of the dis- 
abilities under which the poor residents la- 
boured; nor did it even annul that Star- 
Chtunber provision, which forbade wood to be 
cat within six miles of the shores of the island. 

This statute, however, had some sterling 
merits :' its first section made it lawM for all 
the king's subjects freely to fish in or about 
Newfoundland, and forbade any alien or 
stranger to bait lines or to catch fish there. 

The second, ordered that no ballast should 
be thrown overboard in the harbours, but car- 
ried on shore wherever it might not be of an- 
noytmce. 

The third, forbade the destruction of fishing 
stages tmd cooking rooms. 

The fourth, reinstated the fishing admirals 
in their strange and unlimited powers, adding 
rear and vice-admirals, and pointed out how 
they were to settle the fishing-rooms or drying- 
places for all after comers. 

The fifth ordered that all residents who 
had possessed themselves of stages, drying- 
places, cook-rooms, etc., since 1685, should 
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tflve them np to the jnriacUetioii of the fishit^ 
•dmirals. 

The sixth, in liJw manner, [nvhibited an;f 
inh^tant of Kewfoondland fttnn poaaessing 
such phwset nnldl the ships of the fisheiy were 
first prorided. 

The Mventh, was a proviso tiiat tlwse 
poor inhabitant fishermen might retain sndi 
houses, stages, or cook-rooms as they had 
built, cut out, or erected since the 2&th 4^ 
Msreh, 1685, or might hereafter make, if the 
localities had never been claimed since the 
said period by fishing ships. 

The eighth annnlled this proviso most effec- 
tually, for it dedared that no bye-bott keeper* 
should pretend to meddle with any such places 
as belonged to fishing ships since 1685, or 
which might belong after tbe 25th Harch» 
1700. 

The ninth, obliged every bye-boat keeper 
to employ two fresh men out of every six c€ 
which the crew of the boat was to be composed, 
and every inhabituit was also fcnved to employ 
two such men ; whilst the masters of ships were 

■ Bre-boat keepen were penom who went out to 
Newfoundland to keep boats for s fisfaing Toyage. 
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to emploj (Hie in ereiy five of their erewB ; one' 
f£ these men to have previously made only one 
voyage, and the other never at 8«t bdbre. 

The tratii section obliged the fifth mui in 
ev^ fishing vessel to be a green hand, or one 
who had never been at sea. The object of these 
restrictions wia to prevent the settlers from 
following the fishery as much as possible. 

The deventh forbade the obliteration of 
marks on boats or tnun-oil rate, without the 
owners' consent. 

The twdftb forbade any standing trees to 
be barbed, or tiie woods purposely set on fire 
or destn^ed, excepting fw necessary fuel; and 
firiiing-nets or seines being wilfolly injured, or 
baits stolen. 

The thirteenth annulled the jurisdiction of 
the Lord High Constable and Earl Marshal of 
England over felonies committed in Newfound- 
land, and ordered that all capital mmes com- 
mitted there should be taied in any shire or 
eonnty in England by ccRnmission of oyer and 
terminer. 

The fourteenth ordered the fishing admirals 
to see these rules executed, to keep a journal, 
and to deliver a copy of it to the privy council 
yearly. 



by Google 



96 mSTOKT FKOU FIBST ATTEMPT AT 

The fifteenth gave increased power to these 
admirals to determine differences arising be- 
tween fishing masters and the inhabitants — the 
party aggrieved to apply to the commanders 
of H. M.'s ships of war for relief. 

The sixteenth directs the due observance of 
Sonday, and foi*bids the sale <^ liquors, etc, 
thereon. 

The seventeenth declares, that no duties are 
to be levied on whale fins, blabber, and oil 
taken in Newfoandl^d. 

Soch is the celebrated actof parliamentwhich 
the first civil governor of Newfoundland had to 
contend mtii, and which embarrassed almost 
all his saccessors. The consequences must be 
obvious : the mde, unlettered, and frequently 
tyrannical masters of the filling ships set the 
governor and his justices of the peace at defi- 
anoe, and treated tbs latter with absolute 
scorn. But stitl, such was the character of the 
population, as well as of the fishermoi, that 
under all these disadvantages, owing to the 
total exclusion of foreign competition, trade 
flourished and settlement increased. 

The governor built his jail and court-house, 
held his courts of record according to the En- 
glish laws, and determined, as f^ as he was 
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able, matters in dispute between parties which 
did not extend to capital offences. 

Soon afterwards, howeTer, a man named 
Goss, at Torbay, a considerable fishing Tillage^ 
about seven miles from St. John's, was killed 
in an a&ay by another of the name of Black- 
more, and he, with another man named Steel, 
who had also committed murder, was sent to 
England for trial. The former were acquitted, 
the latter condemned, but such was proved to 
be the risk and expense of bringing home 
witnesses, that a conunission was at last issued, 
as we shall see, in 1737, for a " Court of Oyer 
and Terminer" to be established, to try offen- 
ders for capital crimes in the island. 

Captain Osborne was indefatigable in his 
exertions for the benefit of the colony. He 
divided the inhabited parts of the island into 
convenient districts, levied a rate of half a 
quintal of fish on all boats and boats' rooms, 
for the purposes of erecting a jail, stocks, etc. 
But his authority, ample as that of a naval 
officer of the old school was, and backed by tiie 
influence of Lord Vere, was secretly under- 
mined, and the government at home soon had 
to regret that the advice of the Board of 
Trade had not been adopted, by bringing a bill 
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before puiuunent to correct all the real abases 
subsUting in Newfoundland. 

Tbe fishing advaitorers fonmded their oppo- 
sitioD to the new governor and his jnstioea, 
upon the plea that they derived their authority, 
not from an act of parliament, but only from 
the kii^ in council ; aad such was 1^ abannl 
degree of importance they attached to this fai~ 
fetched sabtofoge, that it proved too strcmg 
for tbe united ^brts of Ci^>tam Osborne and 
his powerful supporters. 

Tbe govenuo-, in levying the tax bef«e 
menti(nied> to build a jail at St. John's, and an- 
other at Feiryland, and in i^pointing justices of 
the peace and conetaUes, had aimed tbe first 
blow at the power of the' advuitnrers and 
fishing captains. He also did many acts <^ 
justice to the inhabitants, who had been so 
wrdy oppressed; tmd at Plaoentia he restored 
sevend ^HTOpwties of which Colons Gledhill, the 
military lieutaiant-govemor there, had de- 
prived the residents. 

For all these hiUierto unheard-<^ acts, the 
governor was assailed by a stoiro of invective, 
and Ml attempt to place him in difficulty by 
legal measures ; so that upon his return in the 
winter months, to England, he, (with Lord 
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Beanclerk,) was obliged to seek the advice of 
the attom^-g^eral, in order to protect him- 
self from serious pectmiu*y consequences. The 
opinion of that officer of the crown was d^- 
vered on the 27th of April 1730, and was 
almost fatal to any future hopes of the due 
exercise of tiie governor's fancticHis, as it de- 
clared that the levying of rates upon the pro- 
perty of the adventura^, in their fishing-boats 
or fish, was ill^^; and that if any rate was 
necessary, it was questionable whether it could 
be levied at all without the presentment of a 
grand jury, and then only upon the inhabit- 
ants; whilst by the statute of 10 and 11 
William III., the fishery at Newfoundland was 
declared a free trade, and that jostkes of the 
peace there could only decide upoa questions 
of a criminal nature, and not upon those of 
property. 

The opinicHi of another eminent lawyer was 
also obtained, which, whilst it also declared the 
Ulegality of raising taxes for uty purposes in 
Newfoundland, supported the governor's autho- 
rity, in demandii^ tribute for building a jail, 
and declared that as Captain Osborne had 
acted with so much temper and caution 
throughout, and that as the persons concerned 
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had not refhsed to obey him, be irould be sub- 
ject to no proGecation in England, and recom- 
mended that the goremor diould continue to 
levy the rate, as his office and commission 
would be nugatory unless the prisons were 
erected. 

In Septanber 1730, after the governor had 
returned to the island, we find him complain- 
ing bitterly that the justices he had created 
were opposed to him to the uttermost, and that 
his own power was trenched upon most deter- 
miaedly by the fishing admirab. " Indeed," 
says he, in his report, " I find that by their 
will, they would be sole rulers, and have no- 
body to control them in their arbitrary pro- 
ceedings." He expostulated with them, but it 
seemed to serve no other purpose than to raise 
their resentment against him, as the abettor of 
the justices. He could not charge the justices 
with having taken any arbitrary steps; their 
fault was rather the contrary, whereas the ad- 
mirals were guilty of many. 

" The commission of the peace was in ge- 
neral disliked by all the masters of ships, who 
were the chief people that opposed most of the 
steps the governor had taken ; for which reason, 
and partly from the indifierence of some of the 
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justices in their offices, who thought they suf- 
fered in their way of trade, and got the ill-will 
of the people they dealt with, and partly froxn. 
the incapacity of others, the commissions of the 
peace were but indifferently executed. How- 
ever, the governor, notwithstanding the oppo- 
sition, proceeded to make appoiAtments in 
places where before he had made none."* 

The jail and court-house for St. John's were 
erected, and that at Ferryland put in progress ; 
and the governor thought *' the very sight of 
these two prisons would check many people in 
their evil courses." But there were " two kings 
of Brentford," and memorials poured in upon the 
governor from the justices, complaining that the 
fishing admirals obstructed them in the per- 
formance of their duties, and had taken all 
their authorily from them, by deciding upon 

* "History oftheGovernmeDt of the Island of New- 
foundland, with an Appendix, containing the Acta of 
Parliament made respecting the Trade and Fishery. 
Bf John Reeves, Esq., Chief Justice of the Island. 
London, 1793." Thin work is the most faithful, un- 
biassed, and useful document on record, of the legal 
history of Newfoundland, and is derived from the ar- 
chives of the Colonial Office, from those of the Board 
of Trade and Plantations, as well as from the author's 
own experience as Chief Justice. 
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all riots, breaches of the peace, and ot^er of- 
fences, and had seized, fined, and punished at 
their discretion, had issued taron lioences, 
and had reiy cavalierly informed them that 
they were only justices of the peace during tiie 
winter; that the fishing admirals derived tiieir 
power from an act of parliament, whilst tfae 
governor's was only from the privy council. 

The merchants in England supported these 
pretensions, and in their memorial to govern- 
ment, prayed that the authority of the justices 
might cease whilst the fishing admirals were 
present; described the justices as unfit, and 
charged them with supplying the fishermen 
with liquors, etc., at a rate much higher than 
the merchants would be ready to afford them at. 

The attomey-genwal was ag»n aj^>ealed 
to, who decided that the admirals should re- 
strain their jurisdiction to matters connected 
with the fishery, and the justices to those en- 
trusted to tiiem, relating to matters involving 
disputes amongst the settlers, and to breaches 
of the peace. This opinion was delivered on 
the 19th of December 1730, but it did not 
prevent the eoutinual collision of interests, and 
as Chief Justice Beeves observes, although the 
justices were perhaps taken necessarily from 
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an oneducatod class, yet the admirals vwe no 
better, and as tiie opposition iras one against 
all le^ power and the onUnary roles of civil 
goTemmmt, it plaiolf sheared an nnabated 
deeire, that " the inhabitants and poor planters 
^ould be deprived of all protection from the 
gOTffliuaent, and should be left wholly at their 
mercy." 

I do not find, in any accounts which I have 
been able to collate, at what period Captain 
Oabome retired from his onerous and vexatious 
duties; but very shortly afterwards his sac- 
ceesor, Captain CUnton, of the Boyal Navy, 
received instructions to make a report upon 
t^e state of his government, respecting the 
administration of justice ; and Mr. Beevas ob- 
serves, that that officer and his successors did 
send such accounts of the opposition of the 
fishing admirals to the civil government, as 
were scarcely to be credited but by those who 
had been already made a^rare of their conduct ; 
and he adds that " it would be tiresome and 
nauseous to detail any more upon the subject." 
Nor was it until several years afterward^ 
tliat this troublesome crew were comparatively 
quieted, by finding that the ministers at home 
had at last determined to persevere in esta- 
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bliahing a regular civil government in New- 
fonndland. 

Who were the naval officers administering 
tills government, from 1730 nntil 1738, except- 
ing Captain Clinton, does not very dearly ap- 
pear, Emd we must therefore, as nothing very 
unusual seems to have occurred in the interval, 
proceed to the year 1737, when Captain Van- 
brugh was in office, and it was' first proposed 
to establish a court of Oyer utd Terminer; 
but the commission was digged with such 
restrictions that it was rendered useless, and 
was not finally issued until some years after- 
wards. 

In 1740, Lord George Graham was appointed 
to succeed Captain Vanbrugh, and in 1741 
we find the Honourable John Byng, as Civil 
Governor of Newfoundland, whose squadron 
was very successful in capturing the Spanish 
vessels in the neighbouring seas, England 
being then at war with that nation ; and such 
was deemed the expense of sending these prizes 
home for final adjudication, that the govern- 
ment established at St. John's, a " court of 
Vice- Admiralty," the first judge of which was 
William Keen, Esq., an experienced merchant, 
who was also appointed naval officer, to collect 
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the fishery retnrns from the difierent fishing 
admirals yearly, to examine all ships* papers 
and manifests, with a deputy naval officer to 
assist him. He was also health officer. 

The succeeding governor was Sir Charles 
Hardy, Captain of H. M. S. Jersey, who was 
appointed in 1744. 

In 1749, Captain, afterwards Lord Rodney, 
in the Rainbow frigate, appears as governor, 
and the succession afterwards is more clear. 

In April 1750, Captain Francis William 
Drake assumed the government, and a very 
important era dawned upon the island, as the 
governor was then ordered to issue a commis- 
sion, that empowered him to appoint " commis- 
sioners of Oyer and Terminer," for the trial of 
felons in Newfoundland, being the first real at- 
tempt to establish law and justice in the island. 
It merely rffitricted the governor from trying 
or pardoning treason, nor could any sentence 
be executed until reported to the ting, and the 
court was only to sit when the governor was 
actually in the limits of his government, or, in 
other words, not in winter. 

This measure met with the usual opposition, 
but not so forcibly as heretofore, as naval law 
was DOW beginning to get uppermost, and was 
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too dauded in its operations to admit of mnoh 
cavil on tJie spot. 

Captain Drake was succeeded, in 1753, hy 
Captain Boofoj, during irliose administration 
Lord Baltimore renewed Iiis dfum upon the 
proTinca c^ Avalon, which, from ne^ect, had 
slipped out of his grasp ; but it was ruled that 
his title to the province had lapsed. 

The naval governors oauallj remained in 
charge of the squadron, (a ships appointed to 
protect the fisheries, for two or three years,, 
going home at the dose of every autumn, and 
living chieflj afloat. 

Captain Dorril succeeded in 1755, and waa 
relieved by Governor £dwards in 1757. 

In 1760, we find Captain Webb as naval 
governor, and that during his administration a 
Mr. Soottmadean ineffectual attempt to open an 
intercoursewith the Aborigines, ox Bed Indians^ 
who slaughtered Mm and his companions. 

In 1761, Governor Graves was left in so un- 
protected a state, that a brig was equipped at 
the merchants' expense, with guns ; the command 
given to Lieuteuaut Neal, and she was sent as a 
convoy to protect the homeward-bound fishing 
vessels. In consequence of this neglect or 
oversight, a French squadron arrived in the 
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Bay of Bulls, on the Htk of Jane 1762, and 
having landed troops, the^proceeded orer roads 
which «Ten now are sometimes ahaost impass- 
able from bogs and rapid riTolets, to Bt. 
John's,* where they captured the Graeunont 
sloop-of-war, and sixty-three soldiers, com- 
posing tlie veak garrison, inflicted almost ir> 
reparable iigury upon the trade, and took the 
hitherto iuTincible station of Carbonier, and 
the village or town of Trinity. They imme- 
diately commenced strengUiening and repair- 
ii^ the fortifications of St. John's. 

Upon intelligence of this disaster, Governor 
Graves, who was convoying in the Antelope a 
Urge fleet of merchantmen, and was met on 
the Great Bank by a hired sloop, whidi Captain 

• This road, reaching to Renowes, bas been care- 
fully bridged over the torrents which formerly were 
most hazardous to crou. one falw step os the step- 
ping-stones iDvoiving certaia destruction. It is con- 
templated to continue it, and finish it to Trepassey. 
Along the coast, at present, it is excellent for four 
nttes, good as a bridle path to the Bay of Balls, twenty- 
fivfi miles, and thence from bay to bay to Renowes. 
It will open, with the Placentia road, access to all 
the coast of the Atlantic shore on the south of Avalon 
and the great bays of Placentia, Trinity, Booavista, 
and Conception, thus almost encircling with a belt of 
road the whtrfe peninsula of Avalon. 
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Douglas, who happened to be on a cruise to the 
■southward of the island, and bad received the 
news of the appearance of the French fleet, had 
detached to meet him, immediately took mea- 
snres to secure his valuable convoy. He then 
sent the sloop to Ferryland, with a party d' 
marines to garrison the Isle aux Bois, where a 
number of the inhabitants had taken refuge, and 
had fortified it as strongly as they could, and 
thence directed it to proceed to Halifax, with dis- 
patches to Admiral Lord Colville and Sir Jeflry 
Amherst, the commanders of the land and sea 
forces, whilst in the Antelope he repaired to 
Flacentia. 

Placentia, once a strongly fortified position, 
was now in ruin, but Governor Graves forth- 
with repaired, as he best could, Forts Frederick 
and Castle Hill, and appointed Captain Douglas 
to superintend the fortifications at Ferryland. 

Monsieur de Temay, the French admiral^ 
was all this time very busily employed in the 
harbour of St. John's, with a squadron very 
superior, while at anchor in that secure posi- 
tion, to any which the British commander-in- 
chief in North America could bring against 
him. But Lord Colville did not lose much 
time in looking out for his rival ; and Sir JeSrj 
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Amherst, the militaiy chief, ordered his bro- 
ther, Colonel Amherst, to collect troops from 
Louisbourg, and on the 11th of September 
1762, that officer joined the admiral off St. 
John's, with eight hundred Highlanders and 
some provincial light infantry. 

Lord ColviUe, having previously recon- 
noitred the Bay of Bulls, now blockaded De 
Temay, by lying off the narrows of St. John, 
out of which harbour one large vessel at a time 
only, even with the moat favourable wind, can 
ever attempt to move. 

The French destroyed the access to Quiddy- 
biddy, a small boat harbour close to St. John's,, 
and thus the troops were forced to proceed to. 
Torbay, about seven miles to the northward, 
where they succeeded in effecting a landing 
under a most severe and galling fire, the coast, 
excepting in one or two places, being a wall 
of precipices. 

The French retreated into the woods, and, 
skirmishing the whole way, with much loss, 
the British forces drove them onwards until 
they arrived within a mile of St. John's, where 
they attacked and took the pass of Quiddy- 
biddy by storm. Thus they were enabled to 
remove the obstructioos which the enemy had 
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«rested in the entrance of the boat harbour, 
and landed gona and stores fertile attack upon 
the cq>itaL 

The next object was to dislodge tbe FKnch 
DnMD the hill, now called Signid Hill, which 
overlooked Qniddybiddy, and was separated 
from it I^ a small lake, a mile long hj about a 
quarter in breadth. Signal Hill is sorrounded 
hy many emin^ces of ro(^, which rise ont <^ 
its side towards this pond, and each of these 
is a strong military post; the whole mountain 
was, moreover, covered with brushwood and a 
low ibrest, and is a mass of broken and jagged 
rocks, fire hundred and ten feet above the sea, 
near the abrupt crest of which is one laige 
and another small pond, with several deep 
guUeys. 

A stronger post against infantry (for cavalry 
could not be used on it) there can scarcely 
exist, and yet Captain McDonald, with hb 
Highlanders and provincials, gained the various 
natural obstacles unobserved, until the French 
saw him climbing upon the very crest of the 
position, which he actually gained amidst 
volleys of musketry, the return to which 
speedily convinced his enemy that it was time 
to retreat This dariog and excellent officer 
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was killed, in the moment of victory, with his 
lieatenant and four men, and eighteen of the 
brave assailants were wounded. 

The French still occupied in fbroe the posi- 
tion to the westward, commanding the town 
and harboor, as well as that immediately 
under Signal HOI, now called Fort WUliam, 
which looks into the Narrows. 

On the 16th of September, Colonel Amherst, 
having completed hia batteries on Signal Hill, 
near George's and Parson's Ponds, attacked 
the enemy vigwously, and to(A Fort William, 
which was then a mere battery and breast- 
work, and, overawing the town by his gons on 
SigmU Hill, the navy proceeded to clear the 
Narrows of the soiall vessels, whidi the French 
admind had sunk there to obstruct the diannel; 
and the rest of the guns necessary for con- 
tinuing the operations, as well as the stores, 
were landed b^ore a violent equinoctial gale 
drove Lord Colville off the coast. 

The military or naval reader must be made 
acquainted that the harbour of St. John's is a 
sheet of deep but not broad water, which runs 
at right angles to the Narrows, or entrance, 
and is about a mile in length. The Narrows, 
a third or a fourth of that distance, are 
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bounded by precipices on the east, by others 
three hundred feet high, and on the west side 
by a mountain somewhat less precipitous, but 
nearly six hundred feet in altitude ; and almost 
inaccessible from the sea coast, on the south. 

The city of St. John's lies on the north side 
of the harbour, and is built on a sloping 
range, which attains no greater elevation than 
perhaps about one hundred feet, flanked to 
the westward by the hill on whidi the French 
made their stand, out of cannon-shot from the 
English batteries. The south side of the har- 
bour is formed by the high range of mountain 
land aboTe alluded to, which comes down from 
its crest very rapidly to the harbour, and in 
those days was impracticable for cannon, or 
even for troops, owing to its precipitous nature, 
and from being covered with a low but almost 
impervious forest. 

In September, moreover, frequent fogs ob- 
scure the crest of Signal Hill, and the whole 
harbour, whibt they scarcely afifect the town 
or its vicinity. 

The French, therefore, driven to the comer 
of the western part of this military stronghold, 
could have no hope to escape by theroad through 
which they arrived at it, the Bay of Bulls, which 
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they knew had been cut off. The country around 
was a mass of bog and forest, and every avenue, 
few in those days, carefully closed; and thus, 
although superior in strength and in material^ 
they were completely checkmated. As soon 
as Lord Colville weighed anchor, before a 
storm which would have been his destruction 
had he remained, the French admiral, per- 
ceiving the state of affairs, and that the troops 
had hemmed him up in the further end of the 
harbour, took advantage of a dense fog, which 
completely buried in its folds the magnificent 
basin he was so insecurely anchored in, and, 
under cover of its cloud, passed out of the 
Narrows, towards which his antagonists had 
cleared the -way for him by removing the 
vessels he had sunk, and escaped to sea, leaving 
his troops to fight the matter out as they best 
could. 

Colonel Amherst, on the night of the 17th, 
opened a battery against the French position, 
with one eight-inch mortar and eight smalla* 
ones, which the French garrison stoutly re- 
turned. Shells continued to fly between them 
until the 20th, when these brave troops, aban- 
doned by their fleet, capitulated upon honour- 
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able temu, and Lord Colrille, who bad leturiivd 
to the harbour as soon as tke storm subsided, 
aent them to Brest. 

Thus the Eik^ish dominion was re-esta- 
blished in Kewfoundknd bj a handful of men, 
irho had surmounted difficulties by a perse- 
verauoe vhidi can oaXj be appreciated by 
ichox -who have examined the scenes of their 
toil. 

Captain Maodonald and Lieut. Schojler, 
ef the Boyal Americans, were killed, and 
Captains Baillie and McKenzie sererdj 
wounded, but not above twenty men were lost 
en the part oi tbe English, W> fought with 
unequal numbers against some of the beet 
troops of France.* 

It would not be doing justice to the devoted 

' Tbe French squadron consisted of the Robuste, 
74 ; L'Eveille, 64 ; La Garonne, 44 ; La Licorne, 30 ; 
and a bomb vessel, with fifteen faundred soldiers, plenty 
of artillery, and stores. Tbe British force, origiB^ly 
only of eight hundred soMiers, was divided among the 
garrisoDf of Placentia, Ferrjland, and this expedition 
The French lost a fine frigate, which v&a intercepted 
in carrying military stores to Kewfoundland, by Captain 
Herrey, afterwards Lord Bristol, who fell in with her 
in hia passage from the Havannah. 
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loyalty of the settlers in Newfoundland of that 
day, if their exertions were passed over in 
silence, and, amongst the leading men, I were 
not to notice the admirable conduct of Hobert 
Carter, of Fejryland, a mCTchant, whose family 
still exists there, and is numerous in the island. 
He supported the garrison and Inhabitants who 
had fled to the Isk aux Bois, (now called the 
Isle of Boys,) irom the 24th of June to the 
9th of October 1762, by procuring lawvisions 
and other neoessaries when those articles 
were exorbitantly dear, and difficult to be 
got at. 

Mr. Charles Garland, also, a name well 
known in the colony, who was then a mer- 
chant at Carbonier, in Conception Bay, paid, 
fed, and supported, a detachment of men, 
who garrisoned a large battery on an isUmd 
near the mouth of the harbour, and raised 
numo^us squads of sailors for the temporary 
uses of the fleet. 

. The principal employment of Goremor 
Graves, on taking re-possession of his com- 
mand, was to afford relief to the sufferers by 
French occupation, and in sending home the 
dbtressed fishermen who had been left on shore, 
i2 
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88 well as in providing support for the poor 
daring the winter. 



Some marks of the French dominion at St. 
John's still remain : the stone huildings at 
Fort William, it is said, were erected for their 
conmiander, and were built in a most sub- 
stantial manner, being yet the heaviest and 
strongest stone houses in the island; some 
chairs, with the fleur-de-lis, which belonged to 
the commandant, are also jet in existence, and 
there are men still living near St. John's 
who remember the battles. In short, the 
year 1762 was a most memorable one in the 
annals of the British colonies. British valour, 
in that year, triumphed in the conquest of 
Martinique and the other Caribbean Islands; 
at the Havannah ; in the Philippines, which 
should have remained British provinces ; and 
at Newfoundland. 

The celebrated treaty of Paris followed 
these glorious feats, and on the lOth February 
1 768, France formally yielded to ns Nova Scotia, 
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Canada, Cape Breton, and, in abort, all the 
new British North American colonies; in re- 
tom for which cession of all prior claims, Eng- 
land very unwisely, but very magnanimously, 
confirmed the thirteenth article of the treaty 
of Utrecht, which permitted the French to 
fish and cure fish on the coasts of Newfound- 
land before mentioned; they were also per- 
mitted to fish in the Gulf of St. Lawrence, at 
a distance of three leagues from its shores, and 
fifteen from those of the Island of Cape Breton, 
whilst the rocky islets of St. Pierre and 
Miguelon were made over to them, on condition 
of not erecting any fortifications or mounting 
any guns thereon. 

A new addition to the government of New- 
foundland was also made, by placing all the 
coast of Labrador to Hudson's Straits under 
the orders of its governor, who was now 
styled " Governor and Conmiander-in-Chief in 
and over the Island of Newfoundland, in North 
America, and of all the coast of Labrador, 
from the entrance of Hudson's Straits to the 
Kiver St. John's, opposite the west end of the 
Island of Aaticosti, including that island, with 
any other small islands on the said coast of 
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Labrador; also the Island of Maddone^ in the 
Golf of St. Lawrence, and oi all forte and 
gairiaonB erected or established, or that shall 
be erected or established, in the said island, or 
on the coast of Lalarador, within the limits 
aforesaid." 

The reddent popolation had now reached to 
upwards <^ seven thonsand, and thirtem. thou- 
sand eleven hundred and twdve, in aU, wora 
employed on the diores, in the fishery, or in 
business connected wilit it, or in the for^hunC- 
ing of the interior, whilst four lumdred sail of 
vessels carried on the trade with the mother 
country and British America, and En^^d 
was now actively engaged in fostering it ; B^- 
fast, Cork, and Waterford, in IreUmd, were 
DOW ftmiTiwit &hery ports. 

Amidst all this addition to its resonrces, 
Newfoundland was troubled by the eagerness 
of the Fr«tch government to obtain the mastery 
of the Ehoie fiaheriea, and by a daim set np to 
extaid tha French coast from Point Biche to 
Gape Bay, or for two hundred miles more (3i 
the western scores of the idand; this, however, 
was disallowed, and the Board of Trade be- 
stirred itsdf in representations to the king. 
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sbewing the vast importance of l^e British 
rights, and the nature of the trade. 

In 1764, Captab Hngh Falliser was sent 
out as goT^nor, and as l^e French had de- 
tached men-of-war to St. Pierre and Mignelon, 
it was recommended that the forts in New- 
foondlond should be repaired, and ererything 
placed in readiness, in case of hostilities or 
aggressions. 

Captain Falliser's administration was an 
active one, and the rules and orders he drew 
up for the conduct of the fishery were after- 
wards passed into a law. In the months of 
March and May 1764, the commissioner of 
the Customs issued deputations, appointing a 
collector and comptroller at Newfoundland in 
place of the naval ofiKeer whose duties have 
been heretofore mentioned. 

Newfoundland had hitherto been recognised 
merely as a fishing station ; but in consequence 
of the previous seizure of some vessels in which 
foreigners were engaged, it was declared to be 
one o£ his majesty's colonies, or '* plantations," 
as they were then styled, and on the 5th of 
June 1765, it was recommended by the Board 
of l^ade that the navigation laws should be 



by Google 



120 HISTOBT nOH FUtST ATTEMFT AT 

therefore extended to it, which was accord- 
ingly done. 

This additional strength to the local govern* 
ment was met hj the merchants at h<nne and 
the fishing adventurers with clamour and 
complaint, and the fees of the Customs' de- 
partment were evaded or resisted as much as 
possible. 

Governor Palliser neit endeavoured to define 
the rights of property in the island, the which 
had embarrassed his predecessors, who had 
undergone much vexatious exposure to law- 
suits, for what they had done respecting the 
fishing-stages and ship's rooms. He also 
vigorously opened the free fishery on the coasts 
of Labrador, where he had to contend against 
exclusive claims for posts and stations, in con- 
sequence of grants made illegally by the 
governors of Canada, and he ejected the 
British American inhabitants of the neighbour- 
. ing colonies, who were actively concerned in 
some of these settlements. 

All these acts brought down upon Governor 
Palliser a mass of complaint, which led to 
inquiries occupying nearly four years, and 
although he carried most of his points, yet, in 
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consequence of the seal-fishery at this time pur- 
sued in Labrador requiring a more resident po- 
pulation than that of the cod or salmon, and 
that it would have been unjust to deprive the 
persons altogether who claimed under Canadian 
grants, Labrador was again separated from 
Newfoundland, and aimexedto the province of 
Quebec by the act of Gteorge III., statute 14, 
cap. 3, in 1774. 

The memory of Captain PaUiser, afterwards 
Sir Hugh,* requires more than a passing 

' Cook, the immortal navigator, first entered the 
Davy as a volunteer, ia the Eagle, of 60 guns to which 
Captain Palllser was soon afterward!! appointed, in 
October 1755. By hia interest and that of Cook's 
friends, as well as his own merits, he obtained a 
master's warrant, on the lOth May 1759, or only 
four years after entering the navy as a common 
sailor. PallittT was bis steady friend, and Cook join- 
ing the fleet for Queliec in the Mercury, was employed 
in reconnoitring by Admiral Saunders, at the Cap- 
tain's recommendation, as well as in making a chart of 
the St. Lawrence, which to this day ie the best, al- 
though it is said that Cook had never before used a pencil, 
and knew nothing of drawing. On theS^od Sept. 1759^ 
he was appointed, by LordColvilIe,as before mentioned, 
master of the Northumberland, his flag-ship ; and being 
at Halifax during the winter, be applied himself to 
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notice. He was one of the most enlightened 
and active of the nav^ goremors of New- 
foundland; and although Beverely wounded in 
the leg, when yonng, in the Mediterranean, and 
constantly subject to pain from the incurable 
nature of that wound, which ended in hia 

read Eiudid uid to the study of aitrontmy^aadall the 
other branches of science nseful to a seaman. Me 
went with the admiral, in September 1762, in the ex- 
pedidoD to recapture Newfoundland from the French, 
and having shewn great activity and diligence in snr- 
nying Flacentia harbour and fortifications, Captain 
Graves, tbeo governor of Nevfonndland, was struck 
with bis sagacity, formed a friendship for him, and 
employed him wherever the expedition went, in no> 
ticing the coast and navigation of the seas there. 
In 1762, Cook went to England, but returned with 
his patron. Captain Graves, who, as governor, obtained 
with difficulty an order for the establishment of a 
naval survey of Newfoundland, and got Cook ap- 
]iointed to carry it on. He surveyed St. Pierre and 
MigueloD, previous to the surrender of those islands to 
the French. Cook again returned home, and in 1764 
Sir Hugh Palliser, his steady friend, having been 
made governor, be went out with him to contiuue the 
survey, having received a commission ai marine sur- 
veyor of Newfoundland and Labrador, on the I8th 
«f April 1764, with the Grenville schooner to attend 
him. In this arduous service he continued until the 
winter of 1767. His surveys are the only existing 
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death, at an advanced age, in 1796, he was 
indefatigable, and acquired ample knowledge 
of everTthing rdatiag to the fishery trade. 
Hjb goTemment was conducted with mode- 
ration and hmnanity, and although he had to 
deal with avCTy intractable race,yet, by patiently 
investigating the abuses which were as rife as 



ones, and he, moreover, explored the interior in many 
directions, and laid down several large lakes. He also 
observed an eclipse of the sun at one of the Bur- 
goo islands, near Cape Ray, in latitude 47° 36' 19" 
north, OD the 5th August 1766. His observation 
was sent to the Royal Society, and published in a short 
pt^er in the S7th volume of the Philosophical Traosac 
tioDs ; and the same eclipse having been observed at 
Oxford, the longitude of that part of Newfoundland 
was wellsettled, and Cook first obtained the character of 
beingan able mathemaUcian. Some of his survey marks 
still existonthMpartof the coast. His subsequent career 
is well known, but the above account, abridged from 
Kippis' Life of Captain Cook, cannot fail to be inte- 
resting to every Ne^vfoundlander ; and it is to be 
hoped that some means will be taken to preserve the 
survey marks on the south-west ude of the island, 
or at least the most prominent of them ; for indepen- 
dently of Cook's general fame, lie has been the greatest 
friend to Newfoundland that it ever had— his accurate 
chart of it, and its seas, having made its importance 
very clear. 
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ever, he succeeded in effecting macli relief for 
the poor fishermen, and in carrying through 
afterwards, by his advice, the act of George III., 
statute 15, cap. 31, 1775, conunonly called 
" Sir Hugh Palliser's Act," which, while it 
assisted the Britbh merchant in his ship 
fishery, enforced the payment of wages to the 
fishermen, and provided a heavy penalty, 
hitherto wanting, to obUge the masters of 
vessels to secure the return of the seamen to 
England. 

This was as ill received as it was kindly 
meimt; and, in Chief Justice Eeeve's day, the 
merchants complained that such was its rigour 
towards them, that it was with the greatest 
difficulty they could carry on the fishery. It, 
however, secured the right of British European 
subjects to the exclusive privilege of drying 
fish in Newfoundland, and gave several boun- 
ties encouraging the fishery ; it controlled the 
frequently atrocious conduct of the masters of 
vessels towards their seamen, in the payment 
of wages in articles of supply instead of 
money; and gave the fishing sailors a lien 
or prior claim on the fish-oil for their due 
payment, empowering the Court of Session 
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and Vice-Admiralty with competent juris- 
diction. 

In 1769, Captain PalHser was succeeded by 
Captain the Honourable John Byron, so well 
known for the talents he exhibited in the 
voyages of discovery under Anson and to the 
unexplored regions of the southern hemisphere, 
in 1764, 1765, and 1766. He is said to 
have conducted his government with equal 
zeal and ability as his predecessor, and was 
the first governor who appears to have taken 
a lively interest in the aborigines, or Ked 
Indians, who were ruthlessly massacred on every 
possible occasion by the barbarous furriers; 
he issued a proclamation foi* their protection, 
which the then lawless vagabonds of the north- 
eastern coasts cared very little about. He 
was succeeded, in 1772, by Commodore Moli- 
neaux, afterwards Lord Shuldham.* 

During several preceding years, or from 
about 1764,. the spirit of insurrection, which 
had so lai^ly developed itself on the neigh- 
bouring continent, had been manifested in 

* Id whose adminutration the Wesleyan Methodists 
obtaioed their fint footing, by the Rev. Lawrence 
Couglane, a clergyman of the Established Cburefa) 
having introduced Methodism. 
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Newfomdlaiidt in coiueqtieiice of the fieqnent 
communicatioD between the colonies, whidi 
had Bui^lied her whh proTisioua and goods to 
a vast annual amount, in rebim for her oU 
and fish. 

Id 1765, distnrbancee had occurred in Cca- 
eeption Bay and in St. John's ; political excite- 
ment was used to cover fresh attacks upon 
the new customs regulations. It f^pears that 
the coUecto' was under the orders of a Buperiw 
resident at B<Hton, and as that port was one 
of the fint to resist taxation by the mother 
country, ao, in like manner, St. John's loudly 
denounced the introduction of duties on t^ 
free fishery, which had been protected frwn the 
early times of the 2nd and 3rd of Edward YI. ^ 
and those of Charles II., by an act passed in 
the fifteenth year of his reign, all of which 
made it illegal to exact admiralty fees on the 
fishing vessels, or tolls, duties, or dues^f any 
kind, on the fish. 

M^uorials were accordingly addressed to 
the king, but the petitioners forgot that New- 
foundland had been declared " a plantation," 
and that at least the goods and provisions re- 
quired for the settlers were liable to duties for 
the support of the civil powers. Commodore 
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Moliueanz was ordered to enforce the payment 
of the customs duties at the several harbours, 
according to a table seot out to him, and this 
i^ulatitm was to continue in force firom the 
date of his assumption of the goTemment. 

The collector. In 1763, having got involved 
in a civil action, was proceeded against, and, 
by a decision of the court of Vice- Admiralty, 
iu3 office was stated to be an illegal one, as 
" it was doubtful whether Newfoundland was 
included in the acts of parliament rejecting 
tiis officers of the customs in the colonies of 
America." This expression of opinion was 
backed by the principal merchants. 

The passing of the Stamp Act had blown 
^arks from die embers of rerolution, but the 
Tea Duty Act lit up a flame which consumed 
all trac^ of reciprocal feelings of amity be- 
tween England and such of her transatlantic 
colonies as were ready to take advantage of 
French a^tance. 

The absence of the usual intercourse be- 
tween the revolted colonies and Newfoundland, 
of course soon put a stop to the continued 
exi^tement kept up by the emissaries of the 
former, and, once clear of this continued action, 
the good sense of the inhabitants, as well as 
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their interests, caused tbem manfully to stand 
out for the flag of Old England. 

But they did not do this without the most 
painful privations — ^privations felt to this hour ; 
for the first congress, in the plenitude of power, 
and not in retaliation for injuries received from 
the island, passed a decree on the 5th of Sep- 
tember 1774, which informed the British 
nation that "they had suspended all inter- 
course of trade by importation, and that un- 
less their grievances were redressed, they 
would likewise discontinue their exports to 
her possessions." 

The second ■ congress carried this measure 
out against the unoffending Newfoundlanders, 
on the 17th of May 1775, and against all the 
neighbouring British colonies, ineffectually as 
regarded some of them, but horribly effectual 
as respected this island. 

Newfoundland had increased in wealth, in 
population, and in respectability as a colony, 
and was proceeding with vigour to take its 
place amidst the principal ones, when it re- 
ceived this check. Vessels were detached from 
the fishery immediately, and sent to Ireland 
in ballast, to procure provisions ; and the ex- 
tent of this sudden demand on the mother 
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country may be imagined, when it is stated 
that the present United States then famished 
Newfoundland with produce to the annual 
amount of all her imports from Great Britain 
and Ireland, or nearly 350,000/. sterling. 

To meet the first decree of Congress, the 
British parliament passed an act, 1 5 George Hi . ,. 
cap. 10, by which the revolting colonies were 
excluded from the Newfoundland fisheries, 
and a supplementary one declaratory of non- 
intercourse. 

Scarcity and want now prevailed to an 
alarming degree, and the face of society was 
covered with a veil of gloom and despondency, 
which was subsequently increased by the 
appearance of American privateers off the 
coast, whose masters were so well acquainted 
with the harbours that they would run in and 
make prizes of vessels lying at the wharfs. 

The year 1775 was remarkable as having 
been the era of distress of another kind, arising 
from natural causes; one of the most severe 
storms which ever assailed the island and its 
neighbouring banks, caused the destruction of 
hundreds of fishing boats and numbers of 
large vessels, and not fewer than three hun- 
dred men perished. The sea rose, as it is 

VOL. I. K 
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aaid, soddenlj, tweatj feet abore its nsnml 
leTel, ami t^us caused inunenBe destrnction oa 
the land as well as in tte harboura. 

Commodore Robert Duff was goTemor 
doring this awM year, and issued some sala- 
tar; legnlations, founded on Sir Hn^ Pal- 
liser's act, for tJw secnritj oi the trade* in 
July, 1775, and protected the rising salmon 
fishoies at Gander Bay, the Bay ^ Exploits, 
Fre^water Bay, and other statioDs on the 
north eastern coast. 

Comraodore .Ihiff was socoeeded in 1776 by 
the first admiral appointed as governor, who 
received this honour in consequence of tJie 
vigour with which it was necessary to watch 
the American a^resaona. 

Bear Admiral Moatagoe issued a proclamar 
tion on the eth of May, 177&, for thebetta- 
protection of ^ Bed Indians, by order of Uie 
king, in which }m majesty espreased his ab- 
horrence of the inhuman barbarities with 
which they had been treated by the EuropeMW, 
and it directed that any furrier or other per- 
sons murdering these hitherto unprotected 
people, should be sent to Ei^land for trial. 

But the admiral's time was more dosely 
occnpied in affairs of nearer moment, for on 
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the ITA oi Aprilf 1776^ tiie congre^ had 
issued letters of loarqiie, and mi tix 4th of 
July, in the same year, declared tire thirteem 
United States a free and indepeodent nation. 
France now ^k an active part in the Btrs^gle, 
and all the French ships, whether of irar or 
trade, left the ishnd early in the October of 
1777^ by OTder from Veraailles; and on the 
6th c^ Fehmary, 1778, a treaty, offcasiTe and 
defensive, between France and the United 
States of America, was concfaided. 

Rear admin^ Montague had been promoted 
to a viee-admiral, and his first «et was to 
capture St. Pierre sod Mignekm, and to send 
1932 of the French, found residing there, to 
France, and to sweep the seas of the priTar- 
teers.* 

Bear-Admiral Edwards succeeded to the 
goTonment in 1779, and employedhig squadrcm 

* During his adminUtration, a presbyterian miaU- 
ter first ofRciated in Newfoundland ; and a copper mine 
was opened at Shoal Bay, near P«tty Harbour, but it 
did notanswPT the expectattoBs fonaed of H. Captain 
Sir James Peart, of the Royal Navy, not long since re- 
commenced operations on the same spot, but his death 
in 1840 again suspended them. The Teins are small, 
in a hard, schistose rock, and appear to be carbonates. 
K 2 
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in capturiDg French and American privateers, 
and fishing craft, in which it is stated that he 
was extremely successful. 

Vice-Admiral John Campbell, who was 
naval governor in 1782, was celebrated for 
his prowess, in the action with Admiral 
Conflans, in 1759. He was an officer of 
amiable manners, and gave so much satisfac- 
tion at home that he continued four years in 
this lucrative and important command, which, 
according to some accounts, he owed in a great 
measure to the talent, zeal, and industry of 
his secretary, Mr. Aaron Graham,* who filled 
that office with such credit that his name is 
still remembered with respect; and that he 
had an arduous one, may be conceived from 
the circumstance of the English nation en- 
joying the exclusive control of the fishery in 
1782, when the board of trade and planta- 
tions was abolished, and it was not untQ 1784 
that a committee of council was appointed in 
England to manage its former duties. 

In 1783, the treaty of peace permitted the 



• Mr. Graham was aftertrards a well known police- 
magistrate in London. 
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citizens of the United States to fish on the 
fonner footing, but they were permitted, like- 
wise, to cure and dry only in the " unsettled 
bays, harbours, and creeks of Nova Scotia, 
the Magdalen Islands, and Labrador." The 
French fishery was limited, also, to Cape St. 
John, instead of Cape BonaYista, on the 
eastern shore, as had been allowed by the 
treaty of Utrecht, and thence, however, was 
extended to Cape Kay, instead of Point Eiche, 
on the western coast. 

In 1785, the exportations from the United 
States to Newfoundland were limited to bread, 
stuffis, com, and live stock, in British bottoms 
only. The resident inhabitants of Newfound- 
land had now reached the number of 10,244, 
and they had 8034 acres of land under culti- 
vation; bat they still suffered the more, as 
their numbers increased, from the want of an 
adequate system for the administration of 
justice other than that afforded by merchant 
captains, and by naval commanders; so that 
frequent memorials from the settlers were for- 
warded, and frequent discussions in parliament 
occurred in consequence, particularly respect- 
ing the right to landed property and ships' 
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In 1786, B«ar-Admiral EQiot was appointad 
goreraor.* In tbis (Acer's ftdminutration, 
the act of 26 Geoi^ III., cap. 36, wae pawed, 
ccHktiBsing the boimties on the fishery for ten 
years, and improTiag the former act, alnidg- 
ing the powers of the emirt of vice-admiralty, 
and declaring that the conrt of Session was to 
hear and determine excIusiTely matters be- 
tween roaster and serrant. This was T^ie- 
mently opposed by the jndge of yice-adnuralty 
and hia deputies, and the aMities of tiie pro- 
▼incial secretary, Mr. Graham, were severely 
tried, as wdl the patiaioe of the governor, 
who is stated to have been prodent, intelli- 
gent, and finn. Anqtach remarks, that the 
reocwds <^ the eonrt at St. John's and Har- 
boor Grace exhibited an "andadoas and 
persevering resistance to the arrangements 
introduced hj the new act, which almost ex- 
ceeds creditality.*' But although Governor 
Elliot was very far frcnn com^^tely succeed- 

* In whoae wfrniiiktratuHi Dr. Jums O'Dfuuell 
wu Bent oat, vrith tba ^ifMnntHeBt of prefect aad 

vicar ^watolic of tbe Ronun-oatholic church. He 
via afterwards raised to a bishopric, and spent twenty- 
three years in the ialand, retiring on a pension from 
the GoTemment, after a very meritorious career. 
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big in this impiH-taiit work, he materitiUy cora- 
tributed to facilitate the mcve efiectual im- 
proT^neats which were afterwards made hj 
CSiief Justice fieeres. He was ably saf^xated 
m this task by his secretary, Mr. Graiam, 
and by G^jtaios Edward Packenham and 
itobert Carthew S^molds, who were em- 
{iloyed as his surrogstes in t^ prnicapal oixb- 
harbours. 

Tills disjcusttDS snd TBzatoons stnte of 
affairs w&s in a slight measure Temedied by 
^B oommission given to Admiral Mark Mil- 
bmke, who aneceeded as goTemar in 1789, 
and wJK) was empovered to destrt^' the ex- 
tenaiye jorisdictiQU cf the Vice-admirahy and 
Goort of SesucHi, by establishing a Court of 
Ccanmon Fleas. The judge a£ the Tice-admi- 
ralty had been removed in consequence of his 
oppositioii, and now t^e registrar of that 
court, much more ccmtimtacioDS, was sent off 
likewise by the spirited secretary. But no- 
thing could please the discontented holders of 
former powra*, and a continued stream of peti- 
tions asBuled the hcnne government, until at 
length the king was advised, in 1790, to 
direct the government to appoint a Court of 
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Civil JuisdictioD, iritb extensive aod defined 
powers; and at last, in 1791, a bill was 
brooght into parliament for the instdtntion of 
such a conrt permanently, consisting of a chief 
jnsdce aj^inted bj the crown, and two 
assessors aj^inted by the governor; but 
this was limited to one year, or, in other 
words, nntil its merits and capabilities to 
conquer the storm of opposition, and to intro* 
dace order and regularity into the island, had 
been fairly txied. 

In 1792, another act was passed in conse* 
qnence of this experiment, creating the Su- 
preme Court of Judicature of the island of 
Newfoundland for one year also, and Chief 
Justice Reeves, a man of sound l^aL know- 
ledge and ezteosive acquirements, was sent 
out, with directions to open it, and on his 
return in the winter to England, to draw up a 
statement of the condition of the fisheries, the 
customs and usages of the courts of justice, 
and, in short, to afibrd every information upon 
the colony to the home government. 

Assisted by the secretary's local knowledge, 
and by his own firmness, prudence, and 
popular manners, he soon, as Anspach ob- 
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serves, silenced all impertinence, and shamed 
all attempts at opposition in the capital, and 
proceeding to Conception Bay, he examined 
into a most disgraceful state of things, as 
respected the administration of the laws there, 
and caused Captain Graham Moore to be sent 
to bold a surrogate conrt.* 

We must not pass over this, the first chief 
justice of Newfoundland, without advising all 
those who desire to make themselves ac- 
quainted with the legal history of the island, 
t» peruse the interesting wort he published in 
1793, under the title of the "History of the 
Government of Newfoundland." 

In consequence of the information which he 
■collected, the act of the 33rd George III., 
cap. 76, was passed in June, 1793, by which 
the supreme court was established, and the 
administration of the laws placed on surer 
grounds, so as to pave the way for that of 

" Surrogate courts were, until 1809, courts held by 
virtue of an act passed in 1793, empowering the go- 
vernor to appoint naval officers, to hold courts at the 
out-harbours, and to give these courts the same power 
as the supreme court, eicepting for cases above forty 
pounds, when appeals lay to that tribunal. These 
officers were called "floating surrogates," and, as may 
be imagined, administered the law after the naval code. 
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1809, of tfae 4»tk George UI^ cap. 27, hy 
wiaah this court and the district etmrts were 
penoanoitljr coastitiited sod made peipetoaL 
In tUfi 7<Mr, €iovenK>T Kiag Jield tiu reins of 
power, but was succeeded in 1794 by Qomxaor 
^ James Wallace, and he in 1797 ms re- 
placed by Vice- Admiral Wald^rare.* 

Admiral WaUaee's admiiuBtrstion ii duefiy 
marVwi by tbe ailempt o£ a French squadron 
of nine sail of tiie line, and several other nun- 
of-war, nsd^ Admiral Sicbery, to bom the 
fishing VQlage in tbe Bay of Bulls, and to 
alarm St. Jolm's, whidi laaA no other results 
than tbe destraclim c€ the village, stoies, and 
fi^ing-craf^ in the Bay of Bulls. 

Admiral Waldegrave, afterwards Lord lUd- 
stock, rcsidered his administeatum remarkable 
by his zeal for the public welfiure, by his 
strenuous effi^ts to coonteraot the insidioas 
uid hateful poiscm which "Paine's Age of 
Season" and '* The Rights of Man" were 
working in the small, and not very educated 
community be ruled over, and by his munifi- 

* The Crow's Nest, an importaat military post, of 
atrikiDg featniec, ID ^e view of tke harbour of St. John, 
is named Wollace'i Battery ; utxler which, half way 
down ^e preeipioct is WaUegrave's Battery. 
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tbe governor, the cMef jiutice, and principal 
officials and inhabitants. 

Governor Pole assumed the administra'tion 
in 1800, and was succeeded by Admiral Gam- 
bier, who was appointed to the government of 
Newfoundland in 1802. The character of 
this governor is well known. He promoted 
the interests of the colony to tbe utmost of 
his power, fostered the education of tbe people, 
and left the name of a mild and equitable 
man. Tbe treaty of Amiens was signed early 
in this year, by which the French were re- 
instated in their possessions of Miguelon and 
St. Pierre, and in their concurrent rights of 
fishery. A regiment of volunteers, which had 
been raised in the colony under the name of 
the Newfoundland Fencibles, and which had 
been very efficient, was now disbanded; but 
the short peace soon rendered it necessary to 
reorganize it under the title of the New- 
foundland Light Infantry, when it was ex- 
tended to a thousand men, and placed under 
the command of Colonel Skinner. The French 
were again dispossessed, the squadron made 
many and most valuable captures, an im- 
mense quantity of dried fish was seized, 
:and Newfoundland again flourished more and 
more. 



by Google 



SETTLEMENT DOWN TO 1843. 141 

In Admiral Gambler's administratioD, a 
female Eed Indian was brought to St. John's, 
who will be treated of hereafter. 

He was succeeded by Admiral Sir Erasmus 
Gower, in 1804, and during these adminis- 
trations, several Sunday schools were esta- 
blished, law was more perfectly settled in 
its operations at the out-ports, and beneTolent 
Irish societies were formed, both at St. John's, 
and in Conception Bay, for the relief of the 
poor fishermen and settlers. 

Admiral Holloway waa appointed to the 
command of the fleet, and governor of the 
island, in 1807, and in the next year, the first 
newspaper was printed in Newfoundland.* A 
volunteer militia was formed in this year, for 
the defence of the capital and island, and a 
post office was instituted, but no regular 
packet or mail. 

Labrador was also re-annexed to the go- 
vemment of Newfoundland, with Anticosti; 
and an act of Parliament in 1809, rendered 

* ■■ The Royal Gazette and Newfouadlaod Adver- 
tiser," nas publbhed first on the 27tb August, 1807, by 
Mr. John Ryan, and still continues as the official govern- 
ment paper, under the title of the " Royal Gazette." 
Mr. Ryan has Mr. Withers associated with him at St. 
John's. 
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tbe supreme and otb^ local conrts ef justice 
peraoauent. An in^ectual attempt was also 
made by Lieutenant Spratt, £.N^ to open 
an interconi^e vilh the Sed Indians, and 
Bucli was the scarcity oi freak |a^)Ti8i(His, in 
consequeiiice oi the im>hiUtion of export irom 
Canada, Nova Scotia, and Prince Edward's 
Island, thadi GoTcmer EoUoway issued a pro- 
'chunation to license the supply oS cattle, corn, 
and fruit from the Western Islands. 

Vice Admiral, Sir John Thomaa Dnok- 
woiiii, was aj^inted governor in 1810. He 
visited sonte ci the ont-harboors, and renewed 
the fowilamatiKUL of 1775, ibr the protection 
of the Bed Indians, and sent as exploring 
party to cuhiTate friendship with them, unda 
Lieut Buchan, E.K., who lost two nurines at 
the Bay t^ Exploit-s, where he had left them 
as a guard, at an apparently abandoned camp, 
whilst he and bis party went to visit another 
station. On his rebim, he found his two 
soldiers decapitated, and that the savages had 
utterly fled. 

In 1811, an act of parliament was passed, 
authorizing the holding of surrogate courts 
in Labrador. The govemra' offered a bonus 
of 100/. to any person who should bring 
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aboQt a friendly nndentandisg with the R«d 
Indians. 

By the act above mentioned, the harbour 
^res of St. John's were cleared of an in- 
toleraWe evih The ships' rooms oocnpied 
the whole beach, and having become alraost 
use^9, continued a somroe of everlastiitg dis- 
fwte and conteation. They were now thrown 
opoi, by lease for thirty years, to public 
competition, divide into building and water 
lots; and seTcrai very jndicions measures were 
adopted to secure the town frtw fire, as well 
as to improve its appearance, it being at Hiai, 
time a coniiised mass of narrow streets and 
irregular blocks (^wooden hovels and bnildings. 
From this period may be dated the present city, 
which etill has maay aerioos imperfections, 
and has freqn^tly been ahnoet destroyed by 
fire, but invaiiaUy rises, like the phcoiix, 
brighter and better from its ashes, — stone and 
brick hous^ and wide streets, taking the 
place of the wretched wooden dwellings of 
former times, and infectioira disorders, then so 
frequent, giving way before increasing clean- 
liness, and the natural salubrity of the cli- 
mate. 

The year 1812 is remarkable as the epoch 
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diftreflaing to the settlers. The great fire, in 
the fanner, at St. John's, and the failure of 
the harrests in manj porti(Hi8 ttf Europe in the 
latter, heaped misery upon miseiy; for the 
merchants who held stocks of provisions on 
hand, foreseeing the impossibility of prompt 
payment, contracted the usual credit system, 
ai^ the pt^mlace, driven to despair, desperately 
attempted to take that which was othairise 
out of thar reacL Yohmteer companies were 
raised, to prevent total min, and committer 
of reli^ were also formed, to dde ont food at 
stated periods. The bsses by fire are stated 
to have amoonted, in St. Jc^'s, to upwards of 
100,000/. sterling, and fiiibeen hundred people 
were driven, in the most inclement season of 
the Newfoundland winter, to seek fresh homes 
on board the shipping in the harbour, or wher- 
ever th^ could find shelter. Fortunately the 
exertions of the seamen and troops preserved 
the great warehouses and magazines, although 
a hunicane from the south-east was blowing at 
the time, [and thus a town, then containing 
twelve thousand inhabitants, without exterior 
resources, shut in by the ice on its coasts, and 
without an interior to resort to, was saved. 
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Until the year 1811, no building oould be 
erected in any part of Newfoundland without 
the penniasion of the governor, in order to pre- 
vent nnnecessuy settlement, and to protect the 
fishing adrentorers, as well as to provide for 
the return of the mariners engaged in it to 
Britain. It was now evident enough that the 
utmost exertion of the local government was 
requisite to preserve the capital from similar 
destruction, and measures were accordingly 
adopted, ttt enforce the building regulations. 

The British pwliament was appealed to, and 
by statements made to it, it appeared that the 
population of Newfoundland had, by the unex- 
ampled proej)erity produced from the exclusive 
fishery carried on during the war, reached to 
nearly eighty thousand, whilst eight hun- 
dred vessels were employed in the trade, and 
the revenue of two millions annually had been 
yielded; but the fire, the scarcity in Europe, 
and the peace, had so altered its circumstances, 
that one mercantile house in Conception Bay 
alone had sunk 20,000/., and poverty and 
want raged amongst the poorer classes. 

Government immediately vested Admiral 
Pickmore, who is represented to have been a 
man of humane disposition and amiable quali- 
l2 
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ties, with discretionarj powere, and forwarded 
relief to the sufierers. 

But St. John's was fated to experience an 
increase of misery; for on the 7th of No- 
vember, 1817, another immense portion of 
the city was destroyed by fire, with a large 
supply of provisions and goods in the ware- 
houses ; thirteen merchants' establishments, and 
one hundred and forty dwelling-houses, occu- 
pied by one thousand one hundred persons, were 
totfdiy consumed. The ralne of the property 
thus destroyed was near five hundred tibousand 
pounds sterling ; and to increase the privations 
of those who escaped, another fire broke out on 
the 21st of the same month, by which fifty-six 
more houses were burnt down to the ground, 
besides several of the merchants' storehouses. 

Admiral Fickmore laid an embai^o upon all 
vessels and craft in the harbour, in order to 
ascertain the quantity of provisions lefit, which 
was found not to be snfficient to meet the de- 
mand until the ensuing spring. Many of 
those who could get away, accordingly soon 
afterwards sailed to the neighbouring colonies 
or harbours, or went home to Great Britain. 

The spring of 1818 was remarkable for the 
intensity of the frost, which, in general, in the 
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southern parts of the island, is not severe, 
owing to its insular position ; but this year the 
harbour was frozen over on the 10th of Fe- 
bruary, and an enormous impenetrable barrier 
of ice shut out all approach to the cc^asts. The 
months of January, February, and March, ex- 
hibited this unusual severity of frost, without 
much interval of milder weather, and had it 
not been that a previous supply of food had 
arrived, destitution, famine, and death would 
have almost annihilated the city. 

In the midst of this severe winter, which 
has been stated to have equalled, in snow and 
frost, that of Greenland, the respected Governor, 
Admiral Fickmore, died. He had been the first 
naval officer who had been directed to remain 
on the island during the winter season ; and, 
by a singular fatality, he was the first out of a 
succession of administrators, for sixty-eight 
years, to fall on his post. His body was placed 
m the vaults of the church, and subsequently 
carried to England, and he was succeeded, in 
1818, by Vice- Admiral Sir Charles Hamilton. 

Sir Charles was the first permanently resident 
civil governor, and occupied the old wooden 
government house, since pulled down, in Fort 
Townsend. During the early part of his admi- 
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nistratioQ tlie aSairs of tlie ialutd b^an to - 
brighten: the cod and seal fisberiea {nroTed 
imnsoaUj saccessfii] in 1818, and tbe ebaoge 
which had now taken place, so £aToaraUeto 
commerce in England, was Bensihly Mt in her 
long Buffering colony, whilst St. John's b^an 
to rise from its ashes, and stone dwdlii^-hooses 
and stores were everywhere erecting. 

In 1819, an Indian female was e^ttured and 
Iwought to St. John's, bnt on sending her back 
to her tribe she died, so that the intended 
ecmununication with the Bed Indiana was 
frostrated. She was named Mazy March, and 
the inhnman mode of her capture will be ad- 
Terted to under the chapter of this work in 
irtiieh the onfcnrtunate aborigines will be 
treated of. 

The administration of justice was still far 
from perfect, althon^ administered, as far as 
was posdble consistently with his powers, by a 
ii»n of talent and hij^ attainmmts, Francis 
Forbes, Esq., an English barrister, who was 
iiade Chief Justice of Newfoundland on the 
4th August, 1816. He took great trouble to 
render the courts as osefol and as pure as waa 
practicable, and to extend the incakulaUe b&- 
Befits ef British jurisprudence; but stiU the 
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anomalous system oi capstan head law, under 
the designation of surrogate courts, existed in 
the outports, and the courts of session were 
not all t^t could be desired. Mr. Forbes re- 
signed in 1822, leaving a respected name in 
the colony, and was succeeded by Chief Justice 
Tucker, who assumed his seat on the 5th 
May, 1823. 

Li 1824, in consequence of the inadequacy 
of the courts above mentioned, a bill passed 
the imperial parliament *' for the better Ad- 
ministration of Justice in Newfoundland," and 
the chief justice was thereby enabled to have 
the assistance of two judges, and the island 
was divided into three districts, in each of 
which a court was annually to be held. It 
was, like the former acts, experimental; and 
did not entirely obviate all objection, a tend 
to diTuini sh the difficulties eTJgting about 
wages, between the adventurers aod their 
employed fishermen. 

In fact, as Mr. M'Gregor, in his work on 
British America, very justly observes, there 
has been no instance of a British coltoiy so 
inadequately provided for, in the administra- 
tion of its internal afiairs, as Newfoundland. 
Always regarded as a mere fishing station, the 
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energies of its population were also thus alvrays 
checked, and the interest, the obvious and ac- 
tually neeeaeary interest, of the merchant 
adventurers in the fishery was to keep power as 
much as possible in their own hands, and, as 
in the case of India, governed by a mercan- 
tile body, to exclude competition from with- 
out or within. 

But a new era was now dawning. The ap- 
pointment of a resident, instead of a floating 
governor ; the decrease of the Bank fishery, — 
which altered the necessity of making New- 
foundland a nursery for seamen; the decla- 
ration of such a man as Chief Justice Forbes 
that the island vias capable of internal im- 
provements; and the growing importance of 
Canada ; rendered this key of the St. Lawrence 
a trust in which every Briton is interested ; 
and accordingly the reader will find, that, 
during the government of Sir Charles Hamil- 
ton, the way was paved for a new state of 
things, which was to occupy the attention of 
his successor. 

In the year 1825, the usual routine, dutdug 
the war, of appointing the admiral command- 
ing the Newfoundland squadron civil governor 
of the island, was departed from, and Captain 
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£^r Thomas Cocfanme, of die £ojaI l^avj, 
sncceeded ; and a ** Sofal Charter," die first 
tMc^t one of the Idndf mu isroedoatiieSod 
of JaBuarf, 1S26, bf wliich a most important 
ssaA aaiatarj diange in the admini^mttioa (^ 
justice was eflfected.* 

This duster fvovided, that the i^and 
sboald be dirided into the nc^hon, antral, 
and sosthem distriets, and that over Uteae a 
eliief JTutiee and two pniaoe judges sboold pre- 
side; tbst tbe supreme court shookl have 
powers to admit a sufficient number of 9(Ai' 
citors and attom^a, duly qualified for the 
professiofi, to practise in the sereral courts ; 
and that, as asaal, it sbonid grant probates of 
wills and letters of admmiatration. It also 
pTorided ample salaries to tbe three jndges. 
The goremor was, moreorer, directed to ap- 
poiht aoanaU^ a sufficient persoo as high 
sheriff of the island, who was to enter into 
heavy fiecnrities for the doe performance of 
bis office; and appeals might lie from the 

* An Imperfact c«imui of the island inhabitants wa« 
aUo madfl In 1825, which gave 55,719. In J8S2, an- 
other Imperfect ceniui gave 60,008. See Montgomery 
Martln'i •■Britiih Colonies," vol.iii. p. 489. In 1834^ 
It was supposed to be 75,000. 
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decinons oi the Boprone court to iba king in 
council, for matten exceeding the value of fire 
hundred pounds gterlio^. 

Ib 1827, a very landable socie^ for the 
protectifHL t£ the Bed Indiana, which was 
somewhat singularly styled " the Bceothic So- 
oietj," firom that being supposed to be the 
designation oi the aborigines, ma formed at 
St. John's; and means were adopted, bat with- 
oat efiiect, to discover the retreat or remnant 
of this interestiD^ race. 

The Bishop of Nova Scotia, also, in whose 
diocese Newfoundland had been placed, visited 
the island, and consecrated the difiereat 
churches and chapels of the Chorch of Eng- 
land. 

The administration (^ Sir TkHoas Cochrane 
was a vigorous one, uid he has the singular 
merit of having opened roads in the vicinity 
of the cqiital, and of directing great improve- 
ments in Ute town itself; whilst the culti- 
vation of the soil^ c(«t8equent upon his inde- 
fatigable attention to forming internal com- 
munications, now b^an to be attended to, and 
horses, cattle, and sheep were gradaally find- 
ing pasturage provided for them.. He also 
built a new government house, of solid st<me 
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materials, — which, however, has proved too 
hti^e and too expensive for the comfort of his 
successors; whilst, owing to the necessity of 
Ininging aU the cut stone from beyond sea, the 
expense of its erection proved enormous. It 
is also buiit on an exposed site, and, being not 
possessed of any exterior architectural beau- 
ties, does not much ornament the capital. Its 
interior accommodataon is, however, very good, 
and weU adapted for l^e Houses of Council 
and Assembly, and for public offices, which 
will undoubtedly be its final destination, as it 
is not by any means calculated for its present 
purposes, and the fact of having the goTemment 
offices under its roof, renders it too public. 

A new goToiunent house, in a more shel- 
tered situation, on a smaller scale, will prove 
of great benefit to' the succeeding governors; 
and as the colony has a large fund at its dis- 
posal, it is to be hoped that it will be soon 
erected, for the ornament of this rising city, as 
well as for the private convenience of the go- 
vernor. 

Sir Thomas Cochrane retained his office 
until 1834, and bestowed npon it great and 
unwearied attention, and displayed a magnifi- 
cence in his viceregal functions before unknown. 
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He purchased and beautified a situation about 
three miles from St. John's, where a small, 
picturesque lake flows almost round a pro- 
jecting woodland, on which he built an orna- 
mental cottage; and, cutting a winding avenue 
tiirough the woods, by the side of a brawling 
stream, and along the shores of the lake, he 
made an excellent road to it from the Gorern- 
ment House, and styled his summer residence, 
*' Yirginia Cottage." A more elegant thought, 
carried more effectively into execution, could 
not have been devised, and it shews what even 
the nigged neighbourhood of St. John's Is ca- . 
pable of, for there are few more lovely scenes 
in America than that thus adorned. It did 
not, however, long remain as an appanage of 
government; for, having been created out of 
private means, it was sold after the departure 
of Sir Thomas Cochrane.* 

In 1830, the venerable and much-beloved 
bishop of the Roman-catholic church. Dr. 
Scallan, died universally lamented;! ^^^ ^ 
the same year, a new court house and jail were 

* To Mr. EmersoD, barrister-at-lav, and brother of 
the Solicitor^General. 

\ He vM succeeded by the present bishop, Dr. 
Fleming. 
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built at Harbour Grace, and several societies 
for the benefit of the fishermen were formed, 
whilst mechatiics' institutes now first com- 
menced operations in Newfoundland. 

The year 1831 is remarkable from the nume- 
rous petitions and memorials to the home go- 
vernment for constituting a permanent colony, 
by the institution of a " Local Legislature" 
for the island. These petitions were vehe- 
mently opposed by the principal mercantile 
houses at home connected with the fisheries ; 
and after long and patient discussion, a *' £e- 
presentative Assembly" was granted in 1832, 
which placed Newfoundland on a par with 
the neighbourii^ provinces of Great Bri- 
tain. 

In August, 1832, Sir Thomas Cochrane ob- 
tained a new commission, with very extensive 
powers, and was constituted, in point of fact 
and law, the first civil governor. He was 
empowered to create a legislative and execu- 
tive coimcil, composed of seven persons, who 
individually could be suspended from acting 
by the governor, for any just cause. He was 
authorized to divide the inhabited parts of the 
island into nine districts, and had the usual 
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powen of a negstlTe voioe in bills, and of ad- 
joDminent, [unrogatioD, (x dissolitticMi of t^ 
provincial pariiamoit. 

fifteen r^resentatiTes for the lower hoase, 
or House of Assembly, were chosen out of the 
peculation, from tltat elan who were natural- 
bMH snlgecto of Eng^d, or legally natoralized, 
free from infiuDons criioe, and who were twenty- 
one jeira of age, and had occttjaed for two 
years bef(»re the day of their dection, eitiier as 
owners or tenants, a dwdling-honse in the 
island. The electors were the whole male popn- 
lation <^ twenty-one years <d age, occupying 
dwelling-hooses, either as owners or tenants for 
one year; in fact, they were so extensiTe as 
to render the elections dependent npon the 
somewhat ticklish groond of universal snf&age. 

With this expraiment, the parliamentary 
campaign opened on the 1st of January, 1833 ; 
and shM*tIy aHerwards, Chief Justice Tucker, 
who was president <^ the ooimcil, resigned his 
ofKce, in consequence of his di&ring with the 
House of Assembly upon the subject of trade 
and taxation, and a revenue bill, which had 
passed ihe Lower House, was thrown out, iu 
the council, according to his advice. 
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Thus caaaaeaced a series <^ eremtB which 

lasted daring the administration of Sir Thomas 
Co(JiTane and his suocessca*. 

Mr. Tucker, who was very mac^ respected 
in the cdonj, resigned, and went to Canada, 
and was re[daced from that ooonbry by the 
late attonejr-gener^ of the Upper Prorince, 
Mr. Henry T. Bonlton. 

In 1834, Sir Thomas Cochrane wis stune- 
what suddenly rdiered of office by the appear- 
ance of a vessel of war bringing Captain 
Henry Frescott, of the Boyal Navy, with a 
C4HQmission as civil governor, who found t^ 
oobny flourishing in trade, bnt extremely dif- 
ficult to manage. 

The imports of Newfoundland this year 
amounted to 618,757/., and the exports, to 
836,659/., leaving a favourable balance of 
207,902/., fw the island, which then employed 
883 British ships, carryii^ 105,570 tons, and 
twenty Spanish and American vessels, carrying 
2978 tons; whilst the ^ring Seal Fishoy en- 
gaged 125 vessdfl, and «nployed neariy 3000 
sailco^ from the Port of St. Jdm's only; and 
Conception Bay sent out 218 ^ps, manned 
by 4894 men; Trinity Bay, nineteen vessels; 
and many more, from other out-harbours, en- 
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gaged in this dangerous hut IncratiTe destruc- 
tion of the poor seals, unidst the treacherous 
floating ice near the coasts of Newfoundland 
aud Labrador. 

It has been said, that in 1835 the popula- 
tion of Newfoundland had risen to 95,000, but 
that the fishery on the Great Banks had abnost 
ceased, for where, during the war, at least 700 
ships were seen, there were not then twenty 
employed, the fishing-ground being covered 
with French, American, and other foreigners. 

The capita of the island was also attaining 
great importance, and had 15,000 inhabitants. 

Captain Frescott's reign lasted -until the 
summer of 1840, and was passed amidst con- 
stant turmoil, from tiie opposing interests of 
the House of Assembly and the Council; the 
former adopting bills as thick as hail, and the 
latter swamping them as fast as they appeared. 

The scenes described at the elections almost 
exceed credibility, and the troops wore kept 
during those periods always ready to prevent 
or to check popular commotion, and altogether 
the country was in a state of agitation from 
one end to the other. 

Chief Justice Boulton, an acute and intel- 
ligent lawyer, in the course of his duty, sen- 
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tenced several indlTiduals to the' gallows, and 
a Trarfare was kept up by the press against the 
catholic priestiiood, who were openly accused 
of controlling the elections. 

The resident population had apparently been 
overrated, as I do not find any autihentic docu- 
ments whidi carry it higher than 80,000 in this 
year, 1840; although, strictly speaking, it was 
probably much more; of which, about one-half 
are protestants, either of the churches of Eng- 
land or Scotland, and Wesleyan methodists and 
congregationalists, and the other half are 
Soman catholics. The protestants are chiefly 
of English descent, and the latter of Irish pa- 
rentage.* 

But of this hereafter, under the proper head.- 
Suffice it now to observe, that the broad, reli- 
gious line of separation, is also strengthened 
and widened by the interests of the mercantile 
commnnily and office-bearers, the most wealthy 
and influential portion being, as well as the 
lawyers, all: protestants; but then it is to be 
borne in mind, also, that one-hidf of the 
people are Roman catholics and Irish, or of 

* There is but very little doubt tb&t the preteot po- 
pulation of Nswronndland b 100,000. 
VOL. I. H 
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bsUi diBMBt. llMteTeoeBtfy from orboni IB 
Iielaad, httve not entiptlj&igetteB^ olddis- 
1dActii» of (Hmgemsn and pa^nst 

Such a society, so oonstitnled, it wvnM map 
tnrany be sapposed, xmst abound viti^ the 
vindictive and fttrions jMssions whiefa hwve 
pervaded Irdand fi)r offlUnndes, and tlst midr 
aigfat mmder, ribaadjan, and every atrocttjr 
coniceiTaUe would exist, in a oomniry: lAae, 
from the scstteied nofciue of the aettteHunt^ 
the execnlxjrs of tte laivs are saidon seeOy 
irtiere a- single constable rules orer miles of 
coast, and ii^eie the poor fishermui T*.TTrHTng 
from his toil ia- October has no q&kt rseourees, 
apparently, but drink and debauchery, dori^ 
a six moBtte' wiirter. 

So &r from this being the ease, there has 
not been a capital pnn^iment fer years ; tiie 
people are very cn^erty and respectfel to their 
supeiiOTs; tempenoice has strolled onder ite 
banners tto greater pn^ortion, and house- 
breaking and seiions ctimea are acto^y un- 
known; and it Is raiiversidly admitted t^t 
tiKre is na oonntry in the ej-viliiad verid 
where greater simplicity of manners or less 
«rimeexiflta» than in KemfenufHand. in, sum- 
mer, the people are on the wide ocean, toilnig 
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for ^ir existence Awting ibe winto-, and in 
irinter, eixce|)tLBg in the towns or viUages, they 
IiftTe BO indBcemcnts to sin or outrage, simi^ 
becaiue thej have no btereoitne vriih thor 
neighboors. And even m a oHj like St. 
John's, witlioui ft regular pt^ce, yon may valk 
tbe streets li all hours of the -night, cot mij 
withoiit dango: amongst these excitable Terra- 
□ovans, but even withont often meeting vith 
any of thera after ten (tr eleven o'clock 

Amongst the other eroots of Captain Prea- 
cott's administration, ia one whi(^ led to very 
serious results. Ctuef Justice Boultoa, firesh 
froD the pdtitical strife then raging in Upper 
Canada, had kwt his sitaation as attc»iiey-gen»- 
rat of tliatprOTiDce,froniaiicfpo6itioittosome 
views of the home gwrermneat, req»ectii^ a mis- 
creant wImi afterwards inrtdved Canada in civil 
war. The oolonial minister, however, to lessen 
the effect <^ his official act, ^ipointed him diief 
jmtice (tf KewlonndlaiLd, a situation of bcnoor 
and tmst pei^ps greater than the former, but 
infinitely less profitable. 

Tbe wai was raging when Chief Justice 

BtAihon arrived at St. John's, between the two 

parties in liewfonndland, composed as we 

have already stated. He aeted with vigour 

h2 
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and extraordioaiy moral resolution, to put the 
administratioii of justice in such a position as 
he conceived would assist the goremment, and 
tend to quash the existing feuds, whilst it 
would also ensure a tangible and known form 
of law, irom which no deviation would be ad- 
mitted by him. He altered, accordingly, the 
scale of jury fees, the long-acknowledged claim 
of the fisherman's lien for the payment of his 
wages, and the mode of striking juries ; and then, 
meeting with unwearied opposition and attacks 
from the press, he very boldly, but very unre- 
flectingly, doffed the solemn robes of justice, 
descended from his dignified chair of state, 
and on the floor of his own court pleaded before 
two inferior judges, his own cause against libels 
upon his own public conduct. 

For these and other acts he was charged 
before the Privy Council by the House of 
Assembly, with being a corrupter of justice, a 
political partizan, and a magistrate who en- 
dangered the constitution and the peace of the 
community. 

It is extremely interesting to read the pro- 
ceedings of the Council upon this important 
case. The speech of that eminent civilian, Dr. 
Lushington, is a most forcible appeal to that 
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august coort. He was employed by the 
House of Assembly; nor is the speech of his 
autagonist, Mr. Bnrge, who guided the case of 
Chief Justice Boulton, less distinguished or 
interestiiig. 

The Lords of the Committee of the Privy 
Council, after a patient hearing, presented a 
report to the Queen, whidi, whilst it exone- 
rated Mr. Bowlton from any corrupt or inten- 
tional deviation from his duty as a judge, and 
expressed disapprobation of the language and 
conduct which had been used towards him in 
his high office, reconunended that he should 
be removed, for having indiscreetly permitted 
himself " so much to participate in the strong 
feelings which appeared unfortunately to have 
influenced the different parties in the colony." 
This report was confirmed by the Queen in 
Council on the 5th July, 1838, and a successor 
in the person of Mr. J. 6. H. Bourne, an Eng- 
lish barrister, was soon afterwards sent to the 
colony. 

Captain Prescott was destined to be the last 
of the original race of naval governors of New- 
foundland, amongstwhom so many had so highly 
distinguished thranselves. His administration 
was unmarked by anything of a public nature 
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respecting the internal interests d the cK^oay, 
as the roads which Sir Th(»aa8 Cochruie had 
80 ablj corunenoed were mil omtimed, nor 
were Ihe agrienltaral resonroes «f Uk idaad 
developed, in consequence, perhaps, of ihe 
state of parties during his goremorship.* 

X new tn dawned upon Newfoundland in 
the somner of 1841, as it was known that a 
militaty officer of hi^ rank bad been o&red 
die goTemment of Newfon&dlaQd. 

At last, the intdligraoe arriTed that Hi^ 
General Sir John Harrey, S.G.B., E.€.H^ 
had accepted this hi^ and iiBportaDt post, and 
that he had proceeded to I^^and, in <me oi 
Canard's steamers, to rec^To his instmetionB. 

Sir John remained but a short peru>d in 
London before he again crossed Ab Atlaotie 
in a steamer, and emharkuig on board the 
Testal Frigate at Haliiax, he arrived at St. 
John's, on the 16th S^tember 1841. 

The demoiKtrations made hj the capital to 
receive his Excellency, who had condocted 
two noghbonring govermn^ts, and had been 

* In the autumn of 1840, a regular sailing packet 
between HaliFax and St. John's, once a fortnight, had 
commenced under the orders of the Postmaster-Ge- 
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distaiguahe4 on Ifae Staff Anting tiKwariQ^ft- 
ftada, were great; tke difiennt psUic wwiedes 
w^ tkcir bjomas aad onuuM&ts, the {>e(^ in 
mass, aad all the dergy cf every ckzieiBinBtMn, 
Ae ma^tratfls, morcliaDts, aai. officii gen- 
tiemsn, fcorDEttd tbesoadvos near the Queen's 
Wharf, — at vhldi his Excellency laitded vitb 
Us suite, nnder a salute jrem the frigate, wfaoae 
yards, as is usual, were mauaed on die oflcaaieai. 

Si Joim waHDed up to the Goremment 
fionse, aiboat half a, mile distant, followed by 
a train of many tiiausand peiaMta, and vas 
immediatdy swom in, and tiien addresaed.tbe 
Bsa^Uage; and, in « short tine aftenvards, 
lield a. leree, vhid -was mone nnmeroosly -at- 
tesded titan any wfaii^ had ever been roaem- 
fcercd in Newfoundland. 

It would not be {Mr<^wr for tbe wiitcir of this 
vDi^ to enitt foother into llie {wtJic acts of 
ffir John Harr^, «t to descant on his raea- 
snies;* it is «ifficient to oheerre dat a& 

* All classes here look vith the greatest reliance 
upon the measures which Lord Stanley tnaf bring 
fonrard relative to this ancient province of Britain ; 
and it is singular enougti that the government lit home 
have, periiaps, the most easy task relative to this co- 
lo&f, of any now in progress for cousolidating the 
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«laB8e8 of the Newfonndland ml^eeU of ber 
Majestj lulled liis appearance as tbe f(»8- 
mniia' of ao end to the political uid otiier 

duonion irhich had so nnhappilj preruled for 
-some years past, and which has renewed the 
feelings of ancient times — feelings that had at 
one time lapsed almost into oblivion. 

They hidled it,^as the certainty that New- 
foundland had now bec<HDe one of the colonies 
of Great Britun; no longer a mere fishing 
station, bat an important and efiectnal arm of 
the great power which occnpies the foremost 
Tank amidst the nations of the world. 

To condnde this long historical chapter, I 
cannot perb^M do better than give the words 
-of his Excellency, in the first paMic speech 
made by him in Newfoundland, before the Agri- 
cultural Society, at its formation — a speech 
upon a subject which has hitherto been *' ta- 
booed," as rdates to this interesting and highly 
important appendage of the British crown. 

empire ; for all here are persuaded that nothing will 
be done without tlie most mature coiuideratioDi and 
that when done, it niil be firmly acted up to in the 
coltmial department. 
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Speech o^ Aw Exedhncy Sir John Honey, upon tke 
opening tf Ci« Jirtt AgricuUvral Meeting in New- 
foundland, in hii eapaeity tu patron of One locietg, 
tmd delivered in tie Factory, at St. John's, on the 
14tA if January, 1842 :— 

" Gentlemen, — From the moment of my ap- 
pointment to the government of this ancient 
and loyal possession of the British crown, it 
became my duty to identify myself with all its 
interests, and the cordiality with which I was 
received in the island by all classes of its inha- 
bitants, at once converted that duty into a 
source of the highest gratification. I do not 
affect to conceal from yon, Jiowever, that I 
brought with me the impression, which I be* 
lieve to be universally entertained oat of the 
island, that it possesses but one class of inter- 
ests — viz., those connected with its trade and 
fisheries. It was, therefore, ' with equal sur- 
prise and pleasure, that I discovered, as well 
from my own observation as irom the informa- 
tion of others, that Newfoundland is, in re- 
ality, something more than a mere 'fishing 
station,' and possesses resources beyond the 
mere ' rocks on which to dry the nets of t^e 
fisherman.' In a word, I saw in it the tm- 
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doubted evidence of a capability for agri- 
CQltonl puwiU, far hefmi vkat I kid 
incised to exist ; aad I Hkewiae saw, Ibat 
by no odier means cfui tihe great staple of tiiis 
i^and, its 'fisheries,' or the great national 
objects, the 'nursery of seamen,' and the 
C(HisiiiBpta(Ht of the maimfiu^tiires t£ the pa- 
vent state, be so e&ctoally promoted, as bf 
htioffng the boaes of tiie fiaherawn Bearer to 
tte Bceae of their parraite and operatioDB; in 
a word, by eDOooragiiig settkmwt wd tbe 
caitiTattan of the swl — an enMU-agemcAt 
whioh c<Mt«n plates the n^d iscrease oi its 
population, oonseipHntly, ^ its fishermen and 
■uriaers, as weU a&c£tt class of iHwe, hardy, 
loy^ and permaneat setters, irho would 
ooastittUfi tite ' oraistitatiaaal d^eooe' of tiie 
colony, and whose labours, as auxiUary to its 
fisheries, m^t, at no renaote poiod, go far to 
render die island ind^eadoit of all ' &i«ign' 
eoantries fiur the means of feeding tiuise «a- 
gaged in them. 

'* WitJboat enterii^ into qtecolaticHis regard- 
ing a sfibject with which we are, as yet, im- 
perfectly acquainted, but upon which it will 
be the duty of the executive govoniseut, 
throng the aid of the provincial legislature, 
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to acquire more accuiaie iofonitation — I mean 
the adaptation, or otlifflirise, of the exl«»Te 
prairies of the intmor (^ iht ialanii, for cul- 
tiratiOTL and settlement — it nutj be sufficient, 
fiir my p%3ent poipoae, merdj io advot to a 
fact which h vrithin Hne knoiriedge of you all — 
viz., that tiiis island, throu^ut almost the 
whole eztmt of its bays, harbours, and inlets, 
is E&irted by a belt of cultivable land, vaiying 
in d^h, from one to sereral leagues, well 
cikulated to reward the labours of tiie agri- 
cidturist; of which no mtxe conviocing proof 
eui be required than the specimens of ^vduce 
now h«£ixe you, consisting of wl^at, bariey, 
otds, turnips, potatoes, etc., equal in size, in 
wei^t, and in qutJity, to the productions of 
any otiier country, En^and not excepted I It 
may be askei (dsewhere) * How is this to be 
e^lained with nferatce to the reputed ste- 
rility c£ the soil of Newfoundland, and to the 
laigth uul aererity of its winters, uid the 
eooaequent ^cnixieas of its open seaaon.' The 
answer is: 'By tiie productive qualities of 
that soil to which the imputatitm of sterility 
80 unjoatiy attaches; by the fineness of its 
autumnal season, which affords am[de opptH*- 
tunity for the preparation of the ground for 
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the 'spring crops;' and by the almost tmex- 
ampled rapidity of vegetation during the sum- 
mer, by which the shortness of that season' is 
amply compensated.' I repeat, then, to yon, 
gentlemen, what I have so frequently said in 
two neighbonring colonies : * The results of 
your hurests may, nnder the blessing of that 
Providence npon which they must in all 
countries alike depend, be ensured, as far as 
they can be, by human means, by a jn>ovident 
indofitry, aided by a system of agriculture, 
adapted to the climate and soil of the island.' 
" This observation conducts me to the more 
inunediate objects of our meeting, and to the 
position in which I stand before yon, as the 
patron of an association, upon the formation 
of which, I offer you and the colony my most 
cordial congratulations; believing, as I firmly 
do, that the objects which that association has 
in view, are not only reconcilable, but iden- 
tified, with all its other interests, more espe- 
cially those of its mrax^hants and fishermen; 
and that, in proportion as they are successfdlly 
carried out, they must have the effect of ad- 
vancing and promoting those interests to an 
extent to which it is not possible to assign any 
limitation. 
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" Entertaining these views and opinions, I 
shall not only deem it to consist with my duty 
towards her Majesty's subjects of this island, 
to urge them upon the consideration of the 
local legislature, whenever her Majesty may 
be pleased to authorize me to couTene it; but 
I now invite the support of all classes of the 
community, for an association, to the successful 
attainment of whose enlightened and patriotic 
objects, I cannot but look as. to one of the 
principal means of ultimately placing this 
island in its just and proper position, as one 
of the brightest and most valuable gems of the . 
British colonial diadem. 

" Gentlemen, — My object in presenting my- 
self here this day, is to make this declaration 
of my sentiment, in regard to the objects of 
the association now about to be formed, for the 
promotion of agriculture in this island, and 
thus, pubUcly, to pledge to it every d^;ree of 
encouragement and support which my posi~ 
tion, as the representative of the sovereign, 
may enable me to extend to, or to procure for 
it. Haviog done this, and with my invita- 
tion to y^ou freely to make known to me, at 
all times, in what way you may be of opinion. 
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oaly de«res to be correetlj m&vmed in whaft 
thiOfie interests eunsUt, ^omptl^ to evinee a 
dispositicat to proniote them, Aceordinglj, 
I have DOW t^ satis&ction <^ pul^idy an- 
nouncing that I hafve recerred recent asssr- 
sBces fnnn the distinguidied DoMemaQ and 
stateanan irfao jnesides over tiM et^mal ^ 
partBK&t of her Majesty's eoondls, and whoat 
warm interwts in, saA extensive acquaintance 
irtth, colonial aS&ixB, are Imown try yoa. all, 
&iai he has pemsed my statements with inte- 
rest and satisfaction, and thafr I may r^ upon 
h» cordifd oo-operatien, and that c^ his col- 
leagues, in any meaeure iriiich may h<^ oat a 
reasonal^e prospect oS derdbping and increas- 
ing the resooTces of th« island. 

" Gentlenipen, — We can desire no more; 
let OS only be trae to onjselTes, and the eeurse 
of the proHE>erity of our island is this day 
begim." 

Just as this work was closing, imtell^ence 
has bem reonved that one of the most oiUght- 
ened of the colemal aiBistexs ef Britain, 
(Lord Stwiley,) apiwoTes (rf the sentiments 
(ontsiaed in tbts ^nech. Thk is, indeed, the 
dawn -of a new day to Kewibtm^aad, and it is 
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no longer a high crime and misdemeanour to 
assert that it ifl a colony of Great Britain, 
capable of taking its place with those adjacent 
to it, and of sustaining a resident population. 
Lord .Stanley's knowledge of colonial a&irs, 
nobody will diqmte, or pretoid to combat, in 
such a province, where the poor fisherman 
would have starved but for the support of tfae 
soil during bad fishing seasons; and that sup- 
port has only to be brought home to him by 
sQudl grants of land, to render his existence 
more sure and happy. 

Indeed, the best of the modem writers who 
have noticed this colony, echo the sentiments 
expressed at its first settlement by Hayes and 
Wiutbonme, and the most influential of the 
merchants have joined the agricultural society, 
and contributed largely to it. 

M'Gregor, in his excellent work on the 
" Colonies," everywhere asserts the capabilities 
of the soil. 

Montgomery Martin, in 1834, says: — 
" Although a great part of the island consists 
of plains, studded with rocks, and termed 
' barrens,' there is a considerable extent of 
allavial soil, capable of ^growing wheat . and 
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otiier grains; springs of fresh water abound 
everywhere, and the island is well adapted for 
the pasturage of cattle on an extensive scale. 
Martin did not know when he wrote, that the 
word " barrens," in Newfoundland simply 
means places denuded of forest. Some of the 
barrens round St. John's are the best ground of 
any in its vicinage, and the best cultivated." 
Again he observes; " Agriculture is extend- 
ing annually, and, in general, it has rewarded 
the toil and labour of the careful and indus- 
trious husbandman. The land might be made 
extensively useful in grazing farms; and as 
potatoes can be raised with much facility, hogs 
may be fed with success after the country has 
been more and more opened." 

In the *' Edinburgh Cabinet Library," 
published as late as 1839, by very eminent 
writers, who have taken great care to obtain 
correct information about the colonies, the 
some facts are advanced, and hints are given, 
that when the more fertile or western portion 
of the island shall be occupied, Newfoundland 
will afford means for encouraging emigration. 
In fact, the prejudices against Newfound- 
land are fast wearing away, and future generar 
VOL. I. » 



by Google 



178 BHTOST Of niTTOTIlItLiSK. 

tiom will set that l3ie ^Attj and Ihs mS. 
will ooBftbine to render it aa in^cctant as its 
better kaovs and bdtor troited nrt^s. 
Zhey, too, had te sttng^e against dimaite tad 
affdast ^jodioe, in the earlf timei of their 
attentat agricaltuv. 
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CHAPTER m. 

GEOIOGT Aim GEOLOGICAL GELATIONS. 

I^DBB «ai be aotUng more fetigmng to 
Ae iffind, when it is engaged on so cotnpre- 
faesraTE B Bobjoet as ^at of derv^Ac^ing the re- 
sources of an imkiK)wn region like Newfoand- 
Inid, to be fettered and embairasaed with the 
xhaokles of dry detsU; and yet, if the reader 
of joch a 'work does not obto^ all ibit isfor- 
mi^im wiack it is in the povn* of t^ author 
to give «r to c<dleot, he tarns away from it with 
{Bsdain, «ad ohaerree tliat more might have 
been done, ** cooffldering tite time and oppor- 
tunities of the writer."* 

* As has been said, in a critique by a leading paper 
in Canada, upon the " Canadas in 1841," and in that 
viluKble peri9dio>l, " The AtheatenB." 
h2 



by Google 



180 GEOLOGT AND 

In placing before the British pnhlic a recent 
attempt to draw its attention to the state of 
Canada, I chose what I thought the best mode 
of administering a dose of information upon 
that splendid colony, which it struck me mj 
conntrymen were sadlj in want of, in order to 
render their opinions more sound and healthy. 
In that work I abstained, as I have done in 
the present, from entering into abstrose poli- 
tical dissertations, or from dosely noticing sub- 
jects which have arisen Irom violent party 
feeling, and which time, and evidently the 
fielf-interest of the country, can alone subdue. 
Neither the " family compact," that bugbear 
of Upper Canada, nor the somewhat misrepre- 
sented state of the mass of the Lower Canadiau 
French population, were touched upon other- 
wise than lightly, and the whole aim was, in 
as agreeable a manner as possible, to enlighten 
the British " eii home," by giving them a book 
which was not fatiguing to read, and might be 
taken up or laid down at any chapter, whilst 
it was the nucleus of fiirther and more com- 
prehensive information. 

In this work, however, the treatment must 
be somewhat different; there is not the same 
field, and there is also so little known of tiie 



by Google 



GEOLOGICAL RELATIONS. 181 

natural, moral, or political history of New- 
foundland, that I must necessarily enter more 
largely upon each of these important topics. 

In the state of present information about 
Newfoundland, there are few or no coosultable 
works besides those necessarily limited notices 
of the island in the able compilations of Mar- 
tin, of M'Gregor, and of the "Edinburgh Cabi- 
net Library." " The Legd History," by Reeves, 
is out of date, and probably out of print, and 
the interest excited by it at the time of its 
appearance in 1793 is gone by; nor is it now 
a work of anything more than reference, being ' 
confined exclusively to a dry historical legal 
detail. 

Lieutenant Chappell, of the Royal Navy, 
who wrote an account of a voyage in the Ro- 
samond, in 1818, produced a small book, 
which contains much desultory observation, and 
is very amusing, but beyond that offers little 
to add to the information now sought after. 

In 1819, the Kev. Mr. Anspach gave the 
public a more voluminous work, one of the 
very best which has been written on the island ; 
and it was followed by the "British America" 
of M'Gregor, in 1822, and by Montgomery 
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MftTtm's ^ BritiBh Colcades^" in 1834, and 
otiier umikr wcarks of Tt&rflDce, down to the- 
" Edinbm^ Cabinet lAhnxy," wkidi «OBf 
tahiB tlie best and most interesting, but rery 
tiiait relstJonft of this coloaj. 

ISbat of those writenv boirever, poBsened 
the leqai^te &cilitie&, in the eoloi^ itself, f(x 
developing its resources, and some of them 
agreed in devoting it to the purposee c£ a 
mere fiahing station. 

Tbat Newfonndland posaesseft merits far be- 
jood sask a destinj, and is about to aaaoue a 
very inqwrtant poaiticu as a British cdony^ it 
is ibs object of the presoit writer to prove; 
and he hopes to interest his countrymen in its 
Trdfare, as a vast adjunet to the growing em- 
pire of Britain, in the adjacent tenitoriea. 

In modem sci^oee, nothing is advanced,^ 
with any |»x)^>eet of exciting attmtion, bat 
that which is founded on fact, " the art and 
pratique part of life^" bong now, happHy,, 
" master of the tkeorigue." In order, thwe- 
foie, more faQy to ^w the capabilities o^ 
KewfounfiaBd to sapport a nnmtxona pecula- 
tion, it will be necessary to take a review of 
the known cireamstances relating to it» geo- 



byGoo^lc 



GEOLOGICAL KELAT10N3. 



Ic^T in combinatien with these of the neigh- 
boozing proTinccs. 



Geolc^, loi^ totally negtected, having be- 
come a imshkiQable sci^ce, a militaiy wiita 
m&j presome to dabbte in it, although running 
the gaimttet of some few ultras, who may choose 
to designate him as a " piekear-np c£ pebbles." 

I oonoeiTC it very fOTtunate, however, when 
the chances (rf serrioe throw me iq)on a coun- 
try whose resources are cwnparatiTdyonknown, 
or hitherto unheeded, and more fi»tanate still, 
that the bias of my inclinations swajs me ever to 
endeavour to penetrate into t^e hidden myste- 
liea of natnre. But I ita&iea: pretend to ab- 
strrae gec^nastk knowledge, nw to f^fthing 
more l^ian harii^ advamtf^eoosly pursued in- 
quiries into the fcHioations a£ Canada ai^ tte 
GaH of St. Lawrence — I say, adrantageetuly, 
because there are few persons, hitherto, vba 
have commanded the same opportunities ; and 
having seen and studied the country from 
Labrador to Upper Huron, it affords me facili- 
ties to inquire concerning the still less known 
features of Newfoundland. 
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Hitherto, indeed, except having oheerred 
some Uttle of the coasts, I am pretty much in 
the predicament of all who have written on this 
island before me, and have not, it is true, ex- 
tensive local knowledge, — ^which it is impos- 
sible to obtain by any one, unless the locked-up 
interior of the island be op^ed under the fos- 
tering care of the British government. But, 
happily, for the first time since Cassini visited 
these shores, to make experiments upon Le 
Eoy's " Timekeepers," as they were then called, 
in 1768,* a spirit of inquiry has been abroad 
on this interesting subject, and the legislature 
of Newfoundland, so recently organized, having 
adopted it, although with inadequate means, a 
gentleman from England, now employed simi- 
larly in South Australia, was actively engaged 
in investigation during the summers of 1839 
and 1840, on various parts of these extended 
eoasts. He was not, however, enabled to 
penetrate into the vast solitudes of the interior, 
and, in fact, has been but very little beyond the 

* See an English tnoaUtion of " Cassini's Voyage to 
Newfoundland, in I76di" printed with " Chappe D' Au- 
teroche's Voyage to California to Observe the Transit 
of Venus in 1769. Svo. London, 1778," (somewhat 
scarce now.) 
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circuit of the shores, excepting a limited excur- 
sion from St. George's Bay, on the western flank 
of the island; and he was then, confessedly, 
not deeply acquainted with mineralogy. 

Differing from Mr. Juke's views, in many 
particulars, I shall now take his report to the 
legLslative bodies, with CTerything else upon 
the subject I can gather, and, condensing all 
with personal observations, avoid entering upon 
deeper disquisition, which must be reserved for 
another opportunity, in a work more exclu- 
sively devoted to the science, and which will 
embrace Canada. 

The island of Newfoundland is divided by 
Mr. Juke* into two sections, which, in the map 
accomp^iying this work, would be shewn by a 
line drawn from Cape Bay, the south-western 
angle of the island, to the head of the Bay of 
Exploits, on the north-eastern central shore. 

On the south of that line, all, he says, " from 
Dan to Beersheba," is hopeless and barren; 
whilst to the north oi it there is a land of 
promise, fiot flowing with milk and honey, 
'tiut abounding in forest and fell, in coal and 

■ Mr. Juke'* Report on Geology to the Legislature 
of Newfoundland, 1639-40. 
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iron, in Umestone and gypseoBs deposito; in 
abort, grawte udin&rtile ro^s are the nde 
prodn^icnu of the deeolatiott which. thiB writar 
attributes to flne^balf of dis q>lendid Mand, 
and Us nuBgiriDga are gnfit about hia Tisiens 
of the other. 

I Sear, or istfaer, I hope, that Mr. Joke has 
been, as most joamg aotfaora are, a little too 
hasty in thb generalizatioB, oaA that whenever 
the Brttiidi gavtaemmtaat may he indaced to 
patroaize diecorery, nwch will be fooad in the 
interior or csitral portion, as well as in the 
south-eastern half, thus somewhat hastily oon- 
demned to eTer-dariog' sterility, ■wkat^ will not 
only be fitted for ^ricohural purposes, but 
develop likewise mineral treasures and re- 
soarees; for Dany of the formations in which 
these exist ebewhere have been also seen here. 

In die United States, in Nova Seotia and 
New Bmnswick, gr»t have heesa lite pains 
taken by t^ respectiTe goTemmoits to de- 
velop t^e geol(^ of those vast t^ritories, and 
great has been the r^nlt;^ whilst in Canada 
and Kewfoundland the ramst d the earth re- 
mains unbroken, and its riches wholly un- 
known. 

Canada, It is true, has now the means of 
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bestirring hersdf, hj &e powers' and resources 
attained by the united legistative ftinetitHis; 
bat Kewfonndland mt^ slomber in obsemitT', 
■aakaa ^ia psvent state boMs out her band in 
asristoooe, and is cmvineed that it is rather 
unbecoming' to be in total ignfnraBce of the 
nature <^ an kdand which is the nearest of her 
colonies to herself, and the stepping-stone to, 
and fortress of, all the rest in transatbntie 
Britain. 

Science has derived incalcnlaUe bene^ 
from the expensive and dang^oos expeditions 
to discover a passage to the Spice Idands and 
to the tea-growing enq>ire, and to open np a 
direct e(nniinmiGati<m with India, and thereby 
enable Rnsaa to get nearer to it by the froMn 
rciginis of the Arctic circle ; yet onehalfoftte 
smnreqniredfor eren one iMp on these repeated 
experiments nprai s rente wliich can nerer be 
nsefnl, except to Bmsia, would make tbe 
oldest pvvince (^ eJl onr colonies in the whole 
wca^d asonrce of profit and of renown to Ei^- 
hnd. 

But to remme tbe inquiry. To the east 
and to the south ai Newfoundland thav are, 
no doubt, a aeries of undulating ridgee, run- 
ning N.E. and S.W., or thereabouts, in panUM 
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lines to the almost unTarying directions of the 
great iDtersecting bays. This ahevrs plainly 
that the disturbing force evidently acted in 
that manner, by a series of upheavings, push- 
ing, as it were, the one before the other, like 
great iraTes, and continuii^ all over the space 
occupied by the banks and shoals of this part 
of the Atlantic, and far into the interior of 
the adjacent continent. 

On the shores extending to Notre Dame 
Bay, the rocks are sandstone and slate, of an 
early dass, few or no fossils appearing amongst 
them, intermixed with trap rocks and with 
granites and serpentines, with mica-schist, and, 
in fact, with all the early mineral masses ; ex- 
cepting that there is a deficiency of limestone, 
and a superabundance of the igneons classes, 
as might be expected ; whilst the alluvial or 
diluvial covering is arenaceous, intermingled 
with a few boulders', and spread over with 
shallow peat bogs, of very small depth, but of 
great consistency, ^ving food to an immense 
variety of coarse mosses, natural grasses, re- 
cumbent shrubs, and low beny-bearing plants, 
wherever the secondary stunted forest has 
disappeared, or has not had soil enough to 
encourage either it or the larger primeval woods. 
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In this large section, or one-htdf of the 
island, Mr. Jokes saj'S, " neither minerals of 
value, ores, lime, nor bnilding stone, will, in 
all probability, be discovered."* He forgot 
that granite is a good serviceable article in its 
way, and that amongst the conglomerates of 
what I conceive to be the greywackes of this 
extensive district, tough but excellent blocks 
may be quarried, whilst amongst such enor- 
mous masses of sandstones as are connected 
Tfith this class of rocks, it will no doubt be 
discovered, that many may yield to the ham- 
mer and to the chisel or point, without flying 
into chips or large splinters, as those of the 
coast of St. John's have been usually found 
to do. 

Of slate there is an abundant supply, and 
whenever this rock, in its alternations with 
the sandstones and conglomerates of the grey- 
wacke, reaches the surface, its rapid disinte- 
gration, under the magic influence of the 

* He, surely, when putting Mr. Connack'a disco- 
veries on the map of the iBland, forgot that that geo- 
tleman saw and stated the positions of the metallic 
rocks in the part of the interior he passed over, as 
well as the red sandstones and serpentines, the sienites 
and greenftones. 
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aewae viater froita aad t^ws, and t^ great 
faeat «f Utt ifaort nmuans, vitk the rains <£ 
tbe Utter aatvmn and eaxlj qirug, cBoaa 
ftrtilitj. 

That tben are (a<es ii oertain; mnoh pjri- 
tkal natter is£>iuwl to the nertbcf B^maviata 
Bat, and I have an exo^ent ^mhidmi of t^ 
red oxide t£ iron from Mar Harbow Gaaoe^ 
m CoBoeptioB Bay. 

A oG^per-miae* was w«dBe4* or ratiier at- 

* Tide JounuQ of House of Assembly, Appendix. 
Mm; frahlesB attenqito bxve been made to extract the 
on wfaiiA ■ dkpiuMd in Ae rook. 

ABtpacfa mj* that Coneqitioa B«f has dwajs been 
undentood to contain mines of •evvml wartt, and that 
at Chapel Cove, at the head of that bay, there is a 
coal-mine. A lime-kiln was also erected with toler- 
khlc nteeoM, mmo jncn ago m Aat neigUieurtiood. 
He Hje tkate is u iran-arine «t Bkck 'Corc, en the 
north side of the Island of Bolle Isle, in that baj, and 
another on a high hill, called Lookout, at the back 
of the town of Harbour Grace, with two remarkable 
Miaeval springi— one near StniHen'aVanB, on the east 
of it, and the other half way from the church to River- 
head, on the road. 

Shoal Baj oopper-mine, near St. JohnV, was first 
opened in 1775, by some Cornish juinera, but has 
never paid its outlay. 

Captain Cook, the immortal oavigator, assured Dr. 
Forster that there were several fine coaUmiaei oa the 
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temfited to he moAtd, frGm tm eady period, at 
Sfao^ Bay, nevr Pettej Barbour, aiovt twelve 
dSoi Ji-CM St. John's; and a neitieBl nnn is 
diis c^tal, who w«s a soi^eon in tin n>;r*^ 
SKTj, and IB now pmident of 1^ Katives*^ 
Sod^, and tttl»B mnGh iirterest in ihs de- 

iriaad, sad ifaA is ritnttioss vkere fte c(nl1 KigM be 
nuMt athrmaUgeaiuly ciiijiped «y tlie r— li 

The Catalina stone found between Cape Bonsntta 
and Trinity Harbour b a »oIid yellow iron pyrites 
KoA ma tiie 8re stone of Che lied Indians, emittiDg 
^ i ilAs wiMB Jtmek or nbbed, lite iint. Tliere is 
jdenty of it «1«m t» St. Jefan'a, Mar Middle Cove, 
at a predpice on the shorc^ cnlied the Silver Mine. 
Frobisber and Gilbert were both deceived by this 
goM Bsd silver. The former viuted Triiuty Bay as 
euiy as IfiTfi, and the strdt be bAs tbont is that 
bay whichj on the tbne ^uuta of Ortdin, in the 
Theatro del Orbe de la Tierra, dated 1587, is so rq>re- 
sented. Sir Humphrey Gilbert, seven years after* 
wards, notwfthstandiog his having " an expert Saxon 
ninw" -witb him, was imhioed to load his msel with 
tiie flattNiBg OK. Cataliaa olifis, like tbose at Ckar- 
mouth, in Devonslurei often take fire, owing to the 
decomposition of the pyrites, and probably contain 
alum shale ; but they have not been investigated by 
•By penoa capable of dcMrilMitg them. 

Good marble, of a pure white, bas bd^ been 
brought in specimens from Canada Bay to tbe north- 
ward. 
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velopment of the resources of this cotmtiy, has 
informed me that even on the desolate coast 
above mentioned, at a spot not twenty miles 
from the city, between Fouch Cove and Flat- 
rock, in Torbay, are two considerable ponds, 
or little lakes, as they would be called in 
Canada, irom the highest of which, in point 
of level, a little dribbling rivnlet discharges its 
waters into the lower one, and over which the 
wild path from Torbay to Cape St. Francis 
leads; and that the rocks in the neighbonr- 
hood of this rivulet and the lakes are coated 
with sulphate of copper, indicating a deposit 
of that metal, which also scums the waters. 

This gentleman, Dr. Edward Kidley, dis- 
covered also, in 1830, at Log Bay, a small 
and very romantic fishing station, about four 
miles from St. John's, a very powerfiil chaly- 
beate spring; and, finding the water very 
efficacious in particular cases, having been, in 
short, the meims of restoring a very debilitated 
patient, whose vital powers were rapidly sink- 
ing, to perfect health, he sent a bottle of it to 
Dr. Herepath, of Bristol, to be andyzed. The 
opinion of this chemist I have judged it proper 
to annex, as such a discovery is highly im- 
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portant in the immediate Ticinitj of this 
rising city.* 

• Sampk of chalybeate water Jrom Newfoundland : — 
Specific gravity at 62° Fahrenheit... 1,000016 
Solid c<mtent» in an imperial pint of 8750 ffrains; — 

1. Chloride of calcium '0419 

2. Chloride of magnesium -0400 

3. Chloride of sodium (common salt) ... -3984 

4. Sulphate of magneaia -0400 

5. Sulphate of soda -0713 

6. Carbonate of magneaia -0334 

7. Silica 1167 

8. Vegetable estractires '1717 

9. Bi-carboDBte of iron -0450 

Decimals of a grain -9584 

It will be seen that the total solid contents of an 
imperial pint of this water do not weigh oue grain : tbir 
is less than I ever met with in any Water. They are alb 
common to spring water, except the first, eighth, and 
ninth ; the latter it is which will give a character to the 
spring. It is chalybeate to rather a greater extent than 
the water of the King's Bath, at Bath, England ; the^ 
King's Bath is the principal spring of the Bath waters. 
The Newfoundland spring contains ^Jg^ of a grain of 
this bi- carbonate in apint, the Bath spring, ,^Jfg^; and 
the chloride of calcium (or muriate of lime when in 
the water) will contribute to the tonic effect of the 
iron, while the sulphates of soda and magnesia, although 
not in sufficient quantity to produce aperient effects, 
may prove enough to prevent the action which chaly- 
beates have on some constitutions. Upon the wholes 
YOL. I. 
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But, aa win readily be conc^red fnmi ike 
geological map which is appended to t^ 
workt and which was first cmatnuded more 
than a year ago, from the obsenratians and 
evidences of travellers, and from the report to 
the House of Assembly already maiti«Md, the 
formatwns of the AtUutk oeast ^ Newibnod- 
land are certainly, at present, not very pro- 
mising, thon^ intensely interesting to the 
speculative geologist. 

It is to the space within the belt (nastioned 
by his Exodl^y Sir J<^ Hamy, in his 
speech to tJie Agricultnral Society) which 
girds that coast ior some few miles; it is to 
the vast and equally unexplored interior; it is 
to the western coast, partieulcrly tli^ o( the 
St. Lawrence; Hurt we nnst ddedy hope to 

I should Mj that the vater might be aaed with advan- 
tage as a general bracer, if arrangements could be 
made for the accommodation of invalids near tb« 
spring ; for it must be remembered, that where iron ■■ 
■UBtained in water by carbonic acid, as in. this case, 
there is always a tendency for it to tall down as io- 
soluble carbonate of iron, leaving the wtUer without 
its chalybeate properties. 

WiLLUH HsBAPiTH. 

Mansion House, Old Park, Bristol, . . 

September 9tfa, 1S36. 
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drav the aitrntioa of the political, geologic^ 
or general reader; — and here we fiod, on the 
one hand, that irilJun tiial mysterioos colossal 
wall which bounds the eastern and soathera 
afaores of Newfoniklland, there are vast forests, 
not, it b tme, composed of such ^lendid tim- 
ber aa in Canada, bat ^11 very fine; and also 
Taat re^ons ad^tted to cultivation. 

On the wtttem ude of the' isleod, — ag might 
have beai prcfphesied bj any, even tiie most 
casual, obsmcer of the formations of Cape Bre- 
ton and tbe adjacent cenutries, of Cook's sur- 
vey of that coast, or of the confonnaJion of the 
shoreA, — exists the secret which is not yet 
fiiUy unveiled. Here, amidst profound solir 
tudea fttyl vast prairies, forests, and innume- 
rable large laLes, we find iJu grand mystery 
almost brought to light; of the contuiuation of 
t^e coal formation of Nova Scotia and Cape 
Breton, the great coal basin of the St. Law- 
rence, probably the Ingest ia the world, reach- 
ing £r<Hn the Gaap^ territory, on the one hand, 
and covering a vast portion of Newfianndland^ 
on the other. 

Bat before we follow Mr. Jukes in his ob- 
servations, without attending to his generali- 
zations, we will take a stride along the island 
o2 
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coast, and dong hia very short route into the 
interior, hy an Indian path only, and continue 
our review so as to embrace Cape Say and the 
Bay of Islands. 

Former visitors on this part of the coast, 
beginning with the French navigators and 
with Cook, asserted, as Mr. Jukes has proved, 
that coal, gypsum, iron, limestone, marble, the 
ireestones for building, and, above all, good 
laud and good timber, are stored or exhibited 
largely here; and the fish are abundant. 

After passing Cape Say, the gulf shore of 
Newfoundland exhibits ranges of mountains, 
running in the usual direction in this region, 
N.E. and S,W., or with little variation from 
those points, shewing that the same causes of 
disturbance in their formations exist every- 
where in the island. 

These ranges proceed very far up the western 
coast, and with occasional lofty ofi^oots which 
reach the sea, are usually so distant from it as 
to leave a belt of comparatively level country, 
of considerable width, through which the small 
river-drainage takes effect. 

Beyond these ranges, to the eastward and 
northward, the country is covered with rivers 
and lakes of great extent, and is of course well 
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drained by tliem, in a vast area reaching al- 
most to the Atlantic cli& on the east; and- 
there is, therefore, water commanication, with 
few interruptions, hoth from St. George's Bay 
and the Bay of Islands, to the northward and 
eastward, through St. George's Eiver, the 
Great Hmnber River, the Grand Pond, the 
Red Indian Pond, and other series of extensive 
lakes (rivers being called brooks, in Newfound- 
land, and lakes, ponds,) to the Bay of Ndtre 
Dame, on the eastern shore,. and that of Ex- 
ploits and White Bay far northward. 

It is within the space thus drained by lakes, 
rivers, and streams innumerable, that the great 
coal basin of Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, and 
Cape Breton, terminates eastward, covering a 
country of immense extent, abounding with 
everything requisite for settlement, and pos- 
sessing a climate far less humid and severe 
than that of the Atlantic shores of this cele- 
brated but neglected island. 

Again, on the littoral, backed by the chain 
of coast mountains, extending ftx>m Cape Ray 
to St. Creorge's Bay, over an average breadth 
of twenty miles of a comparatively level belt 
of land, the coal strata crop out ; and here and 
l^ere gypsum and limestone, those valaable 
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articles to the ftnoer, alaost totaUj vftnting 
near Ae eapitil, any be oVtained in any 
quantity ; vhibt, fiirtber hotHl, ab<«t Foit-aa- 
Fort and As Humber river, marUe of ex- 
«eDent qjaiBabf exists afanndanlly;* and there 
mn appeuruMses of the edges cf tiie co^-basin, 
eren in the B^ ef Islands, pnaniaing a rich 
ilepoat. 

To eiKfw that the coal is similatij dtuated 
with that on 1^ of^xtaite ude of the gnlf, is 
OapeBretM and Nora Scotia, we find the ro&te 
associated with it, and on wMch it i^^oeefl, 
exactly the same, whilst t^e gnality of the coal, 
m ike spedmens I have seen of it, a^>^rs to 
lie perfectly ^&e in alL 

As is ike case in the STora Scotia and Oape 
Breton ooal-fi^ds, the geoioffBt meete with all 
tiie recks, Irom sandstone downwards,^ is the 
tran»tion and prinutiTe classes, with tiuMe «f 
Bvideat igneoa* origin; so, on Ae western 
eoast of Newfoundland, whoe the coal-fields lie 
» the sam^ axis er line, proceeding from S.W. 
to K. E., we &id the same roc^ and the same 

* This beautiful white marble of the primitive class 
again comes out on the opposite or Atlantic coast, io 
Csmnla Bay, where coal, slso, H is sat4, baa berai 
ktelf observed. 
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^jpeuraaces, the same gypfloms in expiti abiiB!- 
daooe t& in €ape firetos;, -&£ bkueei lainy 
spdotgs, lUBud t^ BtxoB is£oatim nf'Aft ores <£ 
inm ; and all this pititacted from ike farj of 
the ifiu^ snr^ng force of 1^ AtlaE^c, <hl tiie 
BButbaadeaatj^s bulirark of the greaitran- 
BtioB sod Bsdf rocka, anBODgBt which it is 
fuetpssBtij drffinalt to de&te th^ limits, of to 
jiii[^ap gq i in li ^en from these wMc^ hi^e bnoi 
ftssed lEp amongHt l^em by fiahterranenu 
action. Indeed, so exactly do t^se rangoB 
ceaaiible«BcliotiMr in their flntward oharacter- 
Mctity , tjiat it tne not imtil afiier mssof ysuB ef 
itttdy in Canada, tbat oomday of tr^ifKise 
raid ignaDDs roc^ I was at all led to b&- 
heve ^oA mcott of the granitic tsmpounds 
are of igaeoxu <ari^ ; aaA throu^ the vast 
extent <£ ooutdry from the eastern diores ai 
KewfoimdlaDd to Lake Su|ieriar, it may be 
-very qrastiittaUe vheth^ Ihece erasts, in 
BOffi, Miy tms {sria^Te and nitquestaoned 
gianhe, tB"«^etha' the modem B(^Aine of traD' 
Ktion and iBcendary gruutes Htay sot at onoe 
he overturned by yielding to the Bppaxmt 
facts in that immense region, where, although 
shells have certainly been seen in the granitic 
ro<^ yet ^iey were evidently placed there by 
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the result of fosioo, and the masses they are 
found in at Kingston are as evidently not of 
the primftTal or ancient granitic compounds.^ 

It is now well known that many of the 
granites (so called) are of a later age than their 
venerable jnimseval equivalents, and, as far aa 
I have seen tiie coast of Newfoundland, I am 
inclined to think that the early rocks are of 
that class which shews itself so distinctiy 
amongst the thousand islands of the St. Law- 
rence and at Kingston. 

Bounded, howeTer, by these impenetrable 
barriers, over which tempest and deluge, hur- 
ricane, eartiiquake, and fusion, appear to have 
united tlieir terrific agencies in the first ages; 
and to have swept ev^thing else away, in 
hollowing out the great channds of the Bays 
of Conception, Trinity, Bonayista,Notre-I>ame^ 
and White Bay, the immense coal-field of New- 
fonndland has been left protected and ready 
for the huid of man whenever drcumstances 
may call, which they very soon smst do, for 
the colonization of the western coast and its 
interior. . 

* I have collected a serJcB of TactB on this subject, 
which would have been added to the A[)pendix, but it 
is too bulky, and will be better in a separate shape. 
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Mr. Jukes represents the littoral chain of 
monntains on this western coast as rising in some 
points to a considerahle altitude, and as forming 
a sort of ridge composed of gneiss, mica slate, 
chlorite slate, quartz rock, and granite, upon 
whose vast sides repose the superior stratified 
formations, dipping higher or more evenly, as 
the disturbing causes from below have acted 
upon them. 

Part of the great Newfoundland coal-basin, 
as we have already observed, is situated on' 
the belt south of St. George's Bay, between 
those mouQt^s and the Golf of St. Lawrence, 
and the beds of the carboniferous rocks here 
preserve a general uniform parallelism with 
the usual trending or direction of the coast, or. 
N. E. and S. W.; but at Cape Anguille they 
are broken and disturbed, and thence, south- 
ward, alter their direction to N. and N. W. to 
the great Codroy River. The sea-shore is here, 
from Cape Kay to Cape Anguille, steep and 
dangerously stormy at times, and there are no 
good harbours till the Bay of St. George. is 
reached; so that until this iron-bound shore is 
better known, it would be fruitless labour to 
explore the coal which exists up the Codroy- 
Kiver, and in this region commerce must 
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iiiiili>TJj ooafine itadf ibr tke prcHtnt to the 
g yf rn w o k , irMi -miask it aJxnmis, or to thend 
nnd'ftaBfis, adatpted fin: Imildiag; £ar tia hmae 
btdflof lleeaal fimnsdon 1>rang weU «^iAitediB 
CotbtoyfiiTer, we HiajxeMOiublf tatftct a goed 
nqq^ ctf hniMBig naftenik t^unce, particu- 
larly as we knoir tbat &H flagfitaBea ^wre 
teen met with, <if idiioh, vitii aqmreaUe 
sandstones, the eastern part of the isiUmd near 
the e^t^ is, to «li present appMeanoe, dati- 
tate. 

In tbe untie «f the south side «f St. 
QeoT^B Bs7, near CnWs Bitet, tiie Inwr 
portioii of the carbeaiferoBS rocks cons al^g 
tbe eosBt, and conasts &txi flf &ltetiialaM£ of 
wdwarl ^id laiidrtQDce, t^ beds va^j dqn 
pmg to 1^ N. W. at 4&°. Birt three miles 
kdaad, a ztd^ has nfifaflaTed fltese heds, aotd 
tibej dip (m its hiMr £k» in the t^jpoufe t^eoo- 
tiwi. lir. Jakes unagines, tlut owing to this 
ciflcnawtawce at least ax miles ef oouitrj in 
vidth &m the ooaat nmat be passed, befwe it 
ii Uh^ tliat the higher beds,iQ«hidh4lieiMMd 
k d^tontad, will be nadied. Be pok^ratted 
Hdb be& of land in TarioosvayB, bytherivEis, 
bat the means and time at his di^wsal were 
^0&. inaddqiiste fsr Ico^ land jenriM^s, a^ he 
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finmd, Bi ei^t mikB &om tiie Gulf ^ore, a 

bed of cmI, Already kne«fm t« the Micmac 
IhcUanB, of l^tee feet in thidmeBB, moi. ef €x-- 
oeikait qoalilf; and ias guides, ^o were «f 
&e laioe tribe, explained t^ist vp the Codroy 
Itiver, in a similar parallel, -the beds were 
equally vahu^e, and that hnne was also plen- 
tyfiii in Bercral of the a^aoent liHs. 

From Toy iair data Mr. Jokes odcolstes 
the exteat of this small portkm of the coal- 
hasia of Newfoundland at about trreDty-fire 
IB^ wide by £ea in teng&. 

The north side of ihe great Bay of St. 
Geca^e, between Oe^k St. George and In^an 
Head, is betiier Imown, as there are both idote 
■nd Indian setflera. It xi ocai^iosed ef ma^- 
nwan lint^toiite, di|^nng at a bbuU ang^e to 
t^ NJff.V., asd peming under the shides and 
taadstoiMB of Port-ioi-Fort. 

At the mooih of St George's Kiver, n^iich 
is heavily barred, Mr. Jukes (AesweA a most 
j^^olar epecnnen of trap-roi^, ^mn^rased rf 
hyperstene, with small fragments of Labrador 
feldspar in some places, and of basalt and horn- 
blende crystals in others. 

Mr. Jskes croesed from SL GecB'ge's Har- 
bour to the Grand Pond, uid is the first person 
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oapable <^ giving any opinion on the forma-^ 
tions who _ has visited that singular region; 
but here again his time and means failed him, 
and be was obliged to hurry through the best, 
and indeed the only part of his mission which 
promises to be of great interest hereafter; 
The country was so covered by diluvial dibris 
and by woods, that he did not ascertain its 
structure, having neither opportunity nor aa- 
Mstance to deviate from the Indian path to 
the Lake.* 

The Grand Fond, or Lake, was at first 
bounded by gneiss and mica-slate. The island, 
twenty-five miles long, which cuts it, at its 
western end, into two parallel slips, was com- 
posed, at tiie extremity next the St. Lawrence^ 
of chlorite slates; but its central portion, and 
the main land on each side, was of granite,' 
or, as I rather suppose, from the description 
given, of igneous granitic masses, of a sienitic 
character. Its northern end was a con- 
glomerate, but of what kind or age we are not 
informed. 

* If he bad carried the agricultural probe, invented 
by Captain Baddelev, R.E., with him, he might have 
lucertained the nature of the aubsoil, however thickly 
it might have been covered by leaves or d4brit. 
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This highly-interesting lake, which, ere 
long, Trill be surrounded by a busy race, is 
sixty miles long. For want of a proper birch 
canoe, or some other equally light and safe 
conveyance, such as those used in the gorem- 
ment explorations in Canada; for want of 
tents and bearers; for want of provisions; in 
short, for want of proper government support, 
this geologist, who was merely paid a small 
annual salary, was unable to explore it, and ap- 
pears to have had his exertions paralyzed at 
the very point where his labours would have 
commenced with intense interest. 

He saw, it is true, inmiediately oi^>osite the 
eastern end of the island,— ^which is no less than 
twenty-five miles long, as we have already 
said, and is evidently a mere ridge of the up- 
heaved rocks, lying in the usual parallelism, — 
that the main shores were composed of beds of 
very white rocks, and that huge cliflfe, of a 
bright red colour, were apparently lime and 
sandstones ; but his boat was of too fragile a 
construction, and too small for him to venture 
to approach their bases, owing to the strong 
winds prevailing at the time, and to the height 
of the waves. 

Mr. Jukes was also unaccompanied by any 
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person owd to aatronomieal obMrratioiiA; so 
that tile bearinga of the late md eoootry^ ^ 
Uititades md longitadss, ranun lOinoCed. 

If Mr. Jokes had had tiie outfit luoalfy 
prodded hy gonnuaait, in Canada^ to dw 
•fl&osH of gigineera, and poasiiB of the sa^ 
■veym-geaxN]L& departmest, who ara liieie msHt 
jaJ^emtalj employed verj frsqnaidy in ezpla- 
ration for new aettiemartB cs for geographical 
parposes^tlie winds asd wares w8nIdn<MhaTedfr 
terredfaim, as an eneanqunent for nights would 
hne heea a moe noting, sod the Csnodiu 
canoes live on tlie swdlof du luj^tj Hnnnif* 
whilst the BBemaca who mhafait St. George's 
Bay, ani otiier puis (£ iSxc coaetj moat be 
ciqfa);^ <tf managing a eaooe eqnal^well iriA 
tieir Canadiwi bi^diren, paaomg, as they do, 
their whole exitfoioe m hmiting and fiahing. 

A journey adross the oeuntry &imi St. 
George's to Placentia Bay, woold be conup 
dered aa a trifle by pssons accratomed to 
Ca n adian bosh-nuiging. It is not more tiiaa 

* I hava been in a three-btbom coaoep or one 
eighteen feet long, with the Indians, on Lake nuron, - 
which rode over wares of a dimension Eeldom seen, 
unless in storms on the ocean, with perfect sectirity ; 
feat tfaef require nioe buuib game tit. 
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one hnndred and fifty or two hiubdred miles 
in distance, ivith all the difficulties, and should 
eertaiidj be imdertaken, as will hereafter be 
recoiQBieiided. 

A lifetk to t^ eastward c£ 1Mb part of the 
lake, Mr; Jnikes found t^ cli& pieciael; the 
same as tluiae of Ute carixwi&ioas xooka on the 
aanA. side of 9t.6«oi^'8 Ba,j, akeady deacribed^ 
aaii. t^t this fbrmation oonstitated! all the eliffi 
of all the shores of that part of this eztenBi-ve 
lake, east of its isdAnd. The geufiral dip 
waa east^ly, and slight; and in the north-east 
angle of the lake v&x faimd Tarieus pieces c^ 
coal^ and a good secticHi wae viewed, in which 
ame of the csrbooi&ro^ matter resembled 
1^ valuable' cuinel eoal of Britain. 

In Ite liTer, or bro«&, as the rivers are styled 
in this eonntry, above the lakB, laige Itunps of 
esceHffltt coal weze seen, and thare waa every 
iadicaldan q£ Unak. beds of this mineral, but 
the country was so deaieely covered with forest, 
and the oppartimities and means so bad, that 
nothing lilEe a Mr examination of it ceuld be 
obtained. The Indians, howeva-, know of a 
bed of coal three feet thick <m this river. 

Here,- thai, the grand discovery was made, 
pfB*tly irom actual oha^ration and partly 
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from the experience of the hunters, that the 
coal-field of Kewfoimdland extends to the im- 
mense levels N.E. of the Great Lake ; that 
the carboniferous beds then become more hori- 
zontal and regular; and that no doubt can 
exist that an inexhaustible supply within 
reach of water communication is deposited be- 
tween and around the Grand Fond, St. George's 
Bay, and the White Bay, and Bay of Exploits, 
whilst indications of its vicinity to Bonavista 
Bay have for many years been observed. 

Leaving the attempt to explore this r^on, 
thus feebly made, for the present, let us re- 
turn to the Bay of St. George. Northward 
from it to the Bay of Islands the coast is well 
known, and exhibits the refractory shales and 
sandstones of the east coast of Newfoundland, 
intermingled with the igneous rocks, whilst at 
one place the red sandstone of the St. George's 
coal-field has been casuidly noticed; and even 
from the early days of the French and of 
Captain Cook, this coast has been imagined to 
be stored with that valuable mineral. 

At the mouth of the Humber River, vast 
precipices of the finest white marble of the 
primitive class are discovered, and in situa- 
tions, too, where they afford facilities for 
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quarries of any mt^tucte, within a oo&vement 
distance for shipnent to vessels lying in tlie 
Homber Sound. 

The Humber River, leading to Deer Fond, 
or Lake, is crossed, near its mouth, by s 
ridge of the early rocks, and the lower end c^ 
Deer Fond is bdtedby hills ofgnuss and mica 
slate. 

At the middle of the Deer Lake, the hills of 
the early rocks are less in altitude, and here 
again begins, towards the upper end, the more 
level country, and the carboniferous series of 
the Newfoundland coal formation. 

Wherever this formation commences, the 
travellers and hunters have observed that the 
country possesses, as might be expected, every 
fadlity for agricultural purposes, and that 
wherever its vast forests admit of openings, 
either from natural or accidental causes, there 
springs up a luxuriant covering of grass. 

The settlers on the shores of St. George's 
Bay and the Bay of Islands — for there are 
many, in spite of all the treaties between 
England and France, who live on the produce 
of their farms, etc., and those in the coal-fields 
all round the Grand Fond and throughout this 
imm^ise section (^ country, — all agree that the 

VOL. 1. f 
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timber here become* la^er and taum Tftried 
tliAo in asj ot^ part of tlifl idand.* 

The Bay of Islands has long been kn«wn asa 
fertOe resooice for the sfaiptniildK, and it is also 
known that the whok coast northward, to 1^ 
beantifol doaUe bay of XngomadiMx, is equally 
capaUe of eaj^lying timber for tins parpoee. 
Ur. Jokes saw the fir, pine, ash, beech, birch, 
and joniper.f in the interior; and erery portion 

* Boaeh«tt«, vol. ii>: H'Giegw, vaL L; "Edin- 
bvrgli Ckbinet Library," vol. ii. ; and verbal commu- 
nications. 

■{■ We mnit not confound Ae juniper of Neirfoond- 
land with the ^leciee common fn Kent, and other 
parts of England) iriiieh ii a lor, hnmble ahnibt eom- 
moQ enough here alsoiaod from whose berries gin 
derire* its flavour j the shipbuilder's juniper of New- 
foundland is a true larch. The American tree-juniper 
is the redcedar,or juniperss'Virgintana, anerei^roen, 
which pradaees a very durable timber, bat seldom 
grows large ; it is scarcely known In England, as a 
heavy duty by weight is laid on its importation. In 
Upper Canada it flourishes, but has been almost anni- 
hilated by the Aroericaas, who seek It eagerly, fitmi 
it* durable qaalitieB. A foot in diameter ia reckoned 
very la^ if the log is twenty feet long ; leaves in 
threes, adnate, spreading. It is frequently used as 
fuel, but is said, though perhaps erroneously, to cause 
abortion, from the pungent odour of the smoke, which 
is very powerfully periiuned. The commoa jiiniper 
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of ate soontry, about the Huiaber, whicli he 
visited vras densely covered with fine woods. 

Dr. Chasten, in Ms voyage to Newfound- 
land, visited St. George's Bay, and describes 
the St. George's, or Main River, as a Inroad and 
toleraMy deep stream, with a heavy sand-bar 
across its month, over which the sea breaks in 
a tremendoas manner. *' Its banks are com- 
posed of loose earth, covered with various 
lichens, and Bunnoant«d with noble forests of 
black and white spruce, larch, fir, and birch 
trees." The river abounds with salmon and 
trout, and Ihe surgeon of the ship he sailed 
in says that Ihs country is so healthy, " I do 
not remember observing any acute or even 
chronic diseases amongst them." 

The little colony of whites and Micmac In- 
dians has now become so numerous that it has 
attracted attention, and in the visit of the 
Cleopatra frigate, commanded by Captain 
WyvHI, R.!?., last year, was found to be des- 

u of two ki&dfr— one a shrub, two fe«t high ; the other, 
about riz inoh«s : the first, juoipenu commuiiis, 
depressa, the gin juniper ; the other, juniperua sabina, 
or sarine, which grows in the clefts of rocka all over 
Newfonndland and Labrador, and yields a strong, 
wholesome, hard berry, used in making spruce beer. 
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titate, not only of religioiu but of mental 
instroction, which is about to be affiled. 

From all the information I can obtain re- 
specting the coast abont St. George's Bay and 
np the Bay of Islands, as well as the interior, 
which is chiefly known to the Indians and fur 
seekers, there can be no doubt that that por- 
tion of Newfoundland is well adapted to sup- 
port a large population, and to be equally 
capable of cultivation with the adjacent pcirts 
of Cape Breton and Nova Scotia, or even 
more so; whilst it enjoys a milder dimate, and 
the immense advantage of several water routes 
of communication with the Atlantic shores of 
the island, and with the great indenting bays 
of the north and east. 

For very many years the Micmac Indians, 
with their accustomed sagacity, in migrating 
from the neighbouring continent, have donu- 
ciled themselves, or rather placed their head- 
quarters, on the western coast of Newfound- 
land, or on the south-west shore, where they 
are snre of support, either from the soil or from 
the sea, and where by rivers and lakes they 
can easily penetrate to the interior hunting 
grounds. They are seldom or never, I beheve, 
observed on the eastern shores, where their 
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hunting would prove. more precarious, where 
the white maa chiefly dwells, and where the 
winter is extremely boisterous, tmcertain, and 
severe. 

' All the persons who hare visited the west 
coast bear testimony to the comparative com- 
fort in which- the settlers, who remain on the 
Erench fishing shore, exist. The aspect of 
their houses puts the traveller in mind of 
those of the small fanners in England; and 
yet .these simple, industrious, and isolated 
people are denizens only by French sufferance, 
instead of being able to claim the birthright of 
British subjects on a British island. 

Enough has, I ^trust, been said, without 
going into dry, geologic detail, to prove that 
Newfoundland is capable of sustaining a large 
population on its western side, and that that 
side is vastly superior to the eastern,— which is 
not, however, the barren desert it has been re- 
presented to be, as will hereafter be ^ewn ; 
and that, if both were settled as th^ 
ought to be, a mutual trade in the necessaries 
of life would result; whilst protection to the 
fisheries, the command of the Golf of St. 
Lawrence, and absolute control of the coal 
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fidds of Nora Seoti*, C^ie BretoDf and New* 
fiHmdknd, would be acMered. 

An enterpruiiig gentleman, <^ tiut name ai 
Cormack, penetrated, at a short distance p»- 
ralld to tbe coast, into Newfoundland in two 
directions, on the north-east shore, in October^ 
1837. He entered the cnontrj by the ntHTth-west 
ann of the Birer of Exploits, and crossed, ly 
a north-westerlj direction, throngh an " almost 
uninteiTQpted forest" for eight days, to HaU's 
Bay; and thence westward, for five days, to 
the moontiuns south of White Bay, and in 
sight of those which tower over the Bay of 
Islands, on the east coast oS Newfoundland. 

Here the ooontry began to expand into 'nst 
levels for thirty miles ; uid the travdler, by 
the middle of November, thoo^t it time, after 
taking a most extensive bird's-eye view from 
the lofty range, to descend to ttese marshy 
levels, and dming a most laborioos transit 
throogh them d ten days, discorcred the 
mystic lake of the Bed Indian, andretmved 1^ 
the Biver of Exploits to the Atlantic, the whole 
jonmvr occupying thirty days, and extending 
over two hundred and twenty miles. 

He made no important geological disco- 
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Twies, being but rerj litUe acquainted with 
^t science; and as he had to suhsist npon 
fftae, and his object vas to see the Bed In- 
dians, in which he failed, there is little to in- 
terest ihs reader as to the subject of this 
section of his travels, until we come to treat ei 
the aborigines. 

Mr. Cormack obserred, however, an enor* 
mous block of Labrador fddspiu', nearly four 
feet and a half in length by three in breadth 
and thickness. 

Bat this gentleman's most extouive joor- 
ney was made in 1822, when he actually 
cros^ irom Trinity Bay to near St. George's 
Bay, by keeping a nearly parallel line to the 
south coast, at a. con^derahle disbmce from it, 
so as to avoid the frequent crossing of streame. 

This was a most perilous undertaking for a 
person unsupported by goTemmettt, and a^ 
tended only by two Micmac Indians — one not 
even met with untal he reached the midcUe of 
his jornney — and provided only with his gun 
and a pocket compass. He went from Random 
Isbuid, (not a bad name for his starting point,) 
in Trinity Bay, at a place calkd Smith's Soan<^ 
early in the month of September, so as to 
avoid the plague of fliie and mosquitoes as much 
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as possiUe, which is as intolerable in New- 
foundland as in Canada, in hot weather. He 
then boldly launched upon his self-adopted 
journey. 

The Indians and the traveller were oAen pot 
to great straits for want of sufficient game, as 
they depended entirely for existence upon 
finding it; and they did not reach the west 
coast until late in November, and then nearly 
witiiont clothing, which had been destroyed iu 
penetrating the woods. 

Mr. Connack found, as the map exhibits, 
the belt along the coast broken up into moun- 
tain ridges, marshes, lakes, and innumerable 
rivers, brooks, and ponds, with a stunted 
forest, which seems the general character of all 
the east and south shores. 

Although this enterprising traveller was uo 
geologist, he ascertained that granite — for by 
that term, no doubt, he meant all the com- 
pounds resembling granite — prevails every- 
where; and tltat the exceptions that presented 
themselves were, porphyry, quartz, gneiss, 
si^te, basalts, mica slate, clay slate, and 
secondary sandstone.* He met with many 

* He Mw porphyr;, floe sandstoDe, friabU red 
■udttone, alum ihale, rolled agates, aieDite, vhite 



by Google 



GEOLOGICAL SELATI0N8. 217 

indications of ^ iron, found coal, and crossed 
seTeral ridges of beautifdl serpentine about the 
centre of the line of his travels, near the lake 
he called Jameson's Lake, and at Jameson's 
Mountains, and also at Serpentine Lake. 

Mr. Connack describes the eastern half very 
differently from Mr. Jukes, vho, without see- 
ing it beyond the mere precipices of the coast, 
says, it is hopelessly barren. Mr. Cormack 
observed, that that half was a low, picturesque 
country, in its general aspect, traversed by 
hills and lakes, and the whole diversified with 
forest of an humble growth. The country to- 
wards the west coast he found more rugged 
and mountainous, with less forest, until within 
a few miles of the shores of the Gulf of St. 
Lawrence. He imagined that the mountains 
were not in ridges, and that each seemed to be 
isolated, and to have its own particular base. 
This illusion might easily deceive an inexperi- 
enced person, as he was, though actually crossing 
the ridges in succession. Those who have visited 

quarts rock, beautiful Hrpeotine, and mouDtains of it 
■nd of felipar, and iroD id abuodaace, with indicationi 
of coal near Stewarfa Lake, to the north-east of the 
Serpentine Mountoina, and about eighty milea to the- 
north of the Bay of Despair. 
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Uw au^vlw district called the Start Hills, in 
Western C«iiad&, tiH eaaij eomiffelteiid Gm 
ilhui<m ; for there each partienkr hill is like 
a great monntam ivare soddenljr B(didi6ed, 
and, in orossiiig tbam, the soecesrion prodaeei 
JBst t^ earae efieot as the parallel ridges had 
on Mr. Connac^ 

Then were lai^ tracts of dullow bog, 
prodndng a short, wiry grass, ^ong the routes 
and the traTeDer conjectnred that these, as 
in Irdand, had enoe been wdl wooded, as be 
disooTered tnmks and roots of lanch larger 
trees under the snx&oe, than any now gnnr- 
ing in tte e:q>lored parts of Newfoondland. 

Spruce, birdi, aiid larch* cranposed tiw 
woods. Pine was seldnD met witii, and where 



* It is to be borne ia miid that ^e larch (jxam 
pendnla), tanaiaek, or bhtok larcb (pinoa microcarpa), 
red tanianck (larix Americana of Michanz), do not 
thrive OD aoandatonebed. As soon as tbe roots pierce 
to tbe tandatone, the tree becomes crooked and atanted. 
The North American larch ia deaduons-leaTed, coBca 
roundish) few flowered, scales reflected, bracts ellip- 
tical, and ia wed in ahipbuildii^ for knees ; its timber 
for masts or spars is inferior to the white or bla^ 
i|iruce, being heavier, bat it is straight-grained and 
strong I it bums r^iidly, and is therefore in requeat 
for steamboats using wood fael< 
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seen, was BmaJl; nor was the motmtain ash so 
frequent as in other parts <£ the island. 

The shrubs and procumbent plants bearing 
eatable berries, such as the whortle berry, 
pigeon, uid blue berry, covered the higher 
unibrested lands; and the Indian tea, called 
wisfaa-capuooa, was lai^y associated with it. 

This traTeller considers the best soil on the 
south coast to be that which covers the banks 
of the rivers, and at the ends of the innumer- 
able bays and harbours formed by the Atlan- 
tic; and he, at a time, too, when it was nearly 
high treason in Newfoundland to make such 
an assertion, says, that both the soil and cli- 
mate of the country explored by him were 
" well adapted for graring, and the cultivation 
of potatoes and green crops ;" but not, as he 
thinks, for raising grain. 

Eight miles up the great Barrisois, (a cor- 
ruption of Barachois, a boat-river, in the French 
Newfoundland dialect) near St. George's Bay, 
Mr. Cormack discova-ed excellent c<ml, some 
salt springs, and a sulphurous spring. He 
found also red ochre and gypsum* to be abun- 
dant in that region. 

* Gypsum, it is said, abouods on the Bay of Ball's 
shore, near St. John's. 
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At this is a chapter on natural kiitory^ 
and not ext^tuiv^y geological, we may here 
observe, that Bfr. Cormack star rast herds of 
Carriboo deer,* which in winter lire in the 
forests of the interior, and in sonuner browse 
on the pltuns and barren grounds, as aM large 
tracts of nnwooded country are called in New- 
foundland ; the *' Barrens" being ererTwhere 
amongst the British settlers a recognised term, 
not denoting sterility, but merely the absence 
of wood. 

Beavers have become scarce, but foxes are 
still numerous along the rivers and sea coast, 
which indicates the plenty of game. The 
Hicmacs of the south coast live chiefly on 
venison and fish, and go up, according to Mr. 
Cormack, from East Bay River on the south 



* I believe the deer of Newfottnclland to be unde- 
scribed rarieties of the American species ; but I have 
•een as yet odI;^ one young fawn. 

There are two known kinds, the cervus elaphas, oF' 
red deer, (very lar^ and excellent venisoD,) and the 
cervus ^rginioDus, or fallow deer, which feed on moss 
iu winter. The former in this island is the one I 
saw : it looks like the elk more than the red deer, ia 
its heavy head and long legs, but it was too young to 
judge from, and deer are not common near the coast 
or neighbourhood of St. John's. 
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coast, as far as Serpeotine L^e, and thence 
traverse the vast interior, from lake to lake, in 
canoes made of basket or wicker work, covered 
with skins, resembling the coracles of the 
Welsh, and the boats of the ancient Britons. 
They never hunt a beaver country oftenei 
than once in three years. 

Mr. Cormack, moreover, states, that the 
country might easily be opened in the in- 
terior, and across the whole of the isluid; and 
in the belt he traversed, so as to admit the 
passage of cattle and horses during the summer. 

I shall not here enter into detail respecting 
the geolc^y of the country, on the Atlantic 
shores of Newfoundland, but leave Mr. Jukes 
to speak for himself, as he is about to publish, 
on an extended scale, his report to the House 
of Assembly in 1840-41, by which it will 
be seen, how very little is yet known about 
the matter. The only novelties I have seen in 
the vicinity of the capital are the evident vol- 
canic action amongst the primary sandstones, 
and conglomerates; the evident appearance of 
jasperized shells in the sandstone rocks; — 
the crater ponds on Signal Hill, and all 
over the adjoining country, with the dislocated 
and cbntorted slate rock, forming the dan- 
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gerouB coves and fonnidable bay« in Avalon's 
eastam diore, — mixed as thejr are with con- 
^(Hiierated masses, Taryiiig in nodaks, from 
the size of a man's head to a pea, the por- 
phTiies, aaid the igneoos protnuons wluch 
hare so tmoaremomoiisly appeared amongst 
them. The serpentinoos masses of Portugal 
Cove, and the trachytic evidences everywhere, 
convince me, that most of the regular forma- 
tions on the eastern Aore are G-reywaohe's, 
and the associated rocks of a later period than 
that assigned by Mr. Jokes; and that the 
confdsion which prevents their being accu- 
rately observed in a mere coasting voyage, is 
caused l^ the same power which has heaped 
iq> the traps and trachytes of the St. Law- 
rence, and the whole r^on of Canada, and 
the shores of New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, 
Cape Bretim, and Labrador, into a vast store- 
house of everything interesting and valuable 
to the geol(^ist and to the manufacturer, by ez- 
posii^ throughout tiiat quarter of the world, 
those substances which jidd the means of 
continuing civilized life. 

I will not enlarge any iitrther on this ab- 
struse subject, but reserve it for a separate 
work, now in course of preparation. 
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ANIMAL KINGDOM. 
mST DITISIOIT : QUADBUFEDS, ITHALEB, BIBD8. 

Onx remarkable feature d tiiis ialand,^- 
eqnallj reBiarkaUe fritii the ertraonliziarj' 
salubrity (^ a dimate which is boisterous to 
the extreme iu iriuter, hot sometimes to au 
excess in summer, nuny iu autnmu, in wiuter, 
aud in early spring, and liable to all sorts of 
sudden changes, marshy exhalations, and the 
miasma engendered by thick low forest, and 
fell, and by the putrid manure irom seal and 
£sh refiise, — is the total absence of venemous 
reptiles, aud of toads fuid frogs, which, are so 
abundant on the neighbouring continent. 
Whether these creatures exist in the unknown 
interior, has not yet been examined into ; but 
if they are absent, their place is abundantly 
supplied by armies, hoets, myriads of veue- 
mous winged ones; for mosquitoes and stinging 



by Google 



234 ANIMAL KINGDOK : 

midges and flies are as rife as in the on- 
settled swamps and forests of Canada. 

The larger and more interesting birds and 
quadrapeds of America are not, perhaps, here so 
extensive in proportion as on the continent ; but 
it is said that the entomology of Nenfonndland 
compensates for the paacity of its mammalia 
and reptiles, as will be shewn hereafter. But 
so little is known of the interior, that we mnst 
confine ourselves a little on these subjects. We 
shaU now proceed to state that amongst the 
known wild animals — besides the deer and 
beaver, the otter, the fox in several varieties, 
martins, and other usual small American fur- 
bearing animals — there are the great Labrador 
hare, the bat,* rat, field-mouse and common 

* The bat is small, and ii probably the vegpertilio 
pniinoRUB. 

The black bear U the ursus AmericanuB, long-legged 
variety, with a pointed mnzztc) of a terrier's spot 
colour, and grows very large. 

The weasel is the mustela putorius (vulgaris.} 

The martin is a weasel, (mustela martes,) affi>rding 
a fine glossy skin ; the mink, also, (m. vison or late- 
rola,) and the fisher is a mustela, inbabi^ng ponds. 

The otter, (lotra Canadensis,) land otter. 

The wolf (canis lupus oocidentalis) of Richardson, 
grows very lai^e, is frequently traced near tbe capital, 



dbv Google 



QUADBUFEDS, WHALES, BIBDS. 225- 

niouse, wild cat, seals, weasels, wolves; and 
some persons assert that the rein-deer are 
found — which, from the abundance of mosses, 
is likely. 

The morse, sea-horse (trichicns rosinarus) 
formerly abounded in the straits at Belle-isle,' 
and on other parts of the coasts, but has been 

and does mach iojury to young cattle ; a price is put 
foy the legislature od its head. 

The fox 19 the red and the gray, cania (vulpes) fulvus, 
canis (vulpes) ciuereo ai^eDtatus. 

The beaver (cEisior fiber) is only found in the interior 
ponds and marshes, and known scarcely to any of the. 
settlers. 

I think I have seen the mnsquash (fiber zibethicus), 
whose habits are so like those of the beaver, in the 
three ponds, near St. John's ; its tail, unlike that of 
the beaver, (which is a trowel,) is like a thick round 
file. It is called musk-rat, in Canada, from having a 
musky odour. 

Several varieties of rat are destructively common, 
as might be imagined in a country so resorted to by 

The hare is very large, becomes white in winter, is 
scarce near St. John's, and is a variety of the lepus 
Americanus. It is fabely termed a rabbit in Canada ; it 
never burrows, and has all the habits of the hare, but- 
its flesh is coarser. 

The seals are in great variety, but the most nume- 
rous are phoca vitulina (common seal), and phoca cris- 
tata, (hooded seal.) 

TOL. I. Q 
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aurcUeiily dutn^td for iti blabber ud bids, 
the latter btving been Mgn^ iougbt after fyr 
eosoh traces aad otbv parpoMs^ in whicb the 
best leather iras of less value. 

Tbe l»rds of tbu iilaad aro laid to b9 rery 
nomwrni in Uw interior; if h. it is Yvej dif- 
femt bwe tlian in Canada* at least, as far aa 
forest is concerned, for there the deep woods are 
not tbe places in ^chtoseekthefeathered tribe. 

I bare observed no eagles since I bare been 
bere but the sea-ea^ (^loo osu&agos). Xbe 
fishing hawk of Newfitondland, is said to be 
plentifully scattered on the coast, and no do^bt 
is ougratory, or retreats to the interior. I 
hare not seen the &Ico lettco'Cephalast or 
American bald ea^, so common in tiu Unitsd 
States and in Caimda, and which the Anurican 
republic has adopted in the national shield, 
althoo^ its obaraoters are anything but eagle- 
lilce, ai it Uvm by stealing the food of tiie 
&lco halietns, or Canada fish-hawk, the 
ospr^, which is a visitor of Ifewfonndland- 

AialoocoltunbiffiQS (pigeon eagle, or hawk) 
was shot here in Decamber, 1841, and another 
seen in Januaiy 1842. 

The hawk tribe appear numerous, particu- 
larly falco palumbarius, or the gos-hawk. 
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and the spftrrov-hawk; of ike owls, there are 
amaeing nuobeis and varietie»— some verj 
large, pertiealsrly the snow-white owl and the 
light grey owl, and lome eared; bat I hare 
not seen the »tnx acadiea, or diminn^re owl, 
scarcely larger than a sparrow, and which 
occasioDallj risitc Canada. I think I saw this 
year, the red-bathed efarike, or bntcherbird, 
(laniui collerio.) 

The pie family u% no donbt, as is common 
in woody countries, nnmerons in the intmor;' 
and tiie raven is, as nsnal everywhere else in 
the worid, an attendant on the Iftbours of 
man; but I fcave not heurd the forest re- 
sounding with their hammerings, nor are die 
woodpeckers ommiHi near the set^emenls, 
bnt there are two kinds occasionally seen, one 
the ^eckled sort. The Kewfoondland blaek- 
iHidis, perhaps, the r<»eH»>loared oozel (turdus 
roseus), called a robin here, ahhongh as large 
as a blackbird. 

In fact, fti^bts trf land birds, as in Canada, 
are not seen <n the eastern coast of Kewfound- 
land. The crow (oomu eorone) here, as 
well as all over Amenc&, enlivens the fields as 
well as l^e raven, but I have not yet seen tiiat 
beantiM Amoiean nenber of hU fMuUy, the 
q2 
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blue jay ; bathe is here ; — at least, a variety has 
been seen. The mght hawk (caprimulgas) U 
pccasionally observed, but he does not treat ns 
■with his vociferous cry of " Whip-poor-Will," 
and is probably the species, c. YirgmiBnus. 

I am not very clear about the swallow or 
the martin, except the sand-martin, (hirundo 
riparia) which stays about ten weeks in summer, 
being a frequent visitor on the east coast, but 
there are several of the family canori, musci- 
capa, or fly-catcher; icteria, yellow-breasted 
chatterer; turdus felivox, cat bird; turdns 
Tofiis, or ferruginous thrush ; tardus migra- 
torius, called a robin in Gfmada, although ten 
times as large. 

Ithinkthe sylvia autmnnalis (autumnalwar- 
bler) visits my garden; but I have not seen 
that common American species, the undaunted 
little saxicola (or blue bird) yet. The little 
wren is occasionally observed, and the yellow 
willow wren is very common. The hununing 
bird does not deign to appear, probably from 
the paucity, at present, of flowering trees and 
shrubs in the gardens, or from the great belt 
of water between Newfoundland and the con- 
tinent. 

The little black-csp titmouse (paras arti- 
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capiUus) lives both summer and winter in 
Newfoundland, and I see it daily seeking its 
food in some willovra in front of my house, 
and swinging in the wind on the yielding 
branches. 

The snow bird (emberiza, or rather plectro- 
phanes riv^j) is very common on all bare 
grounds and about the fields, but is not sought 
after as in Canada, as a luxury. It somewhat 
resembles the ortolan, in a pie. 

I do not believe that there are any true 
sparrows in Newfoundland, fdthough there are 
several fringillas common to North America, 
such as f. passerina, yellow winged sparrow ; 
Canadensis, tree sparrow; and pnsilla, field 
sparrow. The pinefinch, or grosbeak (coxia 
enacleater), is common, and the lewer redpol^ 
Iringilla linaria. 

The dove family do not frequent the woods 
about the .coast, and I am not aware of there 
being any in the interior. 

Of the gallinse, I know of no other than the 
ptarmigan, or white winter grouse, which is 
brown and white in summer, and is very plen- 
tiful on the bare highlands, where they are 
covered by berry-bearing plants. It is a 
variety of the tetrao lagopus of Pennant, aiid 
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is moeli used for the taUe, both roasted and 
in white lonps; bat they are still dear, tbe 
price of a bme being half a dollar, or two 
sbillingB and gizpence, eorrency-— of which we 
shall speak more in a fatnre chapter, when I 
haf6 to obtain more infcomation about it. 
It! sunner phiinage it a browniA ash grey, 
mottled and barred witli dmky ipoti; tids 
edoor, when the fisosti iet in, gradtta^ dis- 
appears, as in the Alpine hai«; and at length, 
when the snow ftlls, the bird is pure n^ite. 
These remarkaiUe dianges, effected, a» in tile 
northcm h»e, wiihoat Ion of lobstance, fit it 
adminUy tot its ritnation, as lihe sportsmao, 
if he hsre not a dog wed to ^e game, maj 
afanost waUt over the bird withoat putting it 
Dp. I have walked here into a covt^ in latter 
aatamn, and, in Canada, close up to a white 
hare, in the now. 

Of grall«, there an two or tiuee species; of 
plover, the golden and Ute grey; bnt I have 
not obferred the vocifiEroQi, or kildeer, so 
eoHunon in Canada, uid which has its name 
from its repeated note; neither have I beard 
tbe bitten, idthoogh it is oomnun, as I am 
told, in some parts of the eonntry; but 1^ 
kng-billed cnrlew (namenins) ; the whimbn). 
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socJcfpftz phcepnfl; tiiogft ptisilla, tringA hypo- 
leocu, or bweh liiMj and tin puite <» o^e^*, 
t. cmdas, uid otiier Mtid-pipeAii, aN fnmd 
ifi fftVoOTftble looaUtiu. Hid Amedrksan aiipe 
(Kolopax) i« Tory cooufion. Tha mint of 
beMhM a&d sandy fipots on tli6 gaat ooatt, tlte 
woods fflai-gining the lakes, and tbc mwilMS 
being carpeted with plants* probably caoMs 
fewer plovers and corlewt to be seen in this 
country, than Ui osuil on rocky sfanes whare 
there are ocean beaches. 

In tiie order, Anseres, there are many whidi 
visit ot dwell in Newfoundland, covered as it 
is with and surrounded by water. The terns, 
the gulls, the Canada goose, and snow gooet, 
the blue winged teal, shoTell«r, uid great 
Iffown dock, the widgeon, and the mallard, 
frequent the loMly poiula, bat are seldom, if 
ever, seen in the settlements. The eider dock 
is said to aboond on the great lakes and on 
the north diores. The Newfoundland goose 
is a remarkably elegant bird, easily domesti- 
cated, bnt does not breed; it is about the site 
_ of the common goose, but with a more swui- 
like form, and has a black ring round its neck. 
It is a variety of anser Cuiadensis, vulgarly 
ealled bastard, from tlie French having named 
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it ontarde, but I have not yet seen it figured; 
its neck is longer than the Brent goose of 
Berwick, which it much resembles. 

The sea-birds are very numerous, from the 
gull, through the duck tribe, to the goosander, 
the gannet, the great oorthera diver or loon, 
thelittle auk, the puffin, and the razor-bill; — all 
these, with many of the luid or lake water 
fowl, are, howerer, disagreeably fishy. One 
of the tests of the cook is, never to roast a 
duck which has a saw bill, or, in other words, 
whose bill is serrated. 

In winter, many of the arctic icebirds fre- 
quent the coast, but the large auk or penguin, 
(alca impennis,) which, not fifty years ago, was 
a sure sea-mark on the edge of and inside the 
-banks, has totally disappeared, from the ruth- 
less trade in its e^^ and skin.* 

* la the " EDgliih Pilot," for 1794, is given the 
following account of this now, perhaps, extinct bird in 
NewfouDdland :— " There is also another thing to be 
takeo notice of in treating of this coast, that you 
may know this by the great quantities of fovls upon 
the bank— viz., shearwaters, willocks, noddies, gulb, 
penguins, ttc, without making any exceptions i which 
is a mistake, for I have seen all these fowb a hundred 
leagues off this bank, the penguins excepted." It is 
true that all these fowls are seen there in great quan* 
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But as the reader v^j wish for more par- 
ticular informatioii respecting the water-birds- 

tities, but none are so much to be minded as the pen- 
guins, for these oerer go without the bank, as others 
do, for they are always on it or within it, several of 
them together, sometimes more, sometimes less, bitf 
never less than two together ; they are large fowls, 
about the bigness of a goose, a coal-black head and 
back, with a white belly, and a milk-white spot under 
one of their eyes, which nature has ordered to be 
under the right eye— an extraordinary mark. For 
my part, I never saw any with such a spot undertheir 
left eye. These birds never fly, for their wings are 
very short and most like the fins of fish, having no- 
thing upon them but a sort of down and short 
feathers." 

It would be interesting to trace whether any of these 
curious birds remain in Newfoundland. Cuvier de- 
nies that there are any true penguins (apterodytes) 
excepting in the Antarctic Seas. Perhaps the New- 
foundland penguin, which has given its name to aa 
many parts of the coast, is the great auk (alca), the 
catarrhactas of Brisson, and the gorfua of Cuvier— « 
name he derived from goir-fugel, which they are 
called in Feroe. The auks have no thumb, like the 
South Sea penguins i the penguin's legs are also 
placed further back than is the case in any other 
known bird. It is of much interest to natural history 
to know and trace whether it has been really extir- 
pated, or has only fled to uninhabited regions from 
its persecutors, like the Red Indian and the walrus. 
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in Newfonndland, I am atJe to u,j that the 
Allowing an finmd haret— tb* Utde gMbe 
(colymbiu mumtu) ; the little ank or icebird 
(aica alle)t which is caBed the Bca dove, froBH 
its Tcr; atrange head, and m«e hird-likc 
look. 

The poflb (aIca arctlca), which may he 
called the sea^nrl, fr<an Its extraordinary head 
and wise look, and which firaqneaite in myriada 
the ialanda about Bonavista Bay. 

The guillemot (colymhos troile), or merr 
of Newfoundland. 

The great northern diver or loon, or loo, ^ 
Newfoondland (colymbos gladalis). This 
l>eautiihl, solitary, attd large bird is seen on all 
the Canadian lakes, with his spedkled black and 
white jdoioa^ andhiskoignw^ round which 
a row ofblack bands are drawn, uid whidi tt» 
IndiaDfl dry for cunaament. I remember ob- 
taining a dozen of these, and they were made 
into tippets, and looked very pretty. 

The iniber goose (colymbus immer), is 
Amtetimes met with to the northward of the 
island. 

The black tern (sterna fissipedes) is met 
with oceaaionaUy. 
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Tbe wagd or great gre^ gidl (kn» luenos), 
and th« eowoon gull^ta' searmew (lams ca&ta,) 
arfr v^ i^entifiil, « vefi as luay otiier kia^ 
of gull, including the arctic gall (1. porasl- 
ticov), it^iit^, it 19 v^ intm, pannes the 
tBuikt gttils to make tbem dr^ thesr pr^, 
■whaee H hM been supposed Aat he liwd 
Qptm fite ex<9f«m«nts irti^ fell front tiben. 

The kittiwiEik& or aniwtt (bro) ruM), which 
» esttio, in Shetktsd, and mmy other phuei, 
M v^ M the tamde (t tridaetfloi), abo 
freqmnt KewfMmdbod. It is of tiKK kinds 
the Esquimaux, in Labrador, make clothiBg 
ettd ei^s, &$ well as tue then for food. 

The fofanar or maOemoker (proe^ork ^ad- 
^is), jreqnents the ncoHiern Aons of L»- 
bradfH- and Newiboadlnd; as freU at the 
dManrater (p. pnffiaiu), tht stormy petrd, w 
Mother Caiys chidWM (p. pelifaca), aboimd& 

Of the mergns tribe, the red-hreatted mer- 
guuer (mei^Qs lOTator), aad the goosander 
(wL mergaaser), are foond here. 

Amongst the anas tribe, I am not eertais 
aboDt the Trild swan, aad have already men- 
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tioned the Newfooadland goose and Canada 
goose, which are seen with the common wild 
goose (anas anser), the latter in multitudes in 
Labrador, in |the spring and autumn, until ' 
September, with the laughing goose (anaa 
albifrons). 

The eid» duck (anas moUiama) is common 
in both Labrador and Newfoundland, as well 
as the Telret or great black sea-duck (anaa- 
fusca), the scoter (anas nigra), or black direr. 
The black frediwater duck and the scaup 
duck (anas mania) frequent the lakes and 
ponds as well as the sheil-drake (a..tadoma), 
the widgeon (a. penetope), and the teal (a. 
crecca). 

The pintail duck, which is good to eat, is a 
Teij handsome bird; and from its plumage 
and the shape of its tail, is called the sea 
pheasant, uid is found here, as well as a yerj 
similar bird (anas glacialis) the long-tailed 
duck, whcffie down is equally rich as that of iha 
eider duck. 

That immense sea bird, the lazy cormorant, 
or cormorant (pelicanus carbo), is abo common 
on the desert rocky places of the coast, parti- 
cularly about Trepassey and to the north- 
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ward; and so is another species of pelican, the 
gannet or solan goose (pelicanos bassanns). 

The Baccalao, or as the smlors call it 
Baccaloo bird, now somewhat answers the 
same end as the aok, or penguin, whi(^ has dis- 
appeared. It is rarely seen beyond the bajiks, 
which it frequents for the oflFal thrown out of 
the fishing vessels, and for the shoals of small 
fish; they are usually seen floating, and are 
black and white, being a variety of the mer- 
gus family. 

These birds princq)ally resort, on shore, to a 
large and precipitous desert island, at the 
mouth of Conception Bay, called Baccalao, or 
Codfish Island, and where they may be seen in 
uncountable myriads, Bnd where the adven- 
turous egg-hunter suspends himself from the 
precipices, to gather the eggs and young. This 
favourite spot, as well as the desolate islets to 
the northward, called the Funk Islands, and 
many others similarly situated on the ragged 
coasts, or in the neighbouring ocean, the terror 
of mariners,, are rendered white by the ac- 
cumulation of^ sea-bird's dung; but an act of 
the legislature has now forbidden the taking 
of eggs, or the young, on account of the utility 
of the birds as a sea-mark. The Funk Isle is 
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m eonrad bj it vumj &et ieep, dut it has 
beeo Hggnted, tiwt it n^ prove a pvofitaUe 
flttiels for tbe agrienltnriits wnr itutiitg into 
opentwa m NewfovBtUand, in the sane wf 
&■ the gamo ivaf «■ tiw coasts <tf tiw lovsr 
pacific, iriuck £mns a very ralnable srtiels of 
tnfiBOete. 

Of As eetaccM, or vlule £uutf , that ex- 
traordMorj eaee, oonl^iiiini; the efcaraeterf vt 
tike manB^fenoM idiaUtnt of tiw earA, with 
those of the denizens of the ooean, villiMt 
being iMfhibioiia, tiw tmt of Newfoondiand • 
fttrnish ^usf dirarsitiea. 

There is no Invac^ of utaral history more 
intenstiag, than the ^adj of tiu aetaceoii& 
Muaals. The blendiiig of a mild and ham- 
less noHter of the deep, wiaA foraiahes «aa 
vith oil, snd witii s augnlnr sobstance snlike 
bone, arai^ ether pnxbeiuia of annul lift, 
1^ whidi the ocatare lives, asd has Us 
being, and mhieli asrve hiai to {irocwe his 
food in plane of teeth, with anotiber ^eeiee 
ferocioos in tiie extnme, wkfa a earnnous 
month, ndgtd. iritk fbraudoble teeth; the var 
liety in tiie BJie of the diftrent Idods, and 
yet a diipe conunw to all, itidi the great 
attribute of that maternal care evinced hj aH 
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awifwftU deririag tlisir fint nouruhment from 
the mother's breast; — all these cireooutaiiceg- 
render the habiti «id natuias of the cetaceous 
tfib«, objeeti <^ iittenMi intwest ; whilst 1^ pur- 
suing ^lis study, we arrire at the conclusion, 
that a large proportion of this singular creation 
is jet unknown, uid &at instead of being oon- 
fined in their food to the minute and micros 
scopic insects of the sea, the whales are gme- 
rally deronrera of la^ fish, and are dreaded 
both from their aixe and thdr voracity, by 
moBt of thtt inhabitant of the vast deep in 
which they roam. 

The best modem accounts of the northern 
whalea that I have been able to gatiur, are 
those of Seoreiby and Dewhtuvt, and having 
bem in early yont^ high enough n<^ to see 
the constant son for weeks together, and to 
observe the whale fishoi, I have noted down 
many observations upon this idass, both in the 
northern seas of Eun^, Amcrtoa, and the 
great Gulf c^ 9t. Lawrenoe uid Labrador. 

The coast and gulf whale fishery is now 
becoming of mooh value to Newfoundland, 
and it will therefore niA be uninteresting to 
state the description of fish which are likely 
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to engage these coast fishers, as the northern 
ice fishing is fa^ failing. 

Of these we will commence with the true 
halsenie, the toothless whales ; and first, with 
h. mysticetus, the great common oil whale of ■ 
the northern ocean, or great Greenland whale, 
which occasionally visits these regions; not, 
however, so frequently as to form an object of 
chase. 

Of thistdass, the mysticetns lives on me-- 
dossB animalculiB, such as actinia, sepife, 
cliones canori, helicse, and occasionally even 
squillse (the shrimp), and there are three well- 
Inown kinds — the mysticetus, or great whale- 
bone whale^ the icelandica, and the gibbar, or 
razor-fish, so named from a sharp dorsal fin. 
They vary in size, from forty-five to seventy 
feet, and the quantity of oil is proportioned to the 
lei^^ of the baleen, or longest blade of whale- 
bone — one foot giving one gallon and a half, 
and twelve feet, twenty-one gallons ; the mys- 
ticetus being the best, and its jaws or head 
bones affording the purest oil. The inferior 
jaw-bone sometimes measures twenty-five feet, 
the animal has a black skin on its back. 

The Iceland whale, grey whale, (nordcaper 
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of Lacepede) is loDger than tlie niTSticetas, bot 
has a smaller head, and swims much quicker. 
It ia also Toracious, aud having a larger gullet, 
feeds on shad, mackerel, small cod, and henings. 
It is immediately known, when seen, by the 
spiracles ejecting water in radii or streams,' 
and not in a jet, as in other whales. The 
razor-back is another variety, and, sometimes 
called finner. 

Of the true or toothless whales, seven species 
have been observed. Lacepede has formed 
the balsenoptera, or finned whales, into a dis> 
tinct class, and has placed the glbbar, or fin 
fish of Pennant, first. It is longer and more 
slender, and of course affords less blubber and 
oil than the common whale; it blows quicker^ 
is of a bluer tinge, and is at onoe knowI^ 
by its homy fin on the lower portion of the 
back. This fish, it has been accurately ascer* 
ttuned, is sometimes a hundred feet in length, 
and is' more fierce than its sluggish f^ow of . 
the northern ocean. 

The next of this class of finners, is the b. 
acnto rostra, or sharp-nosed whale, which I 
saw within a day's sail of St. John's, in 1840, 
alongside tiie ship. It is the beaked whale of the 
fishermen, and about-twenty-fivefeetloDg; its 

TOL. I. K 
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vhalebone a yellowish, thiiif and Bemi*traii^ 
patent, and it hafl poaohei, w folds of &t, oa 
its throat and bellj. 

B«t the BK>st cammoB <^ this elan in the 
N«wfmindkitd seas, ia haltenefitaa jabartea; 
or pike-headed fiimer, its dorsal &l being two 
&et and a half high. It lives <m capeUn, lance- 
fish, and argonaatka arctica, a ^tecies of dio 
or sepia. When it opens its month to receive 
food, the plaits <r fidda of the bdly vn&ld, 
and assume in the ion part or throat, an ele- 
gantly striped red colour. 

The rwiiial, b-rorqaai of I^aceg^edejis another 
-variety, l^eing what is nsaall; calfed the 
Iffoad^HMed whale; it attuna & hnge length, 
its back is UBckish and marUed, and bel^ of 
a white hoe; but as it is very swift, and 
yidds less oil than the oth^ large whal^, it 
is not math known or sought ofiez. 

The next order is tiie jffedmtate, or those 
wil^ teeth in the anterior part oi the jaw, 
uid embraces the monodpas or narwhales, 
He nnioorns of otu whales, which, instead of 
nnifinm teeth, sue Ainuahed wil^ a tu^ 
piercer or sword, and are therefore called 
sword-fish. Tbey. are not very onmaon on 
these shoiee, excepting NotUl Labrador, and 
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are divided int^^two ipeoMrtlke aini^lft^frordedf 
and dooUe sworded; tbe former being from 
thirteen to eixteen &et lesg, the latter, from 
twehe to twenty-fire, Thej appear to liT9 
on sepict or cuttle-fieh; acme oi ^em toeatores 
ai-e c^a separate tribe on the Labrador coast, 
and have om rar two amall, crooked teeth in 
the lower jaw. The fiKtuinanx find then 
dead oeoasianaUj, and call tjiosi unanafc, or 
the aperient fiah ; they are very rare, axid are 
TahtE^ l^ those Unbber-oUers, ftv the ^>e> 
xieat qxulity of their flesh and oil. 

The SDbdeatate cetaoea, htTe toeth only in 
the lowo: jaw, and are nmarkalde for the size 
of tiw head, whieh fireqaantly occupies nearly 
one half^ <w more than a third of the whole 



These are the cadutlots, and are of Taiioiui 
species, sach as physeter, aacrocephaloB, ceta- 
den, tmmpo, cylindncoB, and micropB. They 
famish ambergris and spormaoeti. The first 
attains an enormous and ahoost iaeredilde 
length, but is nsually abont sixty fiset. It is 
said, on good avihority, that it has reached 
144 feet; it feeds on Inn^-fiah, cuttle-fish, 
the dog fish, and even swdlows the small 
shark. It is sometimes seen on theie coasts, 



by Google 



244 AimUL KIHODOM : 

bat its usnal h&bitatioD is higher north, as well 
as the lesser cetadoo, or small q>ennaoe(i whale. 
The seat of the spermaceti is below the noee 
or snoat, and its oil, as is wdl known, is sn- 
perior to all other animal oil for the lamp. 

The tramiw, or blunt-headed cachalot, is 
oftener observed in these seas, and is called 
the New England cachalot; its head is enor- 
mous, and nearly divides the body into half^ 
it attains sixty feet in length; the upper 
jaw is five feet longer than the lower, and 
round at the Qose. The teeth are dispersed, 
eighteen in nomber, and fit into cavities d 
the upper jaw; it has an observable pro- 
minence on the back, instead of a dorsal 
fin, and the pectoral fins are small. It is 
very ugly, and very bold and swift, opening 
its huge jaws in fight, like the hippopotamus. 
Its oil is contained in cells near the brain, 
and is got at by boring the skull. It is also 
productive of a very pure and fine oil from 
the blubber, of whicji it yields an ample supply. 

The physeter cylindricus or round-bwied 
spermaceti whale, has a htmch eighteen inches 
high on its back, jaws nearly equal, head one- 
third of carcase, and teeth twenty-five, curved 
and sharp, in each lower jaw. It is of an uui- 
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form black colour, and about Gftj feet in length 
by thirty-six in girth.' It frequents many por- 
tions of the North Atlantic. 

The next is microps or the small-eyed sper- 
maceti irhale, the blac^-headed variety, and 
one of the most dangerous of the whole tribe. 
Its teeth are long and formidable; they are 
conical, and set in two-thirds of the length of 
the lower jaw, and are about forty in number. 
It is about the size of the preceding, and is re- 
markable for a high dorsal fin which is acutely 
pointed. This fierce whale attacks porpoises, 
and also fights witii those of its kind, tearing 
lumps of blubber from their bodies. Of course 
it is rarely caught, but its flesh is prized by 
the Labrador Esquimaux. It yields a great 
quantity of spermaceti, and very little oil. 

Occasionally the physeter malar, or great- 
finned cachalot, an inhabitimt of the North Seas, 
is seen, and immediately known by its huge 
back fin, which stands up like the mast of a 
ship, andbythree hunches succeeding this fin on 
the lower part of the back. Like its congeners, 
it is fierce and wild, and seldom captored ; its 
teetii are obtuse, and vary from eight inches to 
six, the longest being in front; it is gre- 
garious. 
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The p. bideni or tiro-toodud satia wUe, 
kManautricable lAin, reflacting 11^ ftnn^, 
and lookiiig w if it mn tat into ttroiks. 
It is smaller tkan tke oAcn, aad bos onlj two 
IKN17 bitend teeth, with a step numle. 

A coauBoiMr toodud kind in tiiii port of 
tbe ooean, of this famify, ii the hniu^ed ear 
c^ot, or p. ^hbosa. It resembles the ooai- 
moa irhale, bat is much smaller, and has its 
back fiinuAedwitii more tubeicka or hnndieB, 
henoe called tke hmLoUnck. 

fij tiiis tiocotmt, careAilly extracted frm 
Ae best anthorities, and the reanit of observa- 
tion, the commonly-reoeiTod (^iiiioiii tiLtt the 
whale is a poor, hannleis creature, with a 
throat that would cbake with % hafle nut, 
vanishes like a long-duri^ied snperstitioa. 
Tfaree-fbQrtks of tbe i^le family are fierce, 
Tindictive aidmals, roradotis, and capaUe <£ 
awaUowing large fish. Any body who hae 
crossed dke Athmdc may btre seen the ternM- 
of porpoiaeSf and alt smaller fry, yihvL pur- 
med ^ thoR moiKters, who rardy shew them- 
■elTes in the duse above water, and this Ailly 
acoounts ibr so few being captured, exciting 
in the ioy seas, wWe they are, as it vrtm, 
hemmed in by the ice and the ships. Ilnse 
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cebueotB aaimmls iiluch affordiu ail, are geoe- 
rally of the toothless or milder tempenuMBt, 
vMst the lating ^ectes, «rmed bj nature with 
ofiasive mapims, sxa atidom captnred, and 
;yield ns chiefly spenaaceti and ^imaceti 
oiL 

It is tihe ionoer which ei^;age the aoiall 
«Bd ini^ular wiude fi^Kzy of the Kewfoimd- 
lind coast, aadt^atprincqiailyiHidie harboiff 
coasts of tike sooth, «nd in the gulf. Ne- 
^11^ can be more oonmunL in sailiog up or 
down llie St Lawrence, other in the vast 
zi^oa of Labrador, or in tite snuJler oae of 
Gii^ijtfattto BRwhalffl (^ all sizes, front the 
lai^st fioMT to the smaOe^ poipoise or d<d- 
(^un, wkd tbe extent to whick this fisheiy 
ii <»iTied t» bf the citizens of the United 
States, and. by o&r oolomsts, is wndi greater 
Aan has been ioMgined. In my joomal off 
the Bay of tin Serai IsUnds, I find r^>eated 
aentiob df loeiiig tite blat^ and gr^ lAak in 
1831; and since that time, Ihave observed Uiat 
tiiiese ne (€ all the Tarioas oetaoea craainon on 
ibe eoasta of Newjbuadland. A gentleman of 
my office here, hu tanired me that he has 
seen the huge-headed spermaceti whale pia^ng 
like apoi7oise,or pabapspursoioghis prey, in 
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the very month of the narrows of St. John's 
harbour. 

In 8 Tojage of tvo moDths' duration, from 
London to St. John's, in the summer. of 1840» 
I kept an Atlantic jonmal, and find, that on 
approaching this coast I saw, on the 30th of 
Jane, a shoal of porpoises alongside in a heavy 
sea. and with them seven or eight bottle-nosed 
whales, almost touching the ship on the lee 
side; on the 3rd of Julj, a dolphin in a 
tumbling sea, with porpoises and a large sper- 
maceti or big-headed whale; on the 6tb, in a 
high sea, an immense shoal of porpoises, with 
three large birds hovering over them, and small 
fish jumping up; the porpoises jumped high 
out of the water; and, again .near sunset, ano- 
ther shoal and a large whale. Soon after this we 
saw a heavy shoal of bonitos jumping out of the 
sea, and two whales ; on the 21st, after having 
long buffeted against contrary winds, we saw a 
Baccalao bird, a proof of being near the bulks, 
aad many whales; on the 22nd, in latitude 
48°, longitude 48° 55', in a great swell, in 
<jold but fine weather, we observed many birds; 
and many blunt or. bottle-nosed whales of the 
smaller kinds. 

On the 23rd, just before we made Baccalao 
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Isluid, at the entrance of Conception Bay, the 
land which was first discoTered, as it is said* 
hy Cabot, we saw a pike-headed whale about 
-twentyrfive feet long, which came alongside ^d 
played about under- water for some time, evi- 
dently in pursuit of. prey. He had a brown 
back, and .very white sides and bdly, and the 
fin or dorsal projection was in the centre of his 
back; his muzzle was very acute, and had two 
blow-holes; which shews him to have been a 
true whale, and not of the dolphin kind. His 
fin or bmnp was in the middle and not at the 
caudal end of the back, — ^thus he was a new 
species, not analogous to the rostrata. 

On the 24th, we made the Bay of Concep- 
tion, Baccalao being about five. miles ofi^ the 
fog suddenly clearing, most fortunately for us. 
Here we saw whales innumerable, some very 
large indeed, and continued to observe them 
in running down to St. John's, all along the 
coast. This is mentioned to shew that these 
valuable fish abound here, as well as to state 
my belief, that whenever the porpoises, dol- 
phins, bonitos, or othw fish appear unusually 
agitated, they are pursued by these cannibals, 
if I may so term a class of fishes preying on 
their own q>ecies. Frequent observations on 
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tke oout of Labrmdw, in tbe Bajr of Ckibor, 
and in Aa great estoary of the St. Lawraas, 
owvinoe me of du fiMst 

The amfaidentala oetaoea ata those nUch 
have teedi in both jaws, and form dK hxulf 
of itol^ina, porpoiBes, and gnmpoaes. The 
ddphina wnnetimes attain tin lengA of twrn^- 
fire feet, and have oi^ a sinffa Uow-faob, 
with a tow of conical teeth in both jaws, and 
adotaal fin. 

Thepoipoitt(deLiAinttS phooeanaconiHinus) 
is remaricabla for haviim; Us peotoral fins, in 
theiT prooeaKS, oonstnuited like a human hand. 
It U well fiomiahed with teoth, bat seldom is 
longer than aerrtA fiset, bimI di&ca firm the 
dolphin in having a shorter nose or saaat. Its 
skill is tanned after being ranted or ^Ted. 
It truRows (V roots in sea-weed and sand, like 
ft P^, and lires on small fiabes. 

The doti^iu of the ancients has been already 
tdten desorBted, bat, as it is interesting, its ch*> 
nK^eristics are given in a note.* Of the other 

* D«I|ikiiiiu di4elptiii, d^hinus uitiqiiomm ; cor- 
pore loDgo flnbtenti, roatro longo, acuto,— the oys de 
mer, dauphin vulgaire, of Lacepede. Body, neariy 
oval; Ingtk nim or ten feet ; head ends in a m«iale 
like a bird's be«k, with a traasvtne Mi of ^is 
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dol|dihis, tbe gmnpos is ttte kiq;est; tbay 
differ little frcm Hat pcopone, but have & 
blunter snont, a little reconrited, and tiw dor* 
sal fin lu^ fiod high, iritli fratf tedi in 
<te two JBWi. Thejr axe twe&ty or twenty- 
five feet long, Ixilkf, and ferodoni, and eat 
evrai &eir oHtgeaers, the do^iin and jmc- 

The sword grampus, or d. gladiator, has a 
noat singalar scimitar-shiqied ^h dorsal fin, 
bog, bonjr , and broad at the base. He growa 
to thirty feet, and is a fierce and untiring per- 
Becntoroftiwmildeririialeaiidof the harmless- 
«eaL 

There is also a species of d(d^uu in tbt 

ftcroM the upper part of the inout ; cylindric&I teeth, 
a little painted, vti one inch and a half above the 
gam, nryiiig in nnn^r aocording to age, ai wmbj 
«■ ainetf or ninety -aix having been oennted ; moaA, 
vide; donal fin, high, and placed nearer the tail, 
and curved near extremitT' backwards ; pectoral fins, 
iov and oral-fonned ; tail, Mmi-hutar, and hu two 
Met tiOhig over cadi Kher; -upper lurflue, bladt ; 
che^ white ; white ny paaaea beneath ejrei towarda 
pectoral fint. Maater Aiion must have had an un- 
easy seat on thb fish. 

The splendid dolphin of the Atlantic is much the 
eaoM in ehape and size, but blue and green^ a«d in- 
deacribabljr Mloiiied. 
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northern seas, which has only two teeth in the 
lower jaw, grows to for^ feet in length, with 
a spear-^ped fin on his bade, near the tail: 
his upper jaw is beaked like a duck's. 

The wild dolphin (d. feros) has twenty teeth 
in each jaw, but is not very common here. It 
is known by its head being rounded and nearly 
on a level with the back, very thick at the crown, 
■and suddenly diminishing to the muzzle, where 
it ends in a short, round nose. The jaws are 
equal, and it is usually about fourteen or fifteen 
feet long. 

Thetursioislike it, but has a curved dorsal 
fin, flat beak, and the lower jaw the longest, 
with twenty-one cylindrical teeth in each. ' Its 
dorsal fin is like that of the splendid dolphin, 
being a regular series of high and spiny pro- 
cesses along the back, rising in an indined 
plane, and incurvated near the tiul, where 
another projection rises, and stretches to the 
caudal fins, which consist of two semi-lunar lobes. 
He is black above and white below, and is re- 
markable as floating high when swimming. 

Besides these, there is another recent divi- 
sion of the whale family, hyperoodon, or 
delphinus |deductor, being the common species 
known in the North Atlantic as the calling or 
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ca-ing whale, or bottle-nose, l^ottle-head, floun- 
der's-head, beaked whale, and heading whale. ' 
I saw once in Shetland, when a youth, in 
1810, one hundred and thirty of these whales 
killed, in a Toe, or small sound in Unst, and 
there was something remarkable about the 
event. I was walkii^ on the shore with the son 
of Mr. Mouat, a large proprietor in that Ultima 
Thule, before dinner, when we came upon 
some whalebones, and. he told me that about 
one hundred years' before, if I remember cor- 
rectly, an immense drove of whales had visited 
that coast, and that seven years previously an- 
other smaller drove had come ashore there, and 
had been captured, the bones being th^ relics. 
I observed that I almost wished I had been alive 
at that time, to have witnessed such a scene as 
the capture of such an enormous drove must 
have been in a small narrow bay, almost land- 
locked. We returned to dinner, and whilst 
sitting at table with the magnate of Unst, a 
person came in hastily, to inform the lord of 
the manor that a drove of ca-ing whales were 
in the bay, or voe. Not much time was lost; 
weapons and boats of every kind were in re- 
quisition ; the whole population poured forth,. 
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ud ft Ihtk nrnek whkk wu lying tiuR for tH« 
mUk ha gnna aflmded to drive the nnfertnute 
Tisiton on ihon. A. fcene of blood and oon- 
fuaoa, of npnwr ud agon; eaaaed: the old 
wkal«a guided tWir yoraig iriA aflbettonate 
lolicitDde, kqit to aeft-nsrd of tlwm, Btov« a 
tost, aid, after a leBftiuBed itrn^lc, man aa 
B«nl prevuled. TIk \m.y was a sheet rf 
tdeod; tiiewildfiihenneaineeBtaiy;aiidIsav 
asooK addcantobewitneaBedb^aDyoiie, fiffa 
kondnd and thir^ wne slain. The largest 
neasnred from twoity-tiH) to twenty-fiTe or 
thirty &et in length. 

This fish is distrngBished from tba grmmpos 
by the shartDos of the derud fin and snon^ 
length and narrowness of the pecbsvl fins, 
fcrm and miaibarc^teetii, and in its eoloor, the 
wbdie body being atmoit Idack, and the belly 
only Maekiah, and the akin of a smootit, 
shining, <nly sahstanee, like (»Ied silk; head 
<ibtase, xijpper jaw prelecting some inches orer 
tite ktwer, mding in a Idnnt p^jeess. That it 
is a d^phin, or altied to that speoies, is shewn 
1^ the iingta blow-hoIe, or apirade. It has 
two-and'twenty conic teeth, a little hooked; 
and the female has two breasts, or teats, larger 
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than a cow's ; its food b anall fish, and it 
jdekis good oil ; its bodj ia thick, and alwnt 
twenty feet long. 

The next division is delphinsptems, and the 
E^Mciee oi these seas, d. behiga, or the vbite 
whale, wbkh quits <^ frozeo Dwth {w tide 
riveiB in cold weather. ItHveBtHi cod andfiat 
fifOi, and Tsnes fiMsa eightem to twenty feet, 
Imt is m«re nsnally ahout twcdve. This fish ia 
very beaiktifdl at a distance, being daczlingly 
white. Its head is small and 1ob|^ 1>oth jaws 
equal, with nine <n: ten email Uant teeth in 
each, nneqnatty placed, the bogert in feoat 
near the mocde; the mouth, is smaU. In- 
stead of 8 dorsal fin, this ddfdun. has only a 
Itrngitodhial {Hrojeduni on the lock. The pec- 
toral fins are OTal, hroad, and thkk. The 
spiracle is in the fr«nt part <tf the head, with a 
lamp near it, which canses the water ejected 
to fall backwards. The eye is ooall and pro- 
jecting. This is the white porpoise of Labrador 
and the St. Lawrence, always found only in 
particular ports of the rivar, or golf.* 

Of amphibious o'eatures, or those frequent- 
ing both elements, the seal and the sea horse, 

• Vide » The Cvudu in 1841.'* 
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tiie otter, the beaver, and the miuk-rat, are 
also included in this division of animated nature. 
We shall only mention the family of the seals. 
There are several varieties in the Newfound- 
land seas :* the common seal (phoca bitolina), 
tiie hooded seal (p. cristata) ; the former, yd- 
lowish grey, or brownish with yellow spots, 
becomes white from «ge — ^from three to five 
feet long. The other, seven or eight feet in 
length, and dark, with a piece of loose skin on 
its head, whidi can be inflated and drawn over 
the eyes, and is nearly musket-proof; the 
nostrils are also distensible, so as to ^ve it a 
formidable look. 

These animals are too well known to need a 
particular desmption, and the sea horse (tri- 
chicus rosmarus)' resembles them, excepting 
in ^ze and in tiie head, and in having two 
enormous cuiine tn^ in the upper jaw, point- 
ing downwards, and -sometimes two feet long. 



* M. de la I^lage sent a specimen of the calo- 
cephsliu (laguTus) of F. Curler from Newfoundland ; 
and the leonine seal, (stemmatopus cristatus,) called the 
hooded teal, and p. cristata, becomes very large there ; 
but the seal family is not yet well known, even to our 
naturalists, for Fischer describes this as a separate 
species, and calls it mitrata. 
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It has been seen here as hig as the largest ox^ 
fmd twenty feet long, covered with a short yel- 
lowish hwr. As abeady observed, it was for- 
merly abundant, but is now nearly, if i)Ot 
quite, extinct in Newfoundland. 

The beaver and the musk-rat have been also 
already noticed; nor should we have men- 
tioned the seal tribe again, but that they are 
so obvious a link between the land quadruped 
fmd l^e sea mammalia. The seals are pisci- 
vorous, as well as the walms, which, it is said, 
however. Uvea chiefly on sea-plants, such as 
facus digitatos, and thus constitutes . another 
link in the great chain which connects the 
herbivorous amphibia with the fish-eating ce- 
taceous funUy, the intermediate family being 
the manati, or sea-cow of the tropical regions.* 

* I have beea very particular about the vJialea, &C., 
as it is an extremely intereetiog subject to the oatives 
of NewfouDdland, and the young men here are turoiDg 
their attention to natural hutory. 
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AHDUL KINGDOM. — SECOND DIVISION: 
tH PHTlUA) nstiGk, 

Natdbe^ in her wcudeaiul id^tetieus of 
means to an md, hw plieed. ift t^ cold, de- 
golaite, and stceoi^ ngkna of tiift north, an 
inexhanstilide sopplj ofzichea, vastly soperiar^ 
in conaeepieaeeoftheire&ctstipQnniAitftD tha 
peark, diamoadB, and [oeoioBs stanea of the 
Eastern and vaznt conntriefr of the ^b&. 

By a singular train of geognostic revolu- 
tions, the bottran of the oeean in tim vicisity 
of Newfoundland has been formed into a vast 
series of submame hills and valleys, the abode 
of a separate class of animated beings, deriving 
their subsistence irom each other, and afford- 
ing to the courage and enterprise of man 
oceanic mines of Trealtfa, exceeding the most 
sanguine measure of belief. 

I have been greatly struck, in the course of 



.Coo>;lc 



man J voyages across these vast bftiiks, at ob- 
serving tie teuly wonderftil fecnndity of the 
lesser animals upon irhieh, and by irhicli, the 
ToraeioaS and idMevonring cod, an animal as 
variotw in his ckoioe of food asr omniToroos 
man, chiefly subsists. The in<niedible shoals of 
lance, a small, elongated, nlvery, eel*lil:e crea- 
ture; the interminable armies of migratory her- 
rings ; the hosts of capelin, which are met with 
in tikeir several seasons, canse the seas to boO 
and glitter in their rapid paths, producing the 
eftcts of currents upon the bosom of the 
tranquil deep. The locusts, in their march of 
devastation, have darkened the skj as they 
fiew, and rendered the eartli invinble over 
whole countries when they settled to feed; but 
these are as nothing in numbers to the pe- 
riodical joumeyers of the Newibondlaud seas. 

Could we see the hills and valleys of the 
Great Bank, and the neighbourhood of the 
iron-bound shores of the island on its Atlantic 
coasts, how vast would appear their population ; 
for they must be, in favourite places, literally 
covered by the cod dwelling on these downs, 
and by the cnttle-fi^ which, with other mol- 
lusca, the cod uses as common food I 

It is sufficient, however, merdy to get upon 
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any elerated spot near the <a.ty of St. Ji^'b, 
and cast the eye over the stages upon which 
cod-fish are drying, to convince onesdf that 
nature has rendered that description of the 
aliment of man a source firom whence the mil- 
lions and myriads of the ^obe m^ht draw 
their sole nutriment without even insensibly 
di m iR^ ^^ '"g the supply.* 

In short, the northern fishes, not excluding 
whales and mammalia of the cetaceous kinds, 

* Aiupaehi who resided Id Concaptioii Bay, de- 
scribes the scene of the capelin schule, or sboil, orriv- 
iDg:— "It Is impossible to conceire, mnch more to 
describe, the spleodid appearaucei on a beautiful mooa- 
light Bight, at this time. Then its vast sniftee is 
completely covered with myriads of fishes, of various 
Icinda and sizes, all actively engaged, either in pursuing 
or avoiding each other : the whales, alternately rising 
and plunging, throwing into the air spouts of water ; 
the cod-fish, bounding above the waves, and reflecting 
the light of the moon from their silvery surface ; the 
capelias, hurrying away in immense shoals, to seek a 
refuge on the shore, where each retiring wave leaves 
multitudes skipping upon the sand, an easy prey to the 
women and children, who stand there with barrows 
and buckets ready to seiie upon the precious and 
plentiful booty, whilst the fishermen, in their skifls, 
with nets made for that purpose, are industriously em- 
ployed in securing a sufficient quantity of this valuable 
bait for their firiiery." 
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are, as is well known, most plentilhl on these 
coasts. Bat, excepting tfae cod, fishennen 
troable themselves very little about them; 
and the market of a city containing nearly 
twenty thoosand people is scarcely supplied 
with any other sort of sea produce. Nay, 
such is tJie disgusting mumer in which these 
fish are laid out for sale, and such little pains are 
taken in killing and preparing them, that the 
first sight I noticed on landing, was whole rows 
of lanky cod laid in the dirty streets on the 
ground, whilst a dog was carrying away one in 
his mouth. It gives a fastidious stomach some 
trouble to reconcile itself to cod-fish after this. 
The bntchof also hang the bleeding skins of 
the animals they slaughter before their shops. 
Altogether, in these respects, less care is taken 
of public propriety in St. John's tiian probably 
in any British town in the civilized world. 

There should be a regular fish market and 
stalls ; butchers ought not to kill in the city nor 
at t^eir shops; and^ in fact, there must some 
day or other be a corporation to regulate sudt 
matters, fw however cheap fish may be there, 
it would be decent to sell it properly. 

The British reader will scarcely o'edit me 
when I say, that no fresh fish is to be had m 
St. John's in winter, and that it comes occa- 
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sonall J fioaaa, from HiU&Xi fron priTtte 
jriesdfl (^ tlu venkaafs «Dd othara; and ^ 
the barbom' is olnost ^ways opm or free Jbao 
ice. A few trout we aemetiiaflB hroq^t m 
fitom t^ Bfty of Bolls, or other Dtt^nrts; Imt 
the i>eople <siat ganeraUy oa salted meat a«d 
Baked fiah. It is a wonder Huj nmun so &ee 
from cnAaneoDs dueaaee- The xkik lire nuudi 
as elsewhere, nifik xeapeei to fiKdi jjuat, aoid 
aov precare beef ao^ mnttoa all tbe ;«8r 
round, wbkSi was sot the ease tea Tiears ago^ 
That tbef shotUd sot iiare bestanvd -tium- 
sdres, to estaUiidi' a macket to procure £re^ 
fish ia ^ long tnoteva, and to isuarease their 
coiaforts . hy encouraging ^ricultaTe, shemi 
jtlainly vhai has fcm^tlj hem the st^ of 
society in t^ capatal, whilst lahounog under 
the stigma of Newfonndlacd b^sg a mere 
fishiag stataott. 

The veil is soon Ufted. Except the persons 
attached to public odoBial ofEie^, who had 
aothine ^» to looJc to, tilie soieirGtiafitE, as 
aooa as the;^ obtained riches enou|^ left the 
city, to r^ire to Britain, and iiad regarded 
their stay in it as merely temporary. But a 
new race has sprang op. The i^d m^ckants, 
loea of very ^at capital, we gone almoet ako- 
getlier,;.aad their i^^ts hare become settlers; 
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whilst liie matire-born pride thgmseliTes upcm 
their birtl^ace, md mac& is iioiog, aadmodi 
has already ijeendooe, to improve mit oi^tbe 
tone «f society:, hxct the comfrts of the poor 
and Hie attadmneirt of luxuries 1^ the nich; 
bat still diezr city vfsats a coipwation, or 
Hmetiung asalogois to one, to make it yihab 
it ought to be. 

'Bab to retoTD to tiie cod-fish again. It i£ ao 
eenBnon, tiatnobodyhaa thought itwert^whiie 
toiietsdlitsgeneraor^ecies. Theprincipal fish 
tsfCBght diffiirs a Mtde £rota t^ gados mordna* 
of LinuBiES, or ash-coloured «od; and I have 
Beit&er seen nor ixsbed any fish here at all to 
be coiapttped -to tkit exoeUaat firitdsdi ninety, 
— prt^M&ly, tfwing to tks way in vhtch it is 

* Gadiu squmu mjgoritms (Sleoh) ; moniiua 
(Bdon) ; molvit rel ntorrinis of Rvndelet ; cablia 
(StrOm) ; see Arctic fiahea of Denbuzst Many spe- 
cies, all sea-fish, never frequenting rivers, except the 
harbot, live on crabs, whelks, herrings and other fish, 
■nd are so gree<^ as to eat their own young ; they 
cast up wiiatever they do not digest, like birds of 
pray, but their digestion is very rapid, as astrong bait 
of haddock has been digested in six hours. Twice, on 
crossing the banks, I found large stones as big as a 
goose.«gg in the stomach of cod; in fact, nothing 
comes amiu : they may be called the sea-ostrich. 
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eaugbt and prepared, or rather onin'epared, 
for Bale. It has neitber tlw firmness nor the 
flakiness <£ tbe London fishmongers' article. 

The other largely-diq>ersed kind is the 
gsdos carbonaritiB, the sey-fish of Norway, or 
coi^-fish, — so called from the black colour it 
sometimes partially assumes. It is the best 
for alimentary porposes, and yields elsevbere, 
which is not attended to h»e, icbthyocolla, or 
isin^aas; and it is a much more elegantly 
shaped fish than the common kind, and some- 
times weig^ twenty <x thirty pounds. The 
best specimens I have .seen of this variety were 
caught in the Bay of ChaJeur. The coal-fish is 
pickled in brine, and exported in barrels, bnt 
the common cod is the kind usually salted in 
bulk. In this town the bank-fish, or those 
caught on the banks, are supposed to be supe- 
rior in quality to the shore-fish, or those 
caught near the coast.* 

* GaduB callarius, tommy cod ; g. rupestriB, rock 
cod ; g. arenoBos, Bhoal cod, are also inhabitants of 
tbcBc Bcas, as well as the following: — GaduB mer- 
lucciuB, merlncciuB vulgaris of Cuvier, the hake ; 
gaduB broame, g. vulgariB of Cuvier, the torsk, or 
tusk ; gadus eeglefinuB, the haddock, which jb some- 
times brought to market; gadus pollachius, the 
pollock. 
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Of the genus scombo', the mackerel is best 
known here; but althoogh a good deal is 
caoght for exportation, prindpally in the 
Gulf of St. Lawrence, scarcely any come to 
St. John's market. It is cnrious, that out of 
twenty-two known kinds only one should fre- 
quent the arctic r^ons. The horse mackerel 
(s. i^umbeus), common (s. scombras) and 
blue mackerd (s. maculatus), (s. Temalis) 
Bprmg mackerel, (a. grex) chub mackerel, 
(b. chryseus) yellow mackerel, are found, and 
are supposed to cross over the Atlantic from 
the African coast. They abound in the Gulf 
of St. Lawrence, where the American fisher- 
men principally engross the fishing of th«n, to 
our prgndice. 

Scomber thynnus, the gigantic mackerel, or 
tunny-fish, also occasionally visits the coast, 
one having been caught lately near Portugal 
Cove, in Conee^on Bay. 

The mullet (mullus Wbatus et ruber) are 
also seen, as I am told, for I have only seen 
the red kind. 

Of the genus salmo, there are many and 
excellent kinds in the rivers and seas of this 
island, and the Labrador shore attached to its 
government. I shall enumerate a few, and 
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riiall begn inA' &e nimo flniiiliiMtiiiiiii, or 
GracnlBiid flilmDn, the bkIdio arctkutt of Fo^ 
•ast, Imt nUcb is, I bdkm, tte veal Cireen* 
imd ywenetf, wnA is here of nxmeiue vaia& !• 
tlie &iHiics, aslHEt. Ike ml sifane raoticus, 
wkich ■vWMfai tte BtoB^ liven in ^ {^qbbs 
Ooem, is & littie &h lAe & gnLTbs. 

This fidi, Ite oiq>elm, meljr exoeads sevea 
ladMB in iengA ; its oolour it a my jiale 
gpsnt nith a tn^ of bnim above Ae abdomi, 
nd its odes areatray. Itemottxraamfcalde 
featBTc oMBEfats in 1^ male fiab kiTmg a 
mogh ftada, boot nith naraite pyramidic 
sades, standag ufdglit like a pile of pluah 
dxjTE Ite iatecals. Wtet tbe female se^ 
the ehore, for the purpose of depoaitiiig epawn, 
■he is tatei between two of Ihrnexidgedaaales, 
md they aH vicdentiy TTudi onwards, l^e coai- 
PiTWHiw exofatdtDg the cra^ "twt, timet and 
even as many as ten, hare been observed tinis 
gbaed together by these TtUou ereats. They 
de^sit t^eir eggs amot^t ^e amalkr iad 
and confenrsB, on irhich they feed, bb irall as 
on minnbe eaia, etc., aad tre ertremdy good 
eating:, both fresh and salted, being reckcaied a 
great luxury at home. 

Their shape is edongated, coatraotii^ ratiter 
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9ai.i/imij<t9HKeia tks taM ; the d«»l fin in the 
mMctte of akt Wrak, md tke fins generaUj, 
ntiter largt &r tihe sue of the&b; iaH fiirked, 
Bul scakB aMDUte. f* taete tb icasmUes ikA 
EBoslt, and aigttte to NcKfoimdla&d aJMwt 
l4e ouMk of Jane, vhim ^ ie so xasaaraa .a& 
to oawe Ite waA or tiro afber dieiOdi <^ Ifbat 
mootii to be called Ae '" capeHa seaaon," the 
wind being then easterly. The mafises are w 
great, tfait a boat mtj be filled in « eon^e of 
houre, hj two men vith a imoi^Dg-wt,. It 
rtmuM OB tlu cosst fiar about six weeks, and, 
oeowdiBg to Dr. Chi^Kll, does sot d^MMst 
its spawn, or reach I«ibrador, be&ra Ax^tai. 
er Se^teml)^'; whidi anat be a mjtffjp*, u it 
fnmld te &tal to the fiiieiy if tlte^ aoue Bot 
sooner. 

thej 'COTer tiie eor&ce of the ocean &r 
Bules, aid [Tobablj are diiren&oin tfae arctic 
seas bf tbeir enonies, tba wiiales aad other 
feh ; tin cod deTOOZS thorn by mjiiads, and 
the beadMs <}£ Labrador and ISewfinmdland 
ffi?e covered with their bodies to an iacrefible 
^tent. 

A c^i^in s^ooi, sohzde, or shoal, is e^erly 
looked for as the real ooisBenceaKait ci tke 
eod t 
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So deUdons is this little Balmon reckoned, 
that a small keg of them well cured is a pre- 
sent for European friends. The best I ever 
observed were in the Bajr of Chalear, where 
more pains are taken to preserre Uiem. In 
Newfoundland they scarcely care about Ihem, 
and do not think t^em much worth exporting, 
as a whole sackful dried may be had fa* « 
trifle. 

In my note-book I find that the salmo salu-, 
or common salmon, is chi^y caught in these 
regions in Labrador, whence it is a principal 
article of the export trade. In Newfoundland, 
the fisheries are in Gander Bay, White Bay, 
Exploits and Bonavista Bays, witii sereral on 
the western part of the south shore, but the 
island trade is not considerable; and in St. 
John's, fresh salmon is almost as dear and as 
scarce as in London, whilst the cured fish used 
comes from Labrador, — so all-absorbent is the 
cod fishery, on a coast abounding with such a 
variety of edible denizens of the ocean. 

There aie many varieties of this fish her^ 
but little is known respecting their habits. I^ 
Labrador tiiey are taken from June to August, 
in stake nets, placed at the mouths of rivers, in 
bays and harbours, and are E^lit and salted in 
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large tabs, with stones put over them to press the 
pickle in. They are then resalted, and pa(^ed 
in tierces of two hundred pounds each. The 
salmo trutta, salmon trout, and salmo fario^ 
common trout, with a variety called mud trout, 
are also plentiful in rivers and ponds; and the' 
little smelt is taken on some parts of the coast, 
answering to the osmenis eperlanus of Britain. 
Of the genus clupea, c. harengis, the common 
herring is well known, and vast numbers are' 
taken in the Crulf of St. Lawrence, and in all 
the Newfoundland bays. They migrate from 
Europe, in the way ao often desraribed, and 
arrive on these coasts about the b^inniog of 
May, and continue until the end of June. 
Their first appearance is hailed with delight on 
the east coast, about Conception Bay, as they 
are the first bait used for cod; the next being 
the lance, or sand-eel ; the third, the capelin or 
best bait; and the last, the cuttle-fish or squid, 
in the beginning of August.* 

* The lance is a loog thin fish like a sand-eel, and 
is of the eel kind ; it is the amnodytes tobianus. I 
have seen on the banks the sea alive with this little 
creature, puraued by its voracious enemies, and rushing 
to the side of the ship. 

The tquid, or cuttle-fish, is the sepia arctica, or 
Greenlandica ; it is taken at the bottom by lines called* 
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dnpea vcnulis, tibe ilevifc, aod- a 1 
the brattf are oiogfat m tha 6iil£ 

Of edit tk€9C8 ace aBguU* manena, tibe erair 
nwn edy aid Ae oooger (e«^^ unreens ef 
CiivKff). The fomn aie cangbt ia abaosC 
every pond and B(R«Br and Ae iakabhantt 
ptsee ed^bMket», sank ia Iha brooks s£ their 
oodets into 1^ an, tw tikeir ret^tion. I 

jigfpeivt or dsoU* boakK pUeed btck ta huk, wUlb 
lead, ihiiwd like aflah, en tke sIubJe ; aBdwbaleflctte 
of boats may be leen in the beginniDg of August, fisb* 
ing for cuttle-flih, which ttre caught by jerking or 
jigging' the Une. They are wett known, from their 
fluriotu praperty of exuding oaji^ fMd, «nd trwoi tfaa 
uw.towliiGhitft^eUi>aH;liadinp«liaIuag. Handrtds 
of tons of these mollueca are thrown up where tbera 
are beaches by the sea, and produce an intolerable 
stcinch by tiieir decompositiDD ; in foct,tiinmg&aut the 
idsnd, it takes aometlme bafoi««ie's<dfiMlory^ nerves 
can endure tlia variona powerfbl odonm oriaing from 
rotting seal blabber in the oil vats, from deconmoaing 
seab' flesh and cods' he^da, and ofial, used as manures ; 
and it appears yery strange that such a perfect nui- 
sance as that of permittiiig seal blubber and cod oflkl 
to melt into oil in. huge cisterns by solar heat can be 
now endured in a. city numbering twenty thousand' 
inhabitants. Surely these processes, disgusting in the 
extreme, might be carried on in situations away from, 
dwelling houses. The town is unendurable in autumn 
to strangers ; but such is the force of habit, that the 
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have not aem aa^ of the Bpecie» sa closefy per 
sembUog edb, petromyzEU maEimts or fluiii- 
atUis, sea on ziver lanijna^, bBb fadicTe lixey 
are to befrand. 

My notea finnish. me^ in aea-^Bhr withoBt 
attendiDg to legolar daafflGcalniair vitii acme 
of the ptenzonect^^ &9. plalean fiesBBf; die 
floimd^r or dsb of St. Lamtaae^ is aa atemd- 

pcopk, even the geaisy, bccoHe. leconcikd to Uve in 
KB atmoBf here of sUfliiig atink. Now an agricultural 
society is formed, manure of sea-fish bones will be 
used instead of tbe exhausting blubber and cods' 
head in&mirei which impsrerishea the sDi) afber a 
•ewon, is extnmdy e^enam a& will as offiuuive, and 
breeds inoiwierabk flies and maggots, w&idi prey 
upon all vegetable subetaaces. I will only cite one 
year, 1840. I had to sow miray gnden culinary seeds 
four or five times, and even Aen wiAontsoeeess^ rron 
a dmrtmiMg gmb,- which fKefti. cm tba. vitalsi of the 
land ; nay, such waa ttu voracity of insects that there 
was not a currant-bush, not a fiower, not a tree, nor a 
plant oC any kind, which was not nnleaved by them. 
The nnisance of files in St. John's is as bad as Hum- 
bold^s " p^a de las moscast" t^ pl^oe of flies, ia 
the savasaas of tba Orinoco* Thar fitiiy odour is 
worse thaa their numbers, and they devour every- 
thing ; they hybemate, too, and every cupboard and 
crevice of a house are filled by diem in winter, to swarm 
again in spring. The moat intense cold has no elfect 
OB tluB sevenHileepiag race. 
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ant in Labrador, tiiat I have been occupied, 
whibt detained by a fog, in a boat on shore, 
in spearing them as iast as I coold use the 
weapon. The tnrbot (p. maximus) is very 
rare, but the halibut (tia hyppoglassus vul- 
garis of Cuvier) is common enough to embar- 
rass the fishermen, who detest it for the trouble 
it gives. It attuuB an enormous size, and 
when caught by the cod-hook and brought to 
the surface, requires great power to bring it 
aboard. Chappell, I think, states that the 
cruel fishers put a piece of wood across the 
gills, so as to prevent it from sinking, and 
then let it go. They call this spritsail-yuxling 
a halibut. This immense fish is coarse, and 
rarely used, excepting by hungry sailors. The 
sole, I am convinced, notwithstanding the asso*- 
tions of American naturalists, is very rarely 
seen in these seas. The only one Z ever ob- 
served, after many days' fishing in the Gulf, 
was a very small one, dead in the belly of a 
cod. The real plaice, also p. platessa, is either 
not sought after or is rwe, but there is a 
variety sometimes brought in to St. John's, 
strongly resembling it, and the months of all the 
harbours abound with the species. 

It is said that the rays are also common, 
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such as the thomback (raia clarata) and the 
skate (raia batis), bat I ' cannot spefik' from 
observation conc^^ing them, nor of the perches, 
which, howeTcr, abound in the gulf rivers. The 
ponds and streams near inhabited places are 
chiefly tenanted by trout. 

Of the sea fish, I have seen lophius piscato- 
rius, the irog-fish ; and squalus caniculus, the 
dog-fish, dreaded by the people using nets, from 
the mischief it does. It is remarkable for its 
singularly placed mouth. The sharks of this 
tribe abound, and even render the few bathing 
places there somewhat unpleasant. Of these, 
squalus zygaena, the hammer head; carcharius 
maximus, the blue shark; selache maximus, the 
basking shark; carcharius vulgaris, the great 
white or common shark; andc. vulpes, the fox 
or thrasher, are the best observed. The latter is 
a great enemy to the small whales. I have 
seen the little fellow persevere in his attacks 
upon the huge animal, until the whale sprang 
out of the water, and made the sea foam with 
the torment or irritation he endured. 

The little pipe fish (sygnathus typble) I have 
caught upon the banks, as well as exocetus 
mesogaster, the North Atlantic flying-fish; and 
echeneis remora, the sucking fish, is frequently 

VOL. I. T 
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o1>«erred. I lum tlw waCdted with gttiat la- 
totst itt time latifudflfl tlie aMldnitiet of tfa« 
^ot flA (c«)itn»uttas i^tetor) ih Mcifing a 
T«aeel, as ircU as the little rudder fish, whose 
generic Uftme ud ohanctera I hare not been 
able to trace. 

Stalls If will require much time and obaerra- 
tion t» obtain a perfect list of the inhalritents 
of the deep i& these Kjgions, and that too by 
a naturalist better aoqufdnted witii the sub- 
j«;t titan 1 am; for in no part (^ the ocean is 
titere a greater variety, or so much abundance, 
whihft ^e creatures feeding in the great in- 
terior lake! hare yet only been se^ by the 
Indians and for hunters. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

ANtMAt KIBGOOK. — THIRD DIVISION : 

IiraECTS, irOLLtlSCA, CEITSTACEA, AKACHHIDES, 
ASSTLATA, AND ZOOPHYTES. 

It would be k most onerous task for the most 
experienced naturalist to give a catalogue of 
the anfanals embraced in this dirision, which 
inhabit Newfonndland and its seas, — the inte- 
rior being unknown, and the coast difficult and 
dangeKius of access, unless very weU provided 
with pibts and means. 

The mollnsca, or soft animals, are very nu- 
merotis in the w%tera of tin neighbouring ocean, 
and the most varfed family appears to be that of 
the cephalopoda, of which the sepia or cuttle- 
fish is ased as bait by the fishermen, as has 
been already noticed in the last chapter. 

The little argonzitta, or Portuguese man-of- 
war, bdongs to tids class, and is frequently seen 
sailing aboot in Ids tiny boat, with his purple 
T 2 
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sail hoisted, and rowing with his tentacola or 
feelers. Whole fleets, indeed, <^ this ship-like 
fish are sometimes observed near the banks in 
calm weather. If the sea becomes very rongb, 
or they are approached, the sailor within the 
shell draws in all his six oars or arms, concen- 
trates himself in his vessel, and descends. 
Nothing can afford a more interesting sight 
during the Atlantic voyage, than to see these 
singular creatures careering on the tops c^ the 
tiny waves, and even sometimes venturing, 
when the seae are rising, to sport their little 
barks upon them. 

The cephalopoda use their arms for walking 
along the bottom, for seizing their prey, for 
swimming, and for adhering to other bodies. 

Nest come the pteropoda, swimming mol- 
lusca without feet, but which move by means 
of fin-like processes, placed on each side of the 
mouth. They consequently do not adhere to 
other bodies, neither can they crawl along the 
bottom. Of these, clio borealis is best known. 
It rarely exceeds an inch in length, and is a 
little oblong creature, of a membraneous struc- 
ture, with a head composed of two rounded 
lobes, from which the tentacula or swimming 
organs issue. It exists in sufficient numbers 
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to afford food for the toothless whales, with 
clio heliocina, whose hodj ends in a spirally 
conTolut«d tail, and is lodged in a very thin 
shell, which is used as a boat by tiie animal. 
The whale is said to prefer this sort of sea- 
snail. 

Of the family gasteropoda, snail and slug* 
kinds, there are several, both in the seas and 
ponds, and in the earth of Newfoundland, some 
with and others without defensive shells, or 
with only the rudiments of them. 

This is a very large family, and embraces 
many curious and interesting shells ; but such 
is the present paucity of information about the 
interior, the want of beaches on the iron-bound 
shores, and the absence of a collection here, that 
I am unable to give a catalogue even with the 
slightest pretension to accuracy, but may cite 
planorbis, lymnsea, physa, turbo, paludina, 
crepidula, helix, buccinum, patella, and chiton. 

Of the acephala or headless mollusca, pro- 
vided with a testaceous mantle, all the bivalves, 
and some of the multivalves, are members of 
the race, the most important of which is the 
oyster; and in consequence of the want of 
beaches, this is either totally wanting in New- 
foundland, or exists only on the western coasts ;. 
picton, anomia, area, mytilus edulis, the edible 
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moselee, ftbousd in ihe harixmn and roc^ 
^ores; also anodonta, nnio, cardita, avdimn, 
cyelas, tellina, lucina, rei^/mya, Weio, (the 
diip worm, wbich ie very deutructiTe to t^ 
wharfs in the barbonr,) pholM, the ezc4Tator» 
and solen, the razor-fish, which buries itself in 
the sand, and of which I ol)s«)Ted a plentiM 
sapplj on the Bandy beach^ on the Lahrador 
oout ; hiat^k, patdla, and csvpidnla. 

Of the cirriiopoda or iilame&ted m<^usc», 
whose abdominal filtmente answer as feet or 
fins, by which they afQx theoisekee to foreign 
bodie8,'.-^the anstifa uewell biownas adhering 
to bottoms of ships, to roefcs, piks, or^ in diort, 
to aoy mbstances exposed to the tea, as a3«o 
dfiw ihe b^auTU, of which there are many ra- 
rietiee in these aeae. These are both caUed by 
sailors baroaclefl, and they firmly beUere tbcct 
they turn into bamade geeae. 

Of the animalis lu^olata of CuTier, there 
are serpola Epirorbii on the seaweed, serpnla 
rermicnlaris, and s. contortojdieata in abnnd* 
anoe, coverii^ every inanimate thing in ^e 
sea, as well as some shell-fish; t^ebella, thst 
carious anima,! which ionas a tubular hoose of 
gr^ns of sand and minute pieces of broken sev 
shells. 

I pii^Bed Dp (m the Labrador ooeist some most 
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siDgular domiciles of erestnrei of this class, 
fbrnwd exactlj like tt depreued luup gbbe 
mth m orerhangiog broad Up, entirelj of 
grains of inicaoeoDS sojid, irluclj adhered firmly 
fflioagh to enable me to retaore tlu^u on board 
ship, but their fragile natare prevented even- 
tual preservation. 

Tb^ earth-wcnrm, Inmbricos terrestria, ap* 
pears, like the erov, to inhabit all climates; 
it is plentjfal, even in the barren soil near 
St. John's, and there are several ^edes. I do 
not know whether the leeeh, hinido, inhabits 
the ponds, and creeks, and stagnant waters 
here, but I think that the medicinal kind cer* 
tainly will not be found. 

Of the craetacea, or oaloareous shelled arti- 
culated aniaials,Kevfbimdland produces crobe,* 
but none very Ivge on the coasts neaj St. 
John's, being geufarally minute and not edible. 
Lobsters (sstacw manu^) are inniun«rAble 
wherever the shore affords them a retting-plaee, 

*■ Cancer gnwJAtua, aajai cnb, U cosuDoa to all 
these seaA,(uidthepelagicus, or Gi^-ttrewsTeed-crab, 
is a misute ^ecjes seen here occasionally. The caMer 
ArcticuB, and c. pusillus, or North Sea crab ; c. ampulla, 
or bottie crab ; c. augoi, e. pulex, and e. mediisarum, 
an also observed, all minute afiitnals- 
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and 80 little sought after that they are scaicel;- 
thought of sufficient importance to bring to. 
market. The fishermen's wives from Portugal 
Cove and Broad Cove sometimes cany a sack- 
ful to the city vhen they are in season, and 
sell them from a penny to four or five pence 
a-piece, according t» the size, but owing to want 
of precaution in catching them they are gene- 
rally watery and soft. The largest lobst«r I 
ever saw in any part of the world is found 
here, and they are equally plentiful in Chaleur 
Bay, Gaspe Bay, and along the Labrador 
shore, so much so that the capture is effected 
by boys simply thrusting a pointed stick into 
the holes in the rocks^ or under stones. I do 
not think good shrimps are found, although 
astacns (crangon) and palsemon, the conmion 
shrimp, and the prawn, or varieties of tiiem, 
are plentiful. Squillce, and gammarus are 
scarcely separated from these by some modem 
writers, and still less from the cancer tribe. 
The whale feeds greatly on them, and his sto- 
mach is often found full of gaomiarus mysti- 
cetus, the whale shrimp. 

Of the oniscus or wood-louse and whale-louse, 
there are different species, both of the terrene 
and marine kinds, here, and. the lobster has 
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also a parasite which is very troublesome to him, 
nicothoeastaci; indeed almost all the fishes are 
similarly troubled, particularly the salmon, 
with animals peculiar to themselves ; of these 
the cod is sometimes dreadfully infested with 
lenue bronchiatis, a worm two inches long, 
and others are troubled with intestinal ene- 
mies, in the various forms of ascarides, echino 
rhineus, tsenia, and sipunculus lendix. 

I shall not attempt to enumerate the fami- 
lies of arachnides found in this island, as I am 
am wholly unacquainted with their varieties. 
They are, however, extremely numerous; 
otherwise we should be devoured by the flies, 
which are, even by their aid, kept under with 
difficulty in houses near the fishing establish- 
ments. 

For a simUar reason the attempt to cata- 
logue or describe the entomological division 
INSECTA, as found in this island, would prove a 
failure ; and I have to observe that this omission 
will be of the less moment, as a gentleman 
quite competent ta the task has been residing 
here for nearly two years, whose profession is 
that of a naturalist, and who has been sent by 
the Swedish government for the purpose of 
collecting materials in this island, and the 
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oeij^bourbood, to fom a work upon zocAogyt 
asd all tbe snbjecte connected with mtoreA 
history. I andnrstuid the entonwdogy of New- 
foimdlaad is v^ rich in rum kinds. 

I 6haU therefore loerely xexoatk that I hare 
observed only sooie di&rent ^teoiet of cocci- 
neUiadn, ladybird* ; some of the htcuetiads, or 
diurnal gTasdiq>per3; an inuues^e Tariety of 
those destroctiTe microscopic iosecte the ^i- 
dise, which, in the giuomer of 1840, attacked 
every green thing that had a bracxih, and so 
thickly covered the stems and leaves of th9 
vegetable marroTr plant as to destroy its vi- 
tality. 

The cocciadn were not lees numerons, and 
really devoured the thruba and currant bushes, 
prderring the red kind to the black, and co* 
vering and destroying all the rose bushes. 

Of the neujoptera, I have eeen some fine 
specimens of libeUulada or dragon-flies about 
tbe streams. In bymenoptera, there are a few 
fonniciadsB or ants, bat not nearly so uumerous 
as in Canada, nor so large nor courageous. 

Wasps are more plentiiiU* and build thei; 
pear-shaped nests of a substance resembling 
whited brown pap^, as large as a man's headf 
in the trees. The solitary and eocial bees^ 
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The caterpillars in Bombjciadss and Arc- 
tiada are very numerous and destructive, 
particnlarlj arctia actector, the autumnal 
veb; as well as in uoctuadse, those pests to a 
garden, the u. primordens, or cut-wono, and, 
in geometradie, the canker-worm. 

In fact, such is the abundance of cater* 
pillars, or insects under that form, that gardens 
are sometimes planted thrice, and even more, 
before the plants can be grown ; and the turnip, 
fly and cabbage-fly cause constant trouble and 
failure in the crops. 

The dipterous insects are also great nui- 
sances here, from the mosquitoes (culicidae) 
down to the gnat, and from the horse-fly 
through a legion of species generated by putrid 
fish and seal's offal.* 

This imperfect sketch must be concluded 

* On the poplar trees, Lombard^ poplar, in my 
gsrdcD, last year, was an insect of a very peculiar 
kind, black, about as large as a small ladybird, vitfa- 
out vings, and with a long body and small head. I 
Delected to gather it until too late, as I vas watching 
its transfonnation ; but> on seeking it, it was shrivelled ; 
when touched, it iastaaUy struck many milk-wbite 
dots all over its back, and then smelt so intolerably of 
creosote as to render it very offensive ; perhaps it is 
the larva of a species of chrysonela populi. 
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with such of the radiated animals, as have 
been observed here. 

Of these astetias spinasos, the sea-star; 
echinus granulatus, the sea-egg, hedgehog, or 
urchin ; scut«Ua pentaphora and trifaria, the 
shield-shell, I have picked up several, either 
here, or on the Labrador shore. 

In t^e acalepha class, the sea-nettle (me- 
dusa), or sea-blubber, is also common, and of 
the polypi, actinia, madrepora, and spongia, 
are in existence; the latter was found, how- 
ever, in the bay of Chaleur.* 

* Mr. Anspach, Id fais work on Newfoundland, 
mectioDS the s€a aoemoDe, that beautiful plant like a 
zoophj^te, which he found in the Bay of Bulls. It re- 
sembled a coUecliou of long leaves issuing from the 
surface of a small rock near the shore, which is always 
under water; they were of a bright straw colour, with 
streaks and spots of green regularly and irregularly 
distributed. If touched with anything, they imme- 
diately contracted towards a centre and closed, so as 
lo resemble a closed flower of the shape of a truncated 
cone. This was exhibited amidst a bed of the water- 
bottle sea-weed. Attempts were made to secure the 
prize— always, however, fruitlessly ; the rock was laid 
bare, drilled with boles by a sharp iron borer, and 
every means taken to discover the retreat of the 
zoophyte. In a few days after these operations, the 
animal plant again flowered, moved its leaves, both 
separately or in portions at will, and exhibited all its 
vigour and beauty. 
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the plant attaskei, in the morning. Buckets 
fiill of them in a large garden may be thus 
gathered. It prefers the white kidney bean to 
the dark, the red, or the spotted kind. It 
devours it entirely when yonng, as well as - 
mustard or cress, lettuce, onion seed, radishes, 
etc, and destroys the broad or Windscnr bean 
by cutting its stalk near the ground. It does 
not touch the pea much, but luxuriates on the 
tender potato plant, the vegetable marrow, 
pumpkin, and young cabbage plant, of all 
vrhich it speedily leaves no vestiges. 

The turnip fly attacks also the parsnip and 
carrot, and the full-grown cabbage. 



CA. 
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CHAPTER VII. 
VEGETABLE KINGDOM. 



The botany of this island and of Labrador 
is as imperfectly known as the zoology, and as 
it is, indeed, almost unexplored, the chapter 
upon the plants of Newfoundland must neces- 
sarily be short, and left to iiiture experience 
to enlarge upon ; the object being, at present, 
more to draw attention to the natural history 
, of a region less known than any other portion 
of the British empire, than to affect to be very 
wise upon a variety of subjects. 

The distinctive scientific names, as far as 
possible, have been given to most of the sub- 
jects in natural history throughout this sectioni 
less with any view of pretending to deep ac- 
quaintance with so many and such various 
branches of knowledge, than to clear the path 
and to act as pioneer to the future historian 

VOL. I. u 
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in this untrodden wilderness ; and for the same 
reasons not much attention has been paid to 
consecutive ckssification, as the matters hare 
been dealt with as they occurred at the mo- 
ment, to ^w the capabilities of this new 
region. 

Newfoundland differs in no great degree, 
howerer, excepting so far as its iasularity 
would warrant us to expect, from the neigh- 
bouring continent, in the development of its 
regetable kingdom. The trees on the eastern 
and southern coasts are smaller tJian those of 
the adjacent mainland, but reach a consider- 
able size on the westward, north-east, and in 
the interior, and the soil and climate produce 
with the same profusion and rapidity many of 
the berry-bearii^ shrubs. 

That trees are thiokly sown and attain a 
respectable size, notwithstanding all assertion 
to the contrary, is evinced by the fact that 
the fine class of brigs navigating between the 
jQoth€f country and the island, are, in most 
instances, built in the province, from timber 
produced in it ; the tacmahac or larch being 
chiefiy used, and the only foreign stuff required 
being planking, which is obtained at a cheaper 
rate from the continent than can be procured 
here. 
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Without foUoiriiig any definite arrangement, 
it will now be our business to examine the 
forest, and observe what trees are produced 
there in sufficient abundance for economic 
purposes. 

Of the coniferte family, the most prominent 
members are the spruces,* of which pinus bal- 
samea, the Canada balsam spruce, is one of 
the principal, which reaches, here, in many 
places, the usual height of its species, or about 
thirty feet. It is easily recognised in the 
woods by its spire-like form, and the feathery 
nature of its foliage. It is not, however, of 
much use as a timber. Its balsam is a gum 
exuding from the bark, and is a vulnerary as 
well as a varnish. The varnish, when applied 
on deep water-colour drawings, gives them the 
appearance of oil paintings. 

The pinns nigra or black spruce, is also not 
a very large tree, neither in Canada nor in this 

■ The white spruce was seen by FraDklin in 68° 53' 
N.L., teveii Teet in circumference at four feet from the 
ground { this tree, the larch, the poplar birch, and wil- 
low, appear to brave the rigours of winter in high lati- 
tudes beUer than any other plants. Currant bushes ie 
full vigour were seen near the mouth of the M'Kenzie 
in 69*=' N. L. 

02 
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countr;, but attains a considerable size on the 
west coast, about St. George's Pond and the 
Bay of Islands. It is used here for fences, 
posts,* and other small work, as well as in 
ship building in parts not exposed. From its 
boughs or sprays, essence of spruce, in Canada, 
and spruce beer, the common beverage here, 
are made. The process is very simple, consist- 
ing of nothing more than boiling the sprays 
and smaller branches, iadding molasses and 
yeast, and letting the whole ferment for a day 
or two. 

When bottled and kept, this liquor forms a 
very pleasant summer drink, but the European 
palate requires to be accustomed to it. There 
can be no doubt that it is highly salutary to 
persons living so mudi on salt fish as the 

" Fences bere are made in two modes: onei bj 
placing picketo, or small sticlu, close alongside of each 
other, with the ends in the ground, and then nailing a 
riband over the whole, at about two feel, or so, from the 
top ; these fences are called, in " the Ternacular," 
picket-fences ; they do not last long, aa the pine rots 
near the ground. The other mode is to set up a strong 
stick ever; eight or ten feet, and then to nail three or 
four longer ones of less diameter to them ; this is 
called a longer fence, and the poles of spruce are 
called " longers." 
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farmereand fiahermen here do,' and no respect- 
able farm-house should ever be without it, the 
only expense"^ being that of the molasses and the 
time^requii^ to make the beverage. About 
ten'gallons of good, spruce beer may be manu- 
factured for half a dollar, or'a little ntore than 
two shillings. ' . 

' The pinus alba or white spruce, is very 
abundant, and grows to* a good size on the 
western coast, abd even oh the south-east, in 
the' interior, from nine to eleven miles from 
the ■ sea, for wherever settlement has taken 
effect along the eastern and southern shores, 
trees have vanished very speedily; a respect- 
able sized log is not now to be had nearer than . 
nine mUes from St. John's. This gives the 
country a very naked aspect; and one Writer 
on it says, the first impression on seeing the 
dUtrict round the capital is, that it has been 
mowed with a giant's scythe. Fires in the 
woods in dry summers are also very frequent, 
owing to the carelessness of the settlers and 
wood cutters, and devastate whole* regions 
covered by. trees, producing so' inflammable a 
material as those of the pine tribe do. 
Nothing can exceed the grandeur of these 
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fires; we saw them on approaching Concep* 
taoD Bay, and after landing a magnificent 
scene was developed, by two of these fires 
having occurred a few miles from St. John's. 
The colmnns of dense smoke, of a sickly yellow 
hue in places, and again nearly hlack, filled 
the air; and the season being the latter 
sommer, when the son was very powerful, the 
appearance of the citj and harbour of St. 
John's, from Signal Hill, elevated five hnndred 
feet above, was very picturesque, — the trailing 
column of smoke hanging over it, on its slow 
progress westward to the ocean, as though it 
was a vast pall, whilst the son, round as the 
shield of Nerval, peered with a bloody and 
tiireatening hue through the curtain of vapour, 
shorn of all its beams. 

This species of fir or spruce is largely emt- 
ployed in Newfoundland in shingles or wooden 
slates (if we may use the term) for covering 
roofe, for staves for fish and oil barrels, and 
for many of the builder's uses. About St. 
John's, however, it does not furnish wide 
planking, and is there employed for narrow 
flooring boards, and weather or clap boarding. 
When used in making oil barrels, the bung- 
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hole stave is usually formed of oak, and mauy 
fish barrels are constructed by cutting down 
flour ca^ into what ai% then termed (Lnims. 

The white spruce roots, in their tough, slen- 
der fibres, are used to sew the bark of the canoe 
of the vmfogeur. 

The consumption of all the spruce tribe in 
the formation of fishing stages, or places to dry 
the fish on, is enormous; as, in consequence 
of nature having denied this iron-boimd shore 
the necessary beaches, man has been obliged to 
substitute stages or platforms, which are very 
iugenioQsly formed along the steep descents of 
the hills on the edges of harbours, by using 
upright stakes of great length, and attaching 
others from the hill side to them, and then 
covering the platform thus formed in ribs 
longitudinally with the boughs and brandies 
of the pines. To a stranger, and especially a 
female, the task of walking over these impend- 
ing stages, often the only path, appears a very 
n^^ous one, as the boughs are not placed 
dose, nor wattled in, but left separated as much 
as possible, to admit the passage of air to the 
underside of the drying fish. Yet habit has 
rendered the employed as active on these frail 
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floors as if they were upon the closest boarded 
decks. - . 

I think the dwarf, pinus riipestris, or Bank- 
siaaa gray, pine, is found, bat not in quantity, 
at least on the east coast.* 

Of the pitch pine, red and white pine, I 
cannot say much, but that thd pinus rubra, or 
Newfoundland red pine, is indigenous, grows 
commonly thir^ feet high, (wd they all exist 
on the west and notth east cbasts. Though not 
grotring,' perhaps, to that gigantic size which 
they attain in Canada, yet very large trees 
have been brought to St. John's by the navy 
in former times, and are still found in great 
plenty by the ship builders. In fact, it is 
supposed that fully one half of the twenty, 
species of American pines grow in Newfound- 
land. 

* Pious Banksiaiia, or Labrador scrub, or gray pioe, 
sometimes grows only eight feet high in rocky exposed 
places, and perfectly mats the soil ; it, however, attaiDB 
a good size in favourable looaUties, but Lambert aayt 
its kuotttDess renders it unilt for masta. It is called 
cypress, and used for canoe timbers by the Canadian 
TOyageurs. The porcupine feeds on its bark, and it 
grows even in the high latitudes of M'Kenzie's river.'' 
—Riehardton't Appendix to FratiMUn't Narrative. 
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Finus penidiUo;, the bla6k larch, pious mi- 
crocarpa, the red larch, both call^' tacm^ac 
or tamarac, the larix Americana of Michaux, 
are the moat iweful of the island forest trees. 
The timber of the black larch is very solid, 
strong, and lasting; a&d I am told, by very 
competent and credible persons, that, spars fit 
to. mast a la^ merchantman exist in plenty 
on the coast about the Bay of Islands. It is, 
however, very heavy, and therefore whenever 
the spruce is found of equal size, it is pre- 
ferred for the masts and yards of the brig* 
and schooners built in Newfoundland. 

There is a very, fine brig" building now at 
St. John's, prificipally from the timber pro- 
duced in the island; and the knees, or bent 
pieces, are formed by the great roots and stems, 
being very strong and durable. Everything 
but the planking of this vessel, is the growth 
of Newfoundland, and the plank is only used 
of foreign growth, because there are no saw 
mills, nor great demand here for that form of 
material; thus rendering continental boards 
and planks cheaper, and more easily obtained. 

This wood is always called juniper by the 
shipwrights here, but has no affinity, as already 
observed, with the true juniper, which in its- 
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tree state, U the red cedof of America, (jtmi- 
penis Virginiana) abundant in Upper Canada, 
and well known for its nearly indestructible 
and od(n«ns wood. 

We liave mentioned tlie shmb jxmipenB and 
their ojses. They are very abundant in New- 
foundland. 

The iron or leTer-wood (oatrya Virginica) 
exists on stony lands. It is known by its 
hop-like flower, or fruit ; and there are some 
of the carytns tribe, resembling the American 
faazle, with elm-tike leaves. 

I have not seen any oak, or uiy of the 
qnercns family. The beech ia also rare, as 
well as the elm ; but I am told that a species 
of maple grows near the Bay of Bulls, though 
I cannot say that in any of my forest runbles 
I have yet seen any of the acers. 

The pyrus Americana, or American moun- 
tain ash, is very common in some situations, 
and grows to about fifteen or twenl^ feet high. 
Its well-known scarlet berries are greedily de- 
voured by the birds, the buds and bark have 
the taste of bitter almonds from the acid con- 
tained, and which it is stated rendras ^em fit 
for making noyeau. 

The birches, betnla ezcelsa, b. glandulosa, 
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b. lenta, b. populifoUa, and b. rubra, — ^the 
ydlow, shmbby, black, white, and red birch — 
are all fonnd, and some kinds are very com- 
mon ; bnt I have not traced b. papynwea, or 
the true larg^ canoe bark, birch of Canada, 
which must, however, exist, as the Red Indian 
■had it for his canoe, and used its inner bark, 
as Well as that of the spruce, for bread. 

The balsam poplar (populus balsamiferus), 
the trembling, or ashen-leaf, (p. tremuloides,) 
are inhabitants of the Newfoundland forest, 
and p. dilatata, the Lombardy poplar, flou- 
rishes pretty well in the gardens. 

The salix, or willow family,* as might be 
supposed in a country abounding in streams and 
moisture, thrive well, and attain a large size. 

IKjg-wood (comua Canadensis), also attains 
some size for a bush, and is very plentifiil. 

* The willow near the Arotio circle only grows a 
few inches high, but there Dr. Richardson found a 
hundred and seventy species of pheenogamous, or 
flowering plants ; the grasses, peats, and rushes, sprang 
up everywhere, and the cruciferous, or cress tribes, 
were very numerous ; the shrubs were also juniper, 
two species of willow, dwarf birch, common alder, 
hippophie, a gooseberry, the red bearberry, Labrador 
tea plant, the Lapland rose (rhododendron kapporicam) 
whortle berry, crowberry, oxyria, orsoval, &c. 
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I have aot yet seen.tte myrtus 9«rifera, or 
candleb^y wax mjttle, which is so abuodaat 
in the St. Lawrence within the influence of the 
sea air, and yields an inflammable substance 
clotely resembling irax, but hare been in- 
formed that it does grow in Newfoundkbd. 
The myrica gale, or Dutch myrtle, commonly 
called in Canada sweet gale, from its fragrance, 
is one variety." 

The Canadian yew (taxus Canadensis), a 
recumbent shrub, sometimes of a considerable 
size and spread, is mixed here with the re- 
cumbent juniper, which it much resembles, and 
bears white or dark berries according to its 
Tarieties. 

I cannot say whether the hop (humulus 
lupulus) is a native of the country, but it is 
very common near all gardens, and thrives ex- 
tremely well. 

The shepherdia Canadensis, a spreading 
shrub, so common on the coasts of the St. Law- 
rence, is also found here. It bears a red 
berry,' sheds its leaves, which are ovate, acute, 
light green with brown spots, and silvery hairs 
on the under surface. 

The rose, of which three species, according 
to " Hooker's Flora,"' are natives, is very 
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"beautifiil in this countrj, from the profusion 
in which it grows. The small, shruhhy, 
Hudson's Bay Taxiety (rosa blanda), with 
its slender, purple-red branches, covers the 
vicinity of streams.. The rosa parviflora, or 
little rose, with its armed yellow branches, re- 
sembles the dog-rose of England, and enamels 
the open places in summer. The moss, and 
other varieties of cultivated roBes, such: as~ the 
damask, maiden's blush, and Provence rose, 
thrive very well in the gardens'. The sweet 
brier, so common in Upper Canada, only grows 
as an introduced plant. 

The moose-wood, or heather-wood shrub, 
{dirca palustris,) produces yellow flowers and 
a small yellow berry; it is so flexible, and its 
bark so strong, that it serves infinitely better 
than withes for tying packages, or for other 
purposes, where rope is not to be had. 

Of the evergreens there are many kinds in 
Newfoundland and Labrador, the most cele- 
brated being' the Labrador tea plant (ledum 
latifolium), which sometimes grows three feet 
high. Its leaves are oblong, replicate on the 
margin, of a brownish green above, and iron- 
rust colour beneath, five stamens equal in 
length to the corolla. Its habitation is in 
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■wamps, with which the conntiy abotmds, and 
it 18 nwd hy the Indians and hunters chieflj. 
There is also another -vaxieby (ledum palostre), 
distingniihed by having ten stamens longer 
than the corolla, and \>j being of homUer 
growth. Its leaves are rather narrower than 
the former, and, instead aS being folded back 
on the edges, they are doubled or rolled over. 
It is very common in marshy places.* The 
grotmd laurel (epigeea repois) is also a low 
running shrub, with leaves nearly two inches 
in length on long stalks, rough, leathery, and 
of an ovate form, and shining. Its white, fra- 
grant flowers grow at the ends of the branches. 

* CaaiiDi, who visited the island of St. Pierre, in 
1768, on « Bcientifio mission concerning the longitude, 
Mjs that the tea plant resembles the French rosemary, 
and was the most common plant on that island ; they 
had another they called " annise," and used both as 
infusions in boiling water ; Cassini liked the " annise" 
the best of the two. Chinese tea is so cheap now that 
very few, eicepting the Indians and old settlers, use 
the Labrador tea, which is a poor substitute. It ia 
boiled over night, and being thus well steeped, is used 
wnrm next morning, and is said to be very wholesome 
and pleasant by those who lilce it or are obliged to use 
it. The ledum palustre was found nniversally spread 
near the Arctic circle by Richardson, and supported 
the party for some time with tripe de roche, or rock 
tripe. 
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It thriTes best in rocky, dry sitoatitms amongst 
the lofty hills. 

The kalmia family is reiy plentiinlly dis- 
persed, pfuticolaiiy k. angostifdia, or the 
narroTT-leaved, and k. glanca, or glaucous kal- 
mia, both beaatifnl evergreens, nearly two 
feet high, the latter being usually the least. 
It loves swampy ground. The beantiiul clus- 
ters of red flowers on the former, and the 
paler rose-coloured ones in the latter, strike 
the eye of the observer, in his country walks, 
almost everywhere. 

The rhodora, with its crimson crowns, and 
the andromeda, are occasionally seen in the 
same localities. 

There ia an immense variety rf recumbent 
and trailing evergreens. The black crow- 
berry (empetrum nigrum), with its matted 
and intertwisted branches, with a &uit like 
elderberries, grows near the sea. Amongst 
this class of winter greens, the oxycoccus fa- 
mily are numerous. 0. macrocarpus, or cran- 
berry, a trailing evergreen; o. palustris, the 
small cranberry, alap a trailer, both love 
swamps amidst the mosses. Some of the dryas 
tribe have also been seen. 

The berry-bearing shrubs form one of the fea- 
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tores of the country ; they dothe every swamp 
and every open rocky tract. They, in fact, 
■carpet the soil in desert places. Of these, the 
whortleberry family (vaccinium), have many 
kinds : — v. resinonim, black whortleberry ; 
V. corymbosum, tall whortleberry; v. uligi- 
nosum, the blea, or blue berry; the hurtle- 
berry, or, as they are all called, the hurt, 
prefer swampy places. The v. Pennsylvani- 
cum, or black-blue whortleberry, affects drier 
ground aiid rocky situations. 

The cowberry (v. ritis idsea) is a small-, 
■creeping evergreen, with a red irnit, pleasant 
to the sight, but not so good to eat as the 
above. 

The partridge berry (gualtheria procum- 
bens) is also abundant. Indeed, the wUd and 
desert solitudes of these regions are amply sup- 
plied with the food of birds and of the berry- 
eating animals ; and this amazing fecundity is 
turned to some account by man, as the ber- 
ries -are now an article of export, both from 
Labrador and Newfoundland. But the epigsea 
repens, May-flower, or trailing arbutus, is onfe 
of the most beautiful flowering plants of the 
country. 

Equally with the continental provinces, the 
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forests of Newfoimdland produce, spontaneously^ 
tberaspberry(iTibusstrigo3U3} and strawberry, 
and a small kind of prickly gooseberry. Tbe 
currant grows well in the gardens, particularly 
the black kind. 

The Kentish cherry thrives with care at St. 
John's. I have seen one garden in which the 
trees were sheltered by adjacent fences, where 
they attained a very large size, and produced 
an abundant crop. As a wall-fruit, the cherry 
does not do sowell, probably from the intense 
heat of summer, and the counteracting winter 
frosts. Of the wild kinds of trees called cher- 
ries, the prunus serotina, or choke cherry, is 
.the most abundant, and attains some height in. 
favoorable situations. It forms a very orna- 
mental tree in gardens. The bunches of minute 
yellowish-white fragrant flowers are followed by 
long pendulous grape-like fruit, placed on a 
stalk in a manner resembling currants, first of 
a dark red, and when ripe of a black colour, 
pleasant, but astringent to the taste, and de- 
voured greedily by the birds. The stone is 
about half as large as that of an English 
cherry, and with the fruit contains so much 
Prussic acid as to give a high flavour to spirits^ 
VOL. I. I 
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•nd to make the beet dunylffaiidj. The bark 
a]so contains mnch of the acid, is yery smooth, 
and of a slaty 'brown c<donr. It is occasiMt- 
ally used as a vulnerary in Canada, wha« the 
tree is very common also. I have several in 
my garden, bat the pe(^Ie here have a [seju- 
dice agfunst the fruit. 

The pmnns Pennsylvaniea, or sma& red 
cherry, is found, bnt I have not seen actoally 
indigenous q>ecimaia; the only one I know of 
being in my garden. Ilie frnit is very acid. 
The bark yields a fine reddish gun in great 
plenty. 

The pmnns depressa is a very low shrnb, 
with a small black oneatable &iut. 

The wild plnm, pmnos Americana, is a de- 
mzen of the woods, but, as far as I can learn, 
not very common. The plmn, dams(m, and pear 
do not thrive well in the gardens, probably from 
the want of due care and cultivation ; nether 
does the apple, although there are occasionally 
some of the green and Irown varieties seen in 
St. John's. 

Thepymsmelanocarpa, or black pyrus, is a 
small shrub with dark green shining leaves, 
and white flowers tinged with red, and pro- 
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dnciog a very sharp astringtot litUe black 
fruit.* 

The thorn or hawthorn is also found, and 
liedges of the English vliite&oni or May have 
been introduced, and would thriTe extremely 
well if it were not for the great difficulty at- 
t^dant upon their protection from cattle and 
goats. In winter these fences are exposed also 
to plunder, as no wood grows near tile city, 
and the really heavy cost of fencing appears 
so lightly yalned, that no law has hitherto 
been made to protect them, though every boy 
who takes his dogs to the woods to draw home 
fuel on a sledge or catamaran, as it is called, 
707 unceremonionsly wrenches a stick or so 
out of the first fence in his way, and will even 

* The aspen, the alder (commoD), and the elm and 
beech, are all, according to Aupacb, natives of thi* 
island. The a«pen, poplar, and the alder, certainly are 
plentiful in some parts of the country, but I have 
never yet seen the elm or the beech, excepting ulmui 
moDtaoa, the vych hazel, or elm, which ■■ very ez- 
teutively tued in frames of vessels and in the prin- 
cipals of roofs. It works smooth, is tough, and very 
strong and lasting, and grows all over the island. The 
frame of the fine vesael, Mary Hounsell.. built this year 
at St. John's, was cut on Belleisle, in Conception 
Bay. 

X2 
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deliberfttelj cut down a whole paimel or lengthy 
if there is a better road to be had through a 
field than the codudoq highway. 

Having thus briefij noticed the useful trees 
and shrubs, it will take us but little trouble to 
meution those plants of a more humble charac- 
ter within our reach, which eith^ administer 
to that English necessity, comfort, adorn the 
desert here, or ornament the garden. 

Cucumbers and the vegetable marrow are 
raised without much difficulty, and I have suc- 
ceeded by care in rearing even the tender to- 
mato. The melon is also reared, but from the 
transitions of the dimate will not stand the 
open ground so well as in Upper Canada, and 
is very expensive in manure. 

Potatoes thrive everywhere, and from one 
rowan potato, cut into pieces, I have had a 
crop of one hundred and eight good-sized 
tubers. Cabbages, cauliflowers, brocoli, let- 
tuce, spiuach, cress, the American evergreen 
cress, which tastes like water-cress, beet, par- 
snips, carrots, peas of all kinds, Windsor bean, 
kidiiey and French beans, and thyme, mint, sa- 
vory, in short, all the British culinary plants 
and herbs, grow as well here as in Canada. 
The garden strawberry and raspberry of every 
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variety thrive without more than the usual 
care. 

Amongst the ornamental flowering plants, 
native to the countiy, and introduced in gar- 
dens, is the guelder-rose-leaved spinea, which 
much resembles the guelder rose, only that its 
white flowers are more spread and open. There 
are also other spiiEea, as tomentosa, and salici- 
folia. Of the common stingless nettle, urtica 
Canadensis, there axe many pretty varieties. 
In the tribe of lilies (lilium), Solomon in all 
his ^ory exceeded not the beauty of those 
produced in this unheeded wilderness. Lilium 
Philadelphicom is almost the same in appear- 
ance as the common orange lily. L. superbum 
ornaments some of the ponds, and is orange with 
dark blue spots. L. Canadense also grows in wet 
places, and has a loose collection of yeUow or 
reddish flowers, maculated darkly. The iris or 
wild flag (iris versicolor) is a superb flower 
here, and very common, its rich blue dotting 
every marshy place in the flowering season. 
Sisyrinchium anceps, or the blue-eyed grass, 
also assists the rich display. 

Of the violets, I can only say they are very 
common, but not odorous like their European 
congeners. There is also the eiythroniom 
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Amoictinun, or jrellow dog's-tooth, in shsdy, 
wet woods ; and of the heart's-eases I can only 
observe, tiiat when mce they get into the 
garden it is diiBcalt to get rid of tiiem. 

In CMiTaUaria, there is bifolia or StJooum's 
seal, umbellata, uid striata, or the star^ower, 
<Hie growing in dry, the other in wet soil; tri- 
fdia or tiiree-leaved, in swampy places, and 
racemosa «- great Scdomoa's seal, with its sickly 
green flowers and red berries. 

The lily of the valley (draoeena borealis), 
which is sometimes olassed amutgst the ctmrat- 
laria, also rears its modeet head, and is here in- 
troduced into the gardots, in which it flourishes. 
Jacob's ladder, sniilaz pedaneularis, with its 
globe-like cOTcoial, and succeeding cluster of 
small dark berries, may be easily recognised in 
the mar^y boga-, when bruised, it emits a very 
ungular and nn[deBsuit eceut. 

Trillium pictum, or the painted herb, is a 
Tery common flower in the woods. The flower, 
whidi is <m a low stalk, between three leaves, 
is white, with a pretty red mark near t^e 
bottom.* 

* Asclepiu Syriaca, Indian hemp, or milk veed, is 
K loTely wild flover, and yibuniiim opulus, or oiy- 
coociu, tbc tite craDberry, which hu bunches of white 
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Tbs woods also produce sarsafurUla, (aralia 
meduisulis,) the naked root t^wMchis so valued 
a me(ticine. 

The ccdnjolHite, (iqnilc^ Ciuiadeofiis,) is a 
wild flower ha<e, growing abundantly. I have 
seen the oo^iq), (calthea palu&tris, ) Imt only ui 
mj gardeai, when I beliere it to be wild. The 
hatim-cup (ranuncnlns acris) is in every mea- 
dow; ani, ofthenymphnceafthereisodorata, 
the wMte pond-4ily, and. nnphar adveoa tiie yet- 
low water-lily. Althna officinalis, the marsh 
maUow, grows very lai^e, aad &me of the saxi- 
Irages or rock herbs are found. Of the genm 
Iribe are sevoal arms, the purple, upright, 
etc; and in die [totraitillafunily are numerous 
Tkrieties, livalliiig those of Canada, p. argen- 
tea, or sDver &v«-fingers. Canadensis, five-fin- 
jered fdmt, Norwegioa, dnquefoil, etc. 

Lupinis per^mis, the wild liqune, attains a 
vast size when cultivated, as Is the case widi 
all tiie legnnunosa here. I have seldom ob- 
served a finer flower. In my garden it is a 
perfect boah, some feet in he^t. 

flowers succeeded l^ bunches «f oval, rosy, red berries, 
is a splendid plant; and the humble bat beautiful 
EpilDbtum family are richly spread both in Mewfonad- 
kiid and in LaluBdor, 
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Of the false acacia, a plant flonrishitig every- 
vhere in Upper Canada, (robinia pseudacacia), 
the locust tree, I have seen bat one plant, uid 
that carefully protected in a pleasure ground. 

N^atnral clover, tnfoUam arvense, pratense, 
and repens, the field, the red, and the white 
kinds, are common, and the vetch (vicia), both 
in Nerrfonudland and on the Labrador sh(are, 
covers the sandy banks near the sea to such an 
' extent, that vessels on the latter coast requir- 
ing fodder, send their boats ashore to gather^ 
this rich natural crop ; and sheep, in ^e neigh- 
bourhood of St. John's, are turned loose to a 
desert place near the Cape Spear Lighthouse, 
to fatten on it. Wood sorrel, oxalis acetosella, 
the false heath, Hudsonia ericoides, linum 
Virginiannm, abound; and the wild flax, the 
cockle sand- wort, chick-weed, carpet-weed, knot- 
weed, joint-weed, bind-weed, are also common 
enodgL 

But (^ all the natural prodnctions of the 
swamps none is more singnlar than the water- 
bearer, pitcher-plant, or side-saddle flower, 
Sarracenia purpurea, so named after Dr. Sar- 
razin of Quebec, which is an herbaceous peren- 
nial. Its leaves are tubular or pitcher-shaped, 
and are always filled with about a wine glass- 
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fill of the purest water, in whicli many insects 
find a grave, and as the receptacles are lined 
with inverted hairs, preventing escape, it is 
probable that these insects contribnte to the 
food of the plant.* The flower is purplcj large, 
and handsome. 

The azalea, or honeysuckle, is said to grow 
wild, but I have hitherto observed it only in 
gardens ; neither of tibe rhododendron nor rose- 
bay can I speak otherwise at present. The 
rhodora Canadensis, or false honey-sucUe, is 
however found here. 

Amongst the campanola, or bdl-flowa^, 
there are several rich varieties, as aparinoides, 
or prickly campanula, perfoliata, or clasping, 
and rotundifolia, or the pretty hare-bell. We 
have also the dock, the plantaio, and burdock, 
etc. Several species of asters and carduces; 
the latter sometimes pretty, but, like allthistles, 
aie very troublesome; and the well-known 

* Antpacb observes that the flower, shaped like a 
lady's saddle, is surrounded with a vast number of 
pitchers, the lids of which espaad or shut according 
to the necessities of the plant, &c. ; these pitchers are 
of so strong a texture that they bear heat enough for 
some minntes to boil the water in tbem. 
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yifJitt^ltnMi iiagy covers tiie borders (tf Troods 
and open i^aoes. Tike little "wee bonny daisj" 
is rery eoaamoa near gardens and fidds, and 
has probably been introdnced witii hay and 
clover seeds. 

Helianthus tnberosns, the Jensalon arti- 
cboke, and other t^the snn-flower fiunily, thrive 
well, some of the dwarf kind being wild. The 
dwarf danddion (leontodon taraxacom) is one 
of the most difficuH of the garden and field 
weeds to eradicate here ; I have seem a bay-fidd 
literally white with it when in seed. Its root 
is sold at St. John's, in spring, by children 
who gather it in the gudens and fields, and in 
tlie absence of otiier fresh v^etaUes, after a.' 
long winter, it is much rdished as a salad. The 
birds which live on groundsel (senecio) are 
well provided with it here. 

The golden rod (gdidf^o) of many kinds 
thrives, as does the tansey (tanasetom). I 
think I have mentioned the dog-wood, but not 
the maple guelder rose (vibumam acaifoliam) ; 
the latter, however, is, as far as I know, oidy 
seen in gardens. The asdepias or milk-weed 
is common. 

Of the convolvulus family are several species^ 
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such as stans, dwarf, mornii:^ glory, smdsepicuin^ 
fidd bindweed. Tliefox^loTe(digitaUa) grows- 
spleodidlj in the gardens, and is also wild. The 
field tiijme (cEnopodiom vnlgare) scents the 
banks in many ^aoes, as well as that species 
of Oolliusonia called horse balm, and mentha- 
borealis (horse miht) ; nepets, or cat-mint, is 
abundant. 

In sheltered gardens all the common Eng- 
li^ flowers thriTe, and even tiie dahlia, by 
covering its roots in winter, does very well. In 
&ct, most <^ the flowers are larger and more 
spread than their originals, althoi^ perhaps 
not so odorous. The rockets are truly splen- 
>did. In genial the perennials, it may be ob- 
serred, do better than annuals, as the summer 
seascm is short, and (^n delayed in its com* 



The maiden hair (adiantnm pedatum) is a 
little tratlii^ plant, seeking sheltered places, 
and is one of the most beautiful of the family 
oi filioes, or fems. It bears a little fruit, 
white, and like an ant's ^g, which contains 
so much saccharine matter as to be Insdously 
sweet whoa made into a jam or preserve. It 
is occasionally brought to families here by the 
girls who foUow the berry-picking trade; but 
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is preserved, and not osed for capUlaire, as 
in Canada. The enake-root is said to be com- 
mon, by Anspach, but I have not seen it yet. 
Lady's slipper (cypripedinm hnmile) is very 
common in the uroods, and so is ordus spec- 
tabilis. 

As might be supposed, the juncus, or reed 
family, is sofSciently diffused in so swampy a 
country; j. efiusus, the bulrush, tennis, and 
many other species^ being found. Helonias 
dioica, the star-plant, and some of the uvnlaris, 
or bell- worts; the water arum; zostera ma- 
rina, or sea-grass, wrach, and triglochin mari- 
timum, or sea arrow grass. 

Amongst the gramina are agrostis canina,* 
dog-grass, and Beveral others of that family; 
(ura flexuosa, hair-grass ; alopecuras prietensis, 
meadow-grass ; anthoxanthum odoratum, sweet 
vernal grass ; aristida dichostoma, betmled 
grass; and a very great variety of European 
and American grasses. In fact, Newfound- 
Itmd is naturally a country adapted for these 
plants, producing them and encouraging their 
growth from the qualities of its soil and its 
humid climate. Fanicum, or hay-grass, and 
phleum, or hay meadow grass, are either indi- 
genous or have thriven well. 
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I do not know if the phalaris Americana^ 
or ribbon-grass, grows wild, but it is a trouble- 
some tenant of the giu^len. The poa family is 
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d«Toted« too, as it is, exp'essfy to the natural 
histoiy of a new coimtry, it is neceessiy to 
obaerre that neitiier time nor opportnnity tat 
other than the most casual obserration has 
been afforded to the writer, whose Bojoum has 
been too brief, and whose aoqnirements are 
necessarilj limited in mdi varied brandies, 
all requiring deep studj, and each almost tjie 
work of a man's life to attain. He feels that he 
is merdf as a wanderer in the path. He has 
struck upon a Invad road, which is now avail- 
able for those who may separately devote 
themselves to elucidate the different divisions 
into which animal and vegetable life, as well 
as inanimate nature, appear to be so largely 
distributed over Newfoundland ; and which 
thislimperfect notice may lead their separate 
knowledge to bring to perfection. 

It has been said that a Swedish naturalist, 
who has been sent by that northern govern- 
ment to this island, for scientific purposes, 
and also to examine a little into the mode of 
conducting the extensive and lucrative fish- 
eries, has ascertained, during a residence of 
nearly two years, without penetrating the vast 
and hidden interior, that there are five hun- 
dred species of the birds alone inhabiting or 
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TisHing Newfoundland. The quadrupeds are 
comparatiTely few ; but no donbt all the mam- 
malia of that class, denizens of Labrador and 
Lower Canada, will be found here. 

That the reptiles should be absent, presents 
a feature as singular as that <tf Ireland, which, 
excepting in climate, Newfoundland much re- 
sembles, — in its broken and iron-bound coast, 
in its Todant prairies and boggy savannahs, 
in the absence of very large timber, in its 
stormy seas and {dentifiil siqiply of fish, whilst 
its seal is peculiarly adapted to the cultivation 
of the potato and of the grassy. 

Amongst the many singularities which strike 
us, as to its dissimilarity from Canada, to which 
it is the frontier and key, is the remarkable one, 
that the pheasant — partridge of that country 
and of the American continent adjacent — 
should be wanting here, and that its place has 
been supplied by the northern grouse, which 
' findsinNewfoundlandtheberry-bearingshmbs, 
the bads, and tlte leaves upon which it exists 
in the colder regions of Europe ; or rather, that 
a bird of the same kind as the northern grouse 
should exist amidst plants, if not actually the 
same as those of Europe, at least congeneric. 
But that this bird, the northern hare, the seal, 
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the irhite bear, the weasel, and several odier 
creatures, should be protected, not only from 
man and the deadly gun, bat by hariog their 
clothing adapted to the seasons, and by thus 
being secured from the voracious falcon, the 
hawk, and the prowling beast of prey^andshould 
be rendered capable of securing their own food 
better by a resemblance to the snow and ice in 
winter and to the barren moor in summer, is 
truly an adaptation c£ means to an end which 
must strike the most thoughtless observer with 
wonder, at the manifestation of aU-pervading 
Wisdom, which constantly passes under our 
notice, even did it not excite, ss it should do, 
those feelings of awe and reverence yiiuck the 
intelligence that has been so graciously allotted 
to man ought ever to inspire him with. 

I think it was White, that amiable reasoner, 
who passed a happ^ life in observing nature 
in a small and secluded English pansh, almost 
unknown to the rest of the world, who reflected 
upon this provision for the safety of the grouse 
and fur-bearing creatures, and assigns one 
came of great consequence for this great boon 
to them, by shewing that it conduced to their 
comfort as well as to their security. He cites, 
as a philosophical fact, that bodies of a white 
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hue part from their latent heat by radiation 
very slowly, tut that they reflect heat quickly ; 
aud that dark substances reflect heat slowly, 
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ia Gaaadif tkalt, ia tiiJmg in m ileigk wiA t 
stoat penoa, wiure bttk im eipondona 
lo!^ jooxmej, m an ofcn -rahide, t* a frait 
seTCral iagra c i belvir aem, ay ftiend, wfaMe 
aatnral Iwaf e iatu rc wai WHob greater ihan 
tkKt of aiy om span iMMt, fih ^aceedtagfy 
eald, vUrtlwMVBOMWoimniifitoiBtaBsBy. 
I liad Ml awlategreatcott, nl IcBUaeane ; 
and my fiieiid htimg a gnn^i hain<rnniii^, ^md- 
knt ftOow, be jooowly i^uaited, Aat be YVMdd 
meTergoakagmuterioaxaeyia adeig^with 
me again, as I ahetracte^ all his ealwic. 

But sudi reflections lead lu jrtffl fartiur to 
inqtuK into the STsterioas operatwos ef na- 
ture. Ztu not in the leBBo* saknala aloae Axt 
we see ike effects of s«c^ a wise fronsien, ivr 
it readers a jfttct olear to tiu senses which 
appean at the first UaA to be aaomaloafi. 

Hie woiU «e inhi^Ht is peeked by a variety 
of raceSf (€ «m7 shade of «cd0iir, fiW alrosst a 
dazzling ahite to an «qitaiUf re^endent Ms(^. 
The hotter r^iieas are asuaSy inhabited by 
the latter, and the ooider smb by the burner. 
The copper-ealontod American and the eqaany 
dark Tartar are not exoqitims, bat vaiistiAns 
from the genial arrangement; and wh3Bt the 
jLTperican btiHasi cm go pet^tiy naked with- 
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.sdf uaoalljr in vnmter by iuts, and by xobl^ig 
lufi tody over vitia.,gi!eafle -.and pamt. So did 
oar &!itiBb anoestats: tiuy eakiBxed titsm- 
M^ffBB mik Mue pigotenle to avoid the ex- 
■tKmes of dimaie; and Juuce, jietit^s, is 
maolL as &cm raiity, «o inheveait in human 
nature, usee tke coBtom of tattooing. 

What -a fflirprisiiig bneficeace, &en, has 
been eiOended to suc^ infexior aiunaals as :^ 
ptannigBB sod ihe hare, when tm inoiease of 
plumage and an extra coat of fiir, with a cor- 
teqKudiDg dirage of colmr, tend bi render 
their beii^ i^f^, ^ luniting the los of vital 
^at, atxd euat^ng the creature, by Joctnii^ 
its home in the saor, to counteract the in- 
creased demand for that internal warmth which 
the season inquires! 

The black bear, ftT><1 otLer dailc animals, re- 
Hre fnm the infiiHiiKje of the atmosphere, and 
by snotiier still more curious law, sleep away a 
period which would be fatal otherwise to their 
t^isttiuie, ealjier by thek incapacity to ,prooui» 
food, or to iraiirtBin the vital ^inciple. The 
Tery dog, in Hhis and o6ier cold climates, gets 
the short close fur in winter, and is moreover 
generally housed at night, whw the tenqiera- 
T 2 
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tore is the lowest; and it has struck me 
fbrciblj, thst from a similar necessity, the 
Tflntral r^ions of almcot all animals, whether 
birds, beasts, or fishes, are either irhite or of 
a lighter colonr than the body, thus protecting 
tiie vital parts irhen t^e animal rests on the 
ground, files in the snn'a rays, or swims in the 
water. The soles of the feet and the palms of 
the hands of a negro, are also lifter than the 
rest of his skin ; and the chest of a white man 
exposed to the lur, is soon covered with hair. 

The changes in the furs of animals and in- 
ihe feathors of such birds as the snow-bird 
of America, do not occur rapidly; they are 
gradual, and they gradually prepare them for 
the season tbey are fitted for.* 

• After this work was completed, ontheStli April, 
1842, some small farmers from Outer Cove and Tor-' 
bay brought me a large vhite bear to look ati which 
they bad killed about two hours before, at a dUtance 
of five or six miles from St. John's. This animal is now 
seldom or never seen in tbe explored parts of New- 
foundland, and I could not help being struck in view- 
ing it, at tbe singular fact of tbe wliite bear being 
endowed with tbe faculty of remaining in a state of 
action during tbe severe polar winters, whilst Bis other 
congeners of the black or brown kind sleep away a 
season in which, from their colour, tbey would be ex- 
posed to intense suffering from cold. 

I afterwards went to trace for several miles tbe 
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The more, in fact, we search into nature, 
the more we are surprised by the admirable 
arrangement and simplicity of its operations. 

track of this aaimal on the boow, and it appears to me 
that he must have landed from the ice near the capital, 
on the south shore, the ice being then in endless fields 
tloating from the northern regionsi and that he was, 
when killed, making his way by a natural instinct 
across the country to the northward, to get into the 
cold climate of the icy sea again. He was very white, 
very lai^e, and very fat, and had alarmed all the dogs- 
on his night march in passing the scattered farms,, 
many of which he passed close to the doors. His 
skin, a very fine long-haired one, was purchased by 
his excellency, the governor. 
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never, or Tery rarelj, so intense as it is in 
Upper Canada, many degrees more to the 
south. 

All this may, perhaps, be accounted for by 
its insularity, and its lying at the embouchure 
of the great valley of St. Lawrence, whilst the 
frozen and desolate regions to the north-west 
of Labrador and Hudson's Bay, cause the 
prevailing winds to sweep over it, loaded with 
a varying and reduced temperature of the air; 
and then in the early spring vast masses of 
ice from Hudson's Straits and East Green- 
land, are forced along its Atlantic coast by a 
southerly current, where they cons<^date or 
grind, until they are eventually forced off by 
mUder air and by the increasing warmth of 
the ocean, where they are sunk in the tepid 
waters of the gulf stream. 

A remarkable circumstance occurred this 
■winter (January, 1842),* when it was proved 

" In fact, this whole viater baa beeo a curious one, 
and 19 sot even yet finished, on the 22nd April, 1842, 
fi>r we have to day a hot sun and deep banka of snow, 
whilst a vessel just arrived, gives the following cnTious 
account of the largest icebeig which has probably been 
ever seen, being rery near St. John's. I copy bis state- 
ment from the " Newfoundlander," of April 1842 ;— 

" Captain Hardy, of the brig. Lady Turner, arrived 



by Google 



CLIMATE AND MBTEOEOLOGT. 329" 

by a master of a ship, who had had long ezpe- 
rience, that the gulf stream iraters had di- 
varicated firom their usual course, or rather, 
perhaps, had spread out until they reached 
very nearly to St. John's; the water of the 
ocean having been so warm in the early part of 
that month, that the sailors in his vessel felt a 
positive pleasure from ablution in it, although 
the thermometer on shore was then frequently 
at zero, and the winds very chilling irom th& 
north or south-west. 

If the laws of climate were regulated by the 
thermal zones which philosophers have drawi^ 
round the globe, Newfoundland would be an 
abode for man, equally free from great heats- 

from Cadiz on Saturday last, reports that, oa the day 
previously, the Bay of Bulb bearing about W.N.W., 
distant twelve milea, he saw an immense iceberg, lying 
S.E. and N.W., which, from the length of time it took 
him to past it^viz., three hours, going at eight by 
nine knots — could not have been less than twenty-five 
to twenty-sevea miles long, and wore the appearance 
of the high land to the north of the Bay of Bulb. 

" We believe this iceberg to be of unheard-of size ;- 
but there con be no doubt of the correctness of the- 
report, as it was seen by the Euphemia and Mary 
Anne, whose masters fully confirm Captain Hardy's- 
account." 
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and iroxa mtease cold, fts it lira in iLe&rl7 the 
same parall^ $s f raaee; whereas, it has tka 
general tenp^ature d the Enrc^eaa coontriu 
situated fiftem or tweaty degrees highec tib«ft 
tiic northon sbwes of that fertile ccmntry. 

Yarieua attenpts have hem made to aecoHiEt 
satisfactorily for this aeenung anamaiy \>e- 
twed the cSmatea of the <M and new wo:^. 
Kirwan, with great juatiee, adnita that the 
kient and retfdned heat <^ the earth i& » 
powerful agent, after that <rf the eriar radia- 
tio>, and tbkt ^evatios abore the oceao, the 
axe of large tracts c£ water, and the nature o£ 
t^ Milf operate very powerfully ia cKmtri- 
hating to those vicissitiideB of the atraosi^Kric 
regions which we denominate winds. It is 
very prohaWe therefore l^t the son, in its 
surrey of the ecliptic, difihses equal warmth 
in the ratio of lus distance between the torrid 
and t^ frozen z<»tes, but that his in&iienee is 
coimterwrted by the shape and nature of con- 
tinents and oceans. America, moreover, is 
coYQ^ with a mantle of £orert, and is girt 
OB its whole westran frostier, frffln PatagoiuK 
to Behring's Straits, wi^ a belt of lofty tad 
rocky mountains, reaching, in most cases. 
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by a master of a ship, who had had loQg expe- 
rience, that the gulf stream waters had di- 
varicated firom their usual course, or rather, 
perhaps, had spread out until they reached 
very nearly to St. John's; the water of the 
ocean having been so warm in the early part of 
that month, that the sailors in his vessel felt a 
positive pleasure from ablution in it, although 
the thermometer on shore was then frequently 
at zero, and the winds very chilling from the 
north or south-west. 

If the laws of climate were regulated by tho 
thermal zones which philosophers have ^awn- 
round the globe, Newfoundland would be an 
abode for man, equally free from great heats- 

from Cadiz on Saturday last, reports that, od the day 
previously, the Bay of Bulls bearing about W.N.W., 
distaot twelve mileB, he saw an immense icebei^, lying 
S.E. and N<W., vhicb, from the length of time it took 
him to pass it^viz., three hours, going at eight to- 
nine knots — could not have been less than tvenly-five 
to tweaty-sevea miles long, and wore the appearance 
of the high land to the north of the Bay of Bulls. 

" We believe this iceberg to be of unheard-of size ;- 
but there can be no doubt of the correctness of the- 
report, as it was seen by the Euphemia and Mary 
Anne, whose masters fully confirm Captain Hardy'a 
account." 
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sad from intawe G4dd, as it Um in iwacty tbe 
8«me paralldi as FruKe; whenaa, it W iha 
goeral tanpautore of &» Ean^eaa cooBtries 
sitnted fifteen w tire»^ depress hi^ier tkwk 
tk nortkom shwcs «f tW fcrtik oMstry. 

ynritirn ■tttniirtn harr frmn laaik ^? aecoBBk 
aati^Mtwily Sot this aeeHins aiuunkLj be- 
tvew tlie dimates (^ t^ (M and sew vurid. 
Kirwan, viik gieat jnstiee, adfiita that the 
kient and ntained beat oi Uc earth ia a 
potrerful agent, after that of 1^ »ol&r radia- 
tioB, and th^ ^¥ati(Ht a3)tne the ocean, the 
aiie of lar^ tracts of water, and the natore o£ 
iJk aeil, operate very powerfioUy in c(mt»- 
Irating to those Ticiautodcs c£ the ^moei^KriG 
regions which we denominate winds. It is 
very prohaWe therefore tiiat the sun, in its- 
sorrey of the ecliptic, diffhses equal wannth 
ia the ratao of hii distaoee between t^ tonid 
and t^ frozen zones, but that ^ ii^aeMe m 
counteracted by the shape and natnre of con- 
tinents and oceans. America, mfo'eorer, is 
covered wit^ a mantle of forest, and ia girt 
oa its whole western frontier, frosi Pati^oniK 
to Behring's Straits, witii a belt of lofty oact 
rocty mountains, reaching, in most cases. 
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above the regions of the air where eternal 
frost is known to reign. 

The coTeriDg of trees prevents the access of 
sohu* heat. The ioe-elad moiantains pervade 
in North America, not only the Faci&c littord", 
hnt occnpy the i^ole continent of America, in 
its broadest part, from that coast to the wild 
rc^ons of Labrador and the frozen North. 
The east eoasts of Labrador are amongst the 
most lofty of sea monntainB, or perhaps in 
egtiftt extent, the most lofty in &e worid, clad 
with snow and ice, and visible for upwards of 
one hundred and twenty mil« at sea. The 
colour of ice and mow also tends to assist in 
modifying the circnmambient air. 

The theory of wmds is still, however, in its 
in&ney, but Ihat tiiey are affected in their 
passage over such howling wiMemewes, can- 
not be doubted. In Canada^ and everywhere 
in North America, a wind frvm the nert^-west 
invariably lowers the thermometer, and in 
winter causes excessive cold. C^iada, La- 
brador, and Newfonndland, are the regions of 
lakes; and t^ese, when frvzen, of eonrse in- 
cpeaee the fury and bittemras of a storm from 
that quarter; but althongh NewfonndlaQd is 
btrt little remorod from Labrador, the coldest 
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country ia tiie world, and from Cape Bretoa 
and Nova Scotia, where frost reigns in all its 
Tigour in winter, it is not so cold as other 
parts of the American continent lying many 
d^^reea further to the south. 

The thermometer rarely falls to zero in 
winter, which lasts from the beginning of 
December until the middle of April; January 
and February being the coldest months, and 
the latter the most stormy. 

The most remarkable feature of its climate 
is the preponderance of severe gales on the 
land, not extending far over the ocean, but 
sweeping with irresistible force ovfer the Iw oken 
country, either from the north or the south- 
west. The winter of 1842 has been remark- 
able for this phenomenon. Scarcely a day 
passed in January without a gale which in 
England would have been deemed serious; yet 
such is the conformation of the land, that, 
stretching into mountainous hills and deep 
valleys from north-north-east to south-south- 
west, these storms are broken in their force, 
and do comparatively little damage, whilst 
they very fortunately blow off a coast dan- 
gerous enough in itself at all times. 

The north-east wicids are also very heavy 
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but less frequent; they are cold, but not so 
cold as the former, for they have to traverse 
a vast extent of open sea after leaving the 
frozen regions of Europe before they readi 
us, and in consequence expend much of their 
cold in imparting it to the surface of the 
oce^. 

The forests of the American continent and 
of Newfoundland, although they operate against 
the climate, by preventing the solar heat from 
reaching the soil, and by the immense evapora- 
tion necessary to their existence, have also 
an advantage not sufficiently appreciated by 
the industrious emigrants and dwellers in 
these new territories. They assist to modify 
the excessive rigour of the winds, and to keep 
up an artificial heat, as it were, by multiply- 
ing the obstructions which impede the action 
of the air with the earth's surface, so that the 
ground retains its latent heat, much as an 
animal clothed in fur does ; and in summer, 
vegetation is preserved and assisted by this 
veil of foliage in its insensible perspiration, 
which the son's heat increases and converts by 
evaporation into a temperature cool enough to 
answer the well-being of the plant. 

It is a sort of rage in America, particularly 
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ia Cuudft aad Ifevifcnuidluid, U ieabny the 
Ibrett as lapidlj as possible. Ihe &ct is, the 
ftoor fwy-«m* ciHiung firom £iiro|te, where 
wood is verf raluaUe, and where he never 
prebahly owned a good walkii^-stick, con- 
Bcions that the tneasnre thos placed at lus 
unlimited disposal is inexhaustible, wUh- 
ont modi reflection, prooeeds to clear the 
wildemeis for the (Miltiration of bis farm. 
The incaloulahle benefit that would arise to his 
oattle and to himself, hy leaving patches of 
forest trees here and jjiere, never troubles 
him ; he uses the trees as men «ae the wato: 
<£ a river, merely because there is plenty of it, 
and he forgets that the ponds or rivulets which 
are to suj^ly the fainting bea^ witb beverage, 
in liie exhausting beats of a transatlantic 
fiummo', will soon dry iq> when deprived of 
the support and protection of tlw ibrest. 

Altboi^ it win not at all Buriaise the natu- 
ralist, yet it is use^ to inform the emigrant to 
these regi(ms that mankind in general are not 
aware <^ tl» vagt influence of trees on climate, 
and that tJiey are actually chemical instrumaits, 
for the fonofttion and distillation of dews and 
rain. This is peculiarly the case with those 
growing on elevated situations, and in countries 



by Google 



CLOUIE ISP HEIBOKOLOGT. 335 

eabjected to nriste. Tteei eksnaad a large sup- 
ply of moastnre for ^ear or|;anic tfevel^ment^ 
aa4l^isc^«Bi giv«li off ^ pei^drstaixi from 
liteiT iMveB, -wiack answer the ssme yargaem 
«e libe liuman ddn. ExpetimeBtB hav« been 
cu^fttlly Blade, 'to -prcm €itat a Buall tree, 
wedghing not more t^sn sevaitj' pouods, ab- 
sorbed fiffieen pounds of vkter is six hours, 
md iia,t bniBG^ee of onlf fta indin eUameter, 
and five feet long, took iqi irem fifteen to 
tventf -fire jeonces m twdve booTB, iriieD in 
fioll le^; bvt, derived of tbea- leaves, tlie ab- 
sorption was not m«>e tfatn wie oiuoe in tweb<e 
lu>ia:«. It is, in fact, perfectly surp^eiug how 
mvtck mter a sbgle tree irill distil in tjie 
«QurBe (^ a nigbt. 

This a^dies due% to tboee forest trees 
vhich ^ed tbeir leaves aamirally., — for ever- 
greene, as they are ea^ed, wiudi i^dt^r 
leaves abo tammHy, Wt imperceptibly, eudi 
as the fir tribe, 4o Dirt imbibe eowach 'water by 
the leaf as they do ty the tnmfc md bnmchee. 
in short, forests ok E^ways hnmid &om this 
property of imMbitHn, perspiraidoii, and con- 
■densataon, which (diedtB 4^ -OTaperatum ieam 
t^e earth. 
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Nothing can prove these facts more clearly 
than to observe in Canada the state of thoee 
portions of the coontry which have been cleared 
on a large scale. I have observed the beds of 
streams, which would have been called rivers 
in England, and which bore all the traces of 
having been small cataracts formerly, com- 
pletely dried np ; and it has been remarked, 
that after a forest- has been taken off elevated 
ground, the quantity of run in the neighbour- 
hood sensibly lessens, perhaps in consequence 
of there being 1^8 electric attraction between 
the doads and the ground. 

Murray observes that trees, by condensing 
the air in thick weather, must materially affect 
the climate, and that therefore thickly-wooded 
<:ountries must necessarily t>e colder and more 
humid than naked or barren savannahs ; whilst 
trees, being conductors of atmospheric elec- 
tricity, the climates of cold countries will ne- 
cessarily improve where agricultural operations 
are carried on upon a large scale. 

This has been controverted by Dr. Wynne, 
in his '* History of America," who, without 
sufficient reason, asserts that the woods are 
not the cause of the coldness of North America, 
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but that it U owing to the great extent of its 
barren solitudes, its rocks and mountains, and 
Tast lakes. 
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cold were as intense u it is in Western Canada, 
a oonntry mncJi fiirther Booth, and tiie same 
winds prevailed, the open parte of tbe coontiy 
would be ftctaally oninfaabitable. 

The frost, moreorer, does not penetrate tbe 
ground here as it does latere, where it has been 
known to go three feet down; heie it is rarely 
more than a few ini^es, and soon breaks np. 

The worst weat^r is when a strong north- 
erly or westerly wind is acctanpanied by a severe 
snow storm, which is usually the case when the 
snow falls for any loigth of time. Then the icy 
particles are driven about so fiercely and so 
thickly that it Is almost impoeeible to see or 
even to breathe freely. These states of the 
atmosphere are, however, not very fi^uent, 
and very little snow lies on cleared places, in 
consequence of the strong winds, and the ten- 
dency to moisture and rain in winter. 

Another phenomenon, seldom seen in Canada, 
is the silver thaw, as it is called in Newfound- 
land. Rain in heavy torrents in February, 
accompanied by a low state of tlK thermometer 
near the earth, causes a regular deposition of 
ice round all the branches and twigs of the 
plants and trees, and every substance capable 
of receiving it. This goes on increasing nntil 
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a layer f£ ice envelops the smallest twigs, 
till it attains a diameter of half an inch, and 
sometimes more. The leafless trees droop and 
bend their strongest boughs towards the earth, 
to which, if they reach it without breaking 
irom the enormous weight they hare to sustain, 
they become frozen. I have seen willows, 
whose branches were as thick as a man's thigh, 
break off under this pressure. The wind ge- 
nerally rises soon afterwards, and then ^e 
clatter and destruction may be conceived. 

I can compare the appearance of a tree thus 
unwelcomely adorned to nothing in man's art 
nearer than to a vast chandelier of the purest 
oystal, and the play of the light is fully equ^ 
to that from myriads of prisms, when the sun 
shines. 

Fruit trees and du*ubs are seriously iqjured 
by this silver thaw, which very fortunately is 
rare. In the winter of 1841 (February) it 
did great mischief. 

Not having yet seen any extensive forests 
of the deciduous trees in this island, I cannot 
judge whether an appearance exists here, which 
very much excited my attention in Canada, 
both as respected the hard wood trees of that 
z2 
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class, and the soft evergreens, or firs. There 
are, in fact, no opportunitim, until extensive 
roads are opened here, for observing it. 

When ridii^ in a low sleigh, particularly 
in Western Canada, along a line of country 
long cleared, one is struck, as the vehicle moves 
rapidly along, by observing a continued straight 
line on the edge of the undeared forest land, 
at a height of seven or eight feet above the 
ground. This line is so clearly defined in the 
evergreens that it at first struck me it was 
caused by the cattle having bitten off all the 
shoots, as high as their heads could reach, and 
thus leaving the trees branchless to that height. 
But then again, it was too constant for one to 
believe that that was the cause, particularly as 
they would not browse on many of the fir kind. 
It is effected by frost, which destroys the 
foliage and young shoots near the surface in the 
younger states of the plant; as it is now clearly 
proved that cold has a more seiiaus effect upon 
vegetation, within a few feet of the earth's 
smface, than at a distance above it; but I 
had no notion that it could have reached uni- 
formly to seven or eight feet, until I read in 
an English work, that such has been observed 
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in England in very severe frosts, in a space of 
sereral acres, where the buds of the oak were 
cut off to that height, and the rest of the open- 
ing foliage uninjured, whilst the frost appew^ 
- always to have injured or destroyed garden 
shrabs and plants in low situations more than 
it did Id higher ones. The evaporation was 
carried on more rapidly in one instance than 
the other. 

In Newfoundland, it is surprising how gar- 
den plfmts, and insects which feed on them, 
brave the winter, and the effects of the sudden 
thaws, for here, in winter, the transition from 
severe frost to torrents of rain is sudden. The 
snow, too, where it lies deep, which it seldom 
does near the coast, excepting in drifts, begins 
speedUy to feel the latent heat in the ground, 
and decays first at the bottom layers; whilst 
the warm air dissolves its upper crust, so that 
volumes of fluid are soon generated, and a 
river which has been closed the evening before 
solidly enough to bear a horse upon it, is 
found next morning running in foam and 
fury. 

In the woods and rocky places, the snow 
remains much longer, and, in spring, vege- 
tation is often checked by the sudden appear- 
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•noe off the ooast of an immense belt of iee 
from the Polar ngums, and by stationary ice- 
bergs, which grotuid on the shallows. 

The groond, as before obeenred, does not 
freese to any depth,* and therefore, some out- 
of-door excaratimis can generally be made for 
building ot other purposes, provided the place 
dioeen is not where rock is near the surface, 
in which case the earth will freeze to ten 
inches or a foot in depth, the pm^^ns sandstone 
onder It acting as an excellent ice-maker. 

We find that the extremes of temperature 
in Newfonndland are trifling, when compared 
to those of Canada. There, the thermometer 
falls as low as 27 degrees below zero, and 
even lower at times in winter, and risee to 
90 degrees in summer; here, the lowest tem- 
perature in winter scurcely exceeds zero, or 
8 or 10 d^rees below it, excepting upwi rare 
occasions, and in the height of summer does 
not attain more in common years than 79 



* As aproof of thisiparsnipsand potatoes will rpnais 
in the ground all winter, and be fit to eat io the 
apring. aa I have twice experienced, and it is a com- 
mon practice to let the parsnips remain out all winter, 
purposely to have a supply in spring. 
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Winter may really be said to commence 
here towards ^e latter end of Norember only, 
though fires are contfortable adjuncts during 
moBt of that nuMith, and its severity begins 
after Cluistmas, nms through January and 
February, and becomea leas and leas stem, 
imtil the middle of April, when it ceases alto* 
gether. In the winter of 1840, ploughing 
was going on after Christmas. This winter 
1841-1812, has been nnosually changeable, 
and delu^ of rain, storms <Hf wind, and some 
diare of mow hare characterized it; although 
tiie latter has not enaUed the hewers ai wood 
to bring their supplies in, until very late in 
the season. Maroh has also been a very 
cold month, and characterized by an unusual^ 
furious snow-storm.* 

* On the evening of Good Friday, March 25th, 
with the thermometer at 30°, and wind north-east, a 
most nnuaual sfipearance was exhibited at sunset, 
about twenty minutes past six. The western sky was 
in a blaze of roseate and fire-coloured uigrjr light after 
the son dipped, which was reflected on the eastern or 
sea sky to a great extent, and just as the sun had dis- 
appeared beliind the hill, a perfect bow speared in 
the east, having, not the usual rainbow hues, but 
modifications of red frmn the fiery to the roseate ; it 
was a perfect arch of the usual size and height of 
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It is generally SQppoeed in England, that 
Newfonndland ia amstantly envdoped in fog and 
wet mist; nothing, however, can be fiirther 
from the tiuth. The siunmers are frequency 
so hot and so dry, that ftxc mnt of rain the 
grass perishes ; ^e Bommer <tf 1840 was one 
of these ; — and the nights are tuoally splendid ; 
whilst, in winter, fog is very rarely seen. 

The fog bdng generated at sea, by causes 
which do not operate apon tiie land, is a tme 
sea-mist, wbidi may be observed in a voyage 
across the Atlantic, all the way from the west 
coast of Ireland, by keeping in a high latitude, 
until t^e vessel reaches Newfonndland. I was 
nearly two months in making this transit, 
owing to having kept so high, probably £rom 
the course lying in that vast current of wato- 

rainbowa al Bunset. Tfae previoui evening, tbe eastern 
gky at sgniet waa beautifully coloured with purple and 
red, down to the horizon, whilst the western was not ; 
the thermometer varied only two or three degrees 
above or below freezing all the time : yet both these 
appearances were succeeded by only slight thaws ; 
there was a vast quantity of snow on tbe ground, and 
the sea was covered with white ice near tbe shores, 
but neither rain nor snow fell. There were slight 
auroras both nights. 1 think the bow must have been 
a reflection from tfae sea ice. 
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which expends itsdf, by turning from the 
banks of Newfoundland, towards the Polar 
regions, and crossing over to Europe; there 
the water would generally be wanner than the 
air, because the current of air coming from 
the Arctic Cirde, is fraught at all times of the 
year with cold; the opposition of the two, 
makes fog, which is perceptibly saline. 

Again, along the coasts of Hudson's Bay, 
Labrador and Newfoundluid, there is a south- 
erly set or current, which runs very rapidly 
from East Greenland, and the adjacent seas, 
bringing with it waters much colder than those 
natural to the latitude of the Newfoundland 
seas ; so that when the temperature of the air 
near the shores is greater than that of this 
broad corrent, fog again forms; and thus both 
in summer tmd iu winter, the space of oceui, 
from the outer edge of the sh^ow water of 
the banks to the eastern and southern shores 
of the island, — is firequently enveloped in fog, 
a provision of nature which probably increases 
the security and multiplication of the endless 
stores of fish and marine animals treasured in 
that gloomy region. 

Dr. Kelly, K.N., a very able observer of 
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■tture, who is attadied to the BorreTing ser- 
Tke conducted by Captain Bayfield, has 
vritten mnch in tlu traasactioiis of the Qse- 
hec Literary and Historical Socie^, vipaa the 
atmofipherio pbounneiui of the St Lawrenee, 
where the same logs prevail for the same 
reasons, as iar as the tide-watars of t^ ocean 
ascend that father of rivers. 

Dr. Kdly obserrcsr that &e temperatore of 
the St. Lawrence diffiars greatly at dificroit 
seasfHis, hut that the changes in the winter are 
both gradnal and alow, cranpared to Uioae of 
the incumbent ur, which are very sadden and 
very great; whilst the water does not oni- 
fornily fc^ow the chai^^ of the seasons them- 
setres, btit is much inflnenoed by certain 
peculiar cireamstances, and by the strength 
and direction of the winds, and that when 
free fnmi tb»e distnrlang causes, it acquired 
its maximum temperatore about the begin- 
ning of September, the mean maximum tem- 
perature of the air being in July. 

To shew the Taiialnlity caused by local 
effects, m the 8th of July, 1S31, Dr. Kelly 
observed the water, in a broad part of the 
rirer, after some days of warm weather, 
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was, in the middle of the eetiuuT', as high as 
60d^e« on the mniace. A freezing westerlj 
wind blew all night, and on the morning of 
tiie 9th« the Bor&ce^rater had sunk to 39 de- 
grees, the air being afieeted no more than from 
64 to 62 degrees. 

He experimented npon the temperature of 
the water at different depths daring these 
(dianges, and found, as is veil known, that the 
gulf and river water at certain depths was 
uniformly cold. When the sorface was at 60 
degrees, 30 fathoms only beneath it was at 35 
degrees; and at 50 fathcans only 34 degrees. 
On the 9th, when the wind ceased, a calm en- 
sued, which immediately raised the surface- 
water to 57 degree, and then the lower strata 
were succesnTely found to average at one 
fathom, 44 degrees; at 10 fath(Hns, 38 de- 
grees; and 100 fathoms, 35 degrees. 

By other experiments, Dr. Kelly found that 
part of the river little influenced by tides, to 
maintain, during the mazimnm in September, 
an average temperature of 62 degrees, whidi 
was very constant ; whilst he also found the river 
when frozen over, to unk to 32 degrees. Hence 
he argues, that in calm fine weather, the warm 
fresh water of the river and its tributaries 
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6oat8 on t^e sorface; bat when it is agitated 
by stonn, it soon mingles iritb the perma- 
nency cold water of the lower strata. 

The easterly gales also, be says, cool the 
ftilf waters much more than the westerly ones, 
for an obTions reason, that they act over the 
base of the triangle formed by Newfoundland, 
and the shores of the gulf, whilst the others 
■only pass over a long string of river connected 
witti the apex. 

But no doubt the easterly winds are also 
powerful from another cause; they bring the 
permanently cold water of the Straits of Belle- 
isle, where icebergs hang all the year; and 
they also bring tie cold water of the South 
shores of Newfoundland, and the coasts of 
Cape Breton more powerfully into the gulf. 

The fogs of the St. Lawrence are formed, 
therefore, from these different states of the sea, 
of the tide part of the river, and of the air, 
mingled with a reflux of the tidal wave, which 
forces up to the surface in the narrows of the 
river much of the cold oceanic water. Thus 
the flood tide at certain places is colder than 
the ebb, and the whole tidal part of the river 
and gulf has a comparative low temperature 
throughout the year. 
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The great indraaght of the straits of Belle- 
isle, renders the Qorthera part of Newfound- 
land much less fit for habitation* than tfae- 
eastern, the southern, or the western shores ; 
for here there appears to be an arm of th& 
great current from the frozen north, sucked in^ 
as it were, from tile main body, which proceeds 
south along the coasts of Newfoundland, and 
is in all likelihood a part of that immense 
oceanic river, if the term may be used, which 
flows from the Pole to the equator. Thus, the 
real fresh-water stream of the St. Lawrence, 
before it finally mingles in the salt wave, lies 
over their colder strata, and flows in an op- 
posite direction along the south shores of 
Canada. 

I have passed some time in the gulf, and 
paid much attention to the extraordinary state 
of the atmosphere, induced by the variabilities 
of temperature between the air and surface 
water, which is infinitely greater than anything 
occurring in the fog regions of the banks, 
because, on such an expanse of ocean as that 

* The current of the St. Lawreooe sets out along 
the north shore of Newfoundland, which renders the 
waters warmer on that shore than on the Labrador 
coa^t opposite, along which the polar current runs. 
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ronnd the east and south 8h(»«e c£ Newfonnd- 
laod, aad betireen Mnaa. and the banks, the 
ftnnation c^ iogis upon a more ccAstant, de- 
velf^ped, and extensive scale, thus cansing nni- 
fcmuity; whilst on the west side of the island, 
and the GuU of St. Lawrence and its estnary, 
the combinationa are oonstantly changing, and 
producing new features. The e&cts <^ mirage 
there are intensely interesting, but very daa- 
geroos to the mariner, and arising obvionaly 
from the condition of the strata of air imme- 
diatdy over the water. Sometimes the fog is 
very high and thick; at others, low and thin; 
again, a mere uid almost invisible line of light 
vapour. Thus ships are distwted into most 
grotesque shapes, the horizon is altered, and 
both near and distant objects are seen in totally 
difi^^nt forms and positions, as the rays d 
light are re&acted through the difierent media, 
or reflected from the fog. 

No doubt the immense variation between the 
warm equatorial waters of the gulf stream, over 
which clouds constantly hang at a low eleva- 
tion, and the cold seas above the great banks 
of Newfoundland, may arise from two circum- 
stances, — the one, from a branch of the Frozen 
Ocean* or polar current, reaching the banks; 
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the other, from the influence of the snbmarine 
moutttams of idiich those banks are composed, 
which, rendering the seas shallow, lessen the 
temperature of the waters above them. Hum- 
b(ddt and many other philosophers have ob- 
served, that the ocean is subject to great Taria- 
tions of temperature iriiereTer there are 
shoals, or where the land is near, and that it 
generally lost some portion of its heat in those 
cases, which were usually, howeva*, confined 
to comparatively deep water. 

Thus the great Bank of Newfoundland thrown 
up, as it were, and forming a part of the 
great channel throng wiiich the polar current 
passes, and limiting also that of the equatorial, 
or gulf stream, has its waters not only cooled by 
radiation, but also by c<mfining, on the western 
side, tiie icy current also, which thus neces- 
sarily comes to ihe surface, assists in lessening 
the temperature of the adjacent ocean in lati- 
tudes which, but fw this and the great eva- 
poration thus caused, wmild otherwise be 
warm. The cold St. Lawrence also liirows its 
mi^ty stream into the ocean near these banks, 
and the prevailing winds come cooled, over an 
immense and frigid continent, for a great por- 
tion of the year. 

In summer, vihm tjie air is warm, over the 
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banks, GOtutant, dense, impenetrable fog reigns, 
unless driTea off by gales of winder an equalized 
state of the air ; and so unmlUng is the atmo- 
sphere to retfun this cloud that hangs on the 
ocean, that it is returned, almost as fast into 
as it rises from it, in small rain. 

The land, or westerly winds, are naturally 
drier than the easterly ones which sweep over 
the broad Atlantic, and thus cause greater 
evaporation from the ocean over the banks 
when they prevail, which is for three-fourths 
of the year. In Newfoundland, as in Canada, 
the land, or north-west wind, in winter, is bit- 
terly cold; in summer, it is pleasantly warm; 
the sea, or north-easterly wind, cold both 
summer and winter, in Kewfoundland aud 
Canada; south-easterly, warm. Fog on the 
shores, in summer, prevails with an easterly 
wind; west and south-westerly winds bring 
rain. 

The east coast and the south shore of New- 
foundland are more subject to fogs than the 
western frontier is ; but the sea fog, although 
it caps the lofty headlands of the coast, rarely 
penetrates very far inland, or lies very deep in 
the harbours or shores. 

I have examined several registers kept here, 
and compared them together. It would ap- 
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pear that the average of thick shore fog ex- 
tending a short diitance ioland, for 1841 
was— 

Id January one day and a half. 

Februaiy noQe. 

March ;... none. 

April one. 

May. three. 

June two. 

July one. 

August one. 

September four. 

October one- 
November two. 

December one. 

May and the heginning of June are the 
times when fog usually most prevails on. 
the coast, and then the east wind brings the . 
shoals of capelin or small salmon as bait to the 
fishermen, who hajl that foggy wind as a sure 
forerunner erf" a great treasure. 

Thus it will be seen, in 1841, there were 
only seventeen days and a half of thick fog at 
St. John's, which is more exposed to the bant 
weather, as it is called, than any other part of 
the island. 

It must not be concealed that there were 
other foggy days, wherein the vapour was not 

VOL. I. A i. 
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80 intoue or coiutant, and lasted only ibr a 
portion of the dsy; and tint the &itidi 
reader may fonn a true judgment of tiie 
climate of the eastern and sonthem coast of 
Newfoundland, I wiU add to the alMve cata- 
logoe of fog, the number of dayt in each month, 
in 1841, wherein there was partial or light tog. 

Jutuary one d«7 tad a half. 

Febnufj half adaj. 

March none. 

April twoasdfthair. 

May three. 

Jooe two aDd a half. 

July two aod a half. 

August oneandahalf. 

Seytomber two and a k^. 

October half. 

NoTenber oae. 

December one and a half. 

Thns, i^together, l^t fogs or mists wq% 
prevalent only for a space equal to nin^ieen 
and a half days ia 1841, which, added to se- 
Tenteen and a half days' £og, ^Te thirty-eeven 
days of foggy weather tm the shore, l^rouj^out 
the year. 

Not having been long enough in the idand 
to have been enablsd to make a ctarect table 
aithe meteorology, as iar as wind, rain, snow. 
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fog, temperatnre, and the aurora are coq- 
cemed, I shall now merely give a digest of the 
temperatnre, or rather, the average of the 
thermometer said barometer,*- for the twelve 
separate months in six years, in Newfound- 
land: 



Jbd. ... 22.7 ... 29.6 
Ffb.... 42.6 ... 29.6 
March. 24.0 ... 29.7 
April.. 33.8 ... 29.6 
Mftj... 39.5 ... 29.7 
JtiDe... 49.8 ... 29.7 



Jaly ... 57.4 ... 29.7 
Augast, 68.3 ... 29.8 
Sept.... 53.3 ... 29.8 
Oct. ... 44.0 ... 29.8 
Nor.... S4J0 ... S9.6 
Dec.... 26.0 ... 29.6 



The greatest height of the thermnneter and 
barometer, in 1841, during the same period, 



Jan... 


44.0 . 


. 30.3 


Jnly ... 79J . 


. 30.1 


Teb... 


42.« . 


. 30.2 


Aiigurt, 73.3 . 


. 30^ 


Mardi 


47.0 . 


. 30J) 


Sept.... 75.3 . 


. 30.2 


April. 


66.5 . 


. 30.2 


Oct ... 68.3 . 


. 30.3 


M.y.. 


62.0 . 


. 30.2 


Noy.... S7.0 . 


. 30.2 


Jane.. 


74.0 . 


. 30.1 


Dec... 44.5 . 


. 30.4 



* This has been carerully compared rrom the 
" NewfouBdUnd Almanack " of 1842, with other re- 
gistera, and is presumed to be as correct as twelve 
hours* obeerration will afford. No doubt, during the 
night, tfae thermometer has been IoweT> and at Signal 
AA2 
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Sach is tbe salubrity of this climate, that 
Mr. M'Gregor relate, there was liTisg, in 
1829, at Marasheen i^and, in Flacentia Bay, 
Martin Galten, more than 100 years old, 
in excellent health, and who caught, with 
his brother, in that year, nine quintals of cod- 
fish. He piloted Captain Ck>ok into Flacentia 
Bay more than seventy years before that time. 
In the same place, lived Nancy Tibeau, mother 
offonr living generations; and a Mrs. Tait, 
who died there in 1819, was 125 years old, 
and was, with her third hnsband, at the siege 
of Quebec by Wolfe, 

A woman died lately at Torbay, near St. 
John's, 125 years old, and before hei* death 
she sentfor a friend of mine (the medical gentle- 
man already noticed) to see what was the 
matter with her poor child, who was sick, — 
the said poor child being then about ninety. 

The most remarkable features in the climate 
of Newfoundland are, the fogs on ' its banks, — ~ 
which do not extend to the shores or inland, 
there frequently being a dear space or belt 
next the coast, — and the prevalence cf heavy 
winds. 

These latter attain their height in February, 
andseemalmost local, bntblow with unmitigated 



by Google 



$58 CUKiTf ARS mnOMLOOT. 

rigour and duration. Almost all Jannarf and 
great part o( Febnuuy in 1842 Aere vaa a 
coutant sncceasion of lurd galea. Ontbe IStli 
of Felvaary 1841, the gale amoanted nearfy 
to a tornado; it unroofed honaes, threw down 
diinmeys, injured the shipping, andconmitted 
great hsToc at St. John's and ita Ticinity. 

Fortunately, as before remarked, the meui 
temperature of the ur in irinter is audi as to 
deprire these gales of much of their hwror ; 
as, were the thermometer to unk as low as it 
does at Quebec, during a ti»iiado <^ many 
hours' duration, few houses would be warm 
enoi^h, with all the iiiel applied, to resist 
Him e&ct. As it is, witii a fidl <^ the ther- 
mometer only a few d^;rees below the jreezing 
point, they are almost mibearable, and sero^ 
accidents occur to perscnts who are incautious, 
or unaToidably exposed to their fury for any 
length of time; although the proportion of 
people frost bitten (ceteris paribus) is almost 
nothing compared to those in Canada and the 
adjacent continrait. 

Thnnder and lightning axe very rare; 
during two winters, an autumn, and a sum- 
mer's residence, I do not remember to hare 
observed either. There have, howerer, been 
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soiouB instances of their effects, but very fbr- 
tmuitely, tbeae are few and £ar betweoi ; and 
b; the same kiad proviiuoii of the ecpaliaadMi 
<^ the elfictric Hiattet, ■&& effects of internal 
commotitn, as exemplified in earthquake,^ 
developed, as it undoubtedly is, by heat, which 
is aenij another f(ffm a£ that mysterioits 
agent, — are anibunru here, notwithstanding 
that there is no country in the world where 
tiie crust of the earth appears to have suffered 
groiter disrupti(Hi than in Newfoundland. 

But electricity, nutgnetiun, light, or heat, or 
triuterer is the ocmbination, is displayed here 
in another and more f^f^tarently useful form, 
taking the locality into consideration ; for the 
Img, dark evenings and nights of gloomy 
winter are fiequmtly lit up splendidly by the 
aurora borealis. 

This phenomenon, but little investigated, 
and less known, is generally supposed to be 
the most perfect the nearer we approach the 
Arctic Circle in onr hemi^ihere; but I have 
long doubted that popular opinion. It may 
be more permanent in the higher latitudes, 
compensating for the single night of half a 
year's duration; but I believe, for I have seen 
it in very high latitudes, when a yonng man, 
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in the Northern Seae, that it is more Bpkndid 
in Western Canada and in Kewfonndland 
than nearer to the Fde. There are circnm- 
Btancea connected with its qtpeorance in the 
ktter country, which tend to upset another ge- 
nerally-receiTed notion. It has heen seen 
here, at St. John's, visibly close to the obeerrer. ' 
One gentleman saw it between his house and 
Qniddy-biddy Fond, a lake about a mile long, 
near the south bank of whidi his dwelling is 
erected, on a slope of Signal HilL Another gen- 
tieman, equally to be depended upon, and very 
fond of noticing extraordinary appearances, 
saw it in another sitnation, near the quarters' 
I occupy, eqnally close to him ; and it always 
appears to me hare, as if it was not very far 
off. The peculiar humid atmosphere of the 
east coast, and the vicinage of the ocean, be- 
tween which and the city there is a lofty bar- 
rier of rocky hills, aU conduce to render the 
belief in this new appearance reasonable. 

An American savant, Mr. Joslin*, who htm 
made many carefiil observations on this meteor, 

* This geDtleman did me the favour to Bend me an 
iolerestiDg work whilst I was in Canada, entitled, 
<■ Meteorological Oboerrations and Essays, furnished 
for the Appendix to the Report of (he Regents of the 
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considers it as caused by particles or crystals 
of frozen vapour or snow in the apper regions 
of the air; and it is well known that a single 
globule of dew contains as innch electricity in 
its substance as could be difiiised therein. 

The notion, that ihe aurora is a rejection 
from the icy Pole, is absurd in every point of 
view; and it is much more likely that coun- 
tries and regions subjected to great evapora- 
tion, such as seas near the icy north, the great 
boundless forests of Northern America, the in- 
land fr^ah water oceans, and the humid terri- 
tory of Newfoundland and Britain, would, with 
the adjacent Northern Continent of Europe — 
most part of which is in the same natural con- 
dition, and a31 subject therefore to amazing 
vicissitudes of climate — be the vast theatre c^ 
the electro-magnetic operations in their cir- 
cumambient atmosphere. 

Some modem writers even go so far as to 
say, (and I recollect a writer in " Blackwood" 
is of that opinion,) that the phosphorescence of 
the sea is much more owing to the development 

University of the Sute of New York, for 1836." It 
coQtaina ranch curious matter respectiag auroras, 
auroral dondi, haloa. and vertical Bolar aad lunar 
columns, aod was printed at Albany in 1836. 
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of electric autter tliin to its aboanding in 
oonntleis ajriads of mKine uockifaicss. Tku 
is TtTj probable, and, as it generally precedes 
wind, may as easily be aoconnted for ia that 
manner, as in tbe oOer, becanse the lea is bit 
a fluid of a more dense nature tiian the air, and 
qnite as capaUe of receiring and (xmtaining a 
laattar so ethereal and inoompieheiHibly refined 
as that yriaeh presents itself under bo many 
8h^>es as it ia now knowu to assame. 

I Terily bdiere that the auroral <« magnetic 
day-doods, the solar and hinar oolnans, are 
flU modificatioos of the saise substance. One 
veryextnordinaiy appearance of this IdndhEqi- 
pened here last F^mary, just prerioudy to a 
iBOflt violet alteration in tits wearier. The 
evening cbsed, calm and tranquil, bat in the 
west, the sunset was red and threatraing, with 
lurid red streaks and dark masses of ckiad. In 
the south-east, nearly opposite the selltiDg bod, ^ 
the hig^ mass of rod^ monntain called Signal 
Hill, abont five fanndred feet perpendicularly 
above the sea, was ca|^ed by a stately well- 
defined column of pale light, which shot up 
about half way to the zenith, and remained sta- 
tionary for a very considerable time. The 
baromet^ and thermometer both began to fall, 
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and during tlie night a storm of freezing rain 
descended, soch as has not often been seen 
here, coating evwj tree, shrub, paling, wall, 
and house, with ice, to snch a degree and weight 
tiiat many fine willows in mj garden were de- 
prived of their largest limbs. This glittering 
Bteam of icy rein, ciJled the silTer thaw here, 
was followed bj aiiirious westerly wind, which 
increased the damage to the plants by breakmg 
their tender twigs, in consequence <^ the con- 
stant clawing of the frozen spray. 

I saw another appearance of what are fan- 
cifnlly ctdled solar oolmnns, still more singular, 
in the autumn, near sunset It was a series of 
radii from a craicealed centre considerably below 
ike surface of the ocean, and spreading in the 
fitn-like shape which the son's rays someUnes 
assume at that period, bat in the eastern in- 
stead of the western horizon, and much more 
defined and distinct. This was also followed 
by a change from mild to bad weotiier, and 
wind. 

As it is a matt^ of much interest, I shall 
gubjoiii a description ci! the arcnate amrora bo- 
realis obserred in Western Canada, as well as of 
mother Canadian aurora, in THo. VXII. of tfae 
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Appendix; merely now obserring, tiai al- 
though very fine and very frequent here at 
all tames of the year, but particularly in tiie 
winter months, I have as yet seen none so 
magnificent as those of Canada. The arcoata 
anrora is, however, Tery perfect also in New- 
fomidland, though not of bo long duration in the 
arches, nor so slow in its moTemente. The 
swift, merry dancers, as th^ are called, are un- 
'Conmion, both in Canada and Newfoondland: 
but the coronal aurora, commendng in the 
senith, or rather a few degrees below that poin1 
to the west, is equally conuoon in both countries. 
Coloured auroras are, however, rare. 

It is to be regretted that the British govern- 
ment have not established an observatory at St: 
John's, which, with the one at Toronto in 
Western Canada, would very usefully mtuntun 
observers, not for astronomical purposes exclu- 
sively, but for meteorological science, thus 
connecting a vast chain of relations between the 
states of the atmosphere in one of the driest 
and one of the most humid of its regions. 

It is impracticable for a military man, whose 
■duties require, in a scientific corps, his constant 
-Supervision, to do more than notice every in- 
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teresting fact tliat comes tinder his obserratioti ; 
nor can he, moving from one part of the globe 
to another every now and then, be supposed t»' 
cany about widi him all those expensive and 
delicate instrumenta which are necessary, and 
which, to be effective, should always have a. 
permanent locality, as nine times out of ten, 
in the change of quarters, his barometers, his 
thermometers, his chemical apparatus, or any of 
the more fragile adjuncts of science, get broken. 
Above all other pursuits, meteorology requires 
leisure and long-continued perseverance, both 
by day and by night, to which persons whose 
avocations render them liable, as a military 
man is, to constant interruptions, are the least 
fitted.* I hope, however, in a separate work, 
devoted more generally to scientific matters 
connected with the geology and meteorolc^ of 

* It is to be hoped that the accomplished hydru- 
grapher of the Admiralty will turn his attention to the 
continuance of that chain of posts round the vorld, of 
which Toronto ia one point. Observatories at St. 
John's, Toronto, and the mouth of the Columbiai 
vould nearly complete the circle of scientific inquiries, 
both in astronomy and meteorology. Engineer officers 
should be permitted to carry their libraries and instru- 
ments at the public expense and duty free, to all part* 
of the world, out and home. 
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Canada and NewJbundUnd, which has been for 
some time preparing, still to enter more folly 
on these subjects than the pages of a vork 
expressly intended for general readii^, and 
whose object is to impress upon tiie BrttiiA 
pablic gmerallythe great importance of tide 
long-neglected appendage of the empire, will 
permit. 

The most corsory glance at this chapter 
will, I tmst, prove ^at Newfonndland is not 
so very cold, not so very foggy, nor bo very 
eTeryibing-that-is-bad a dimate, (changeable 
as it nndonbtedly is, ) as it has been represented 
to be by those whose invariable interest it for- 
merly was to prevent its settlement, and which 
circiuDstance no doabt also, in former days, 
somewhat influenced the government in tamely 
and tacitly acquiescing in the surrender to the 
French of the finest portion of the coast ; so that 
no other interest than that of the fishery could 
arise, by a division of the population into dis- 
tinct cities and diBtricts, in a territory capable 
of highly assisting that interest in the small 
capital of St. John's. 

Nor can any one blame the adventurers for 
pursuing that nndeviating course ; for look at 
India, and see how carefully colonization from 
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Europe has been gnarded against there. While 
the interests were purely mercantile, it was 
right that mercantile men should use every 
lawful means to ensure their profits, and a 
return for the vast capital afloat; but when 
the same end can be achieved with the aid of 
colonization, such a course should necessarily 
cease, as it has done very nearly here ; and 
now that the fishermen are a native-born and 
resident population, their welfare is of para- 
mount importance.' 



END OF VOL. I. 
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